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BOOK V. 4: 
PHE Author's introduction to this volume 
conſiſts only of an apology for making no” 
introduction at all, and his reaſons for that 
omiſſion. p. 1 
5 CHAP N 5 

Contains ſuch matters as, it is highly probable, 
will be the leaſt pleaſing to thoſe for whoſe 
ſervice it is moſt intended. . 


CHAP. IL 
Preſents the reader with a very fooliſh adventure 
of Lyſetta's, to which all that was contain'd- 
in the preceding chapter was only a prelude ; 
with ſome ſhort remarks of the Author's 
own on the extreme danger, as well as inſa- 
tuation, of conſulting Fortune-tellers of any 
kind, and giving credit to their idle and abi 
ſurd predictlons. 5 20 
n FE - 
Contains the cataſtrophe of an affair, which the 
repetition of ought not to give offence to any 
one, except the perſon whoſe reſentment the 
Author will not look upon as a misfortune. 
A. | ena 


i CONTENTS. 
ET AP. . 


| Treats on various matters, ſome of which the 
Author dares venture to aſſure the public, 
will hereafter be found not only more enter- 
taining, but alſo of more conſequence than at 


preſent they appear to be. 8 OI 
CHAP. vi. 


Contains ſuch things 2s are not often to be met 
with, neither in the one nor the other fex ; yet 
are, or at leaſt ought to be, equally intereſt- 
ing to both. | So 


c H AP. VII. 

The Author has been in ſome debate within 
himſelf, whether he ſhould inſert or not, as 
he is conſcious it will be little reliſh'd by the 


faſhionable genteel part of his readers; — and 
what is ſtill worſe, can afford neither much 


| entertainment, nor much we: ad to the 
. others. 94 
. VII. | 

Wherein the wonderful power of beauty, when 
accompany'd with virtue, is diſplay'd, in a 
very remarkable, as well as affecting occur- 
rence. | | "ws 

CHAP. Pe 

Contains only a continuation of the fame nar- 
rative, begun in the foregoing Chapter, and 
will not be concluded in this, 436 


Af. x. 

The cataſtrophe of this adventure cannot fail of 
exciting compaſſion in the breaſts of my fair 
readers, and alſo afford much matter of ſpe- 


culation to thoſe of the other ſex. 351 
800er 


CONTENTS. 2M 


BOOK: VI. CHAP. I. = 

Is dedicated entirely to the ladies, as it relates an 
adventure which MOEN: concerns them to 
take notice of. 169 


C H A g. U. 
Contains the eoncluſion of a narrative, which 1 
am certain there is one perſon in the world 
who cannot read without being fill'd with the 
moſt poignant remorſe, unleſs ke is as dead to 
all ſenſe of Way as of honour. 192 


: Þ H A P. III. 
Conſiſts of ſome farther particulars relative to 
the preceding adventure, which came to the 
Author's knowledge after the departure of 
| | Matilda from London; with two letters wrote 
[ dy that unfortunate lady to her huſband 
in her exile, which it is hoped will not be 
an unwelcome preſent to the public, eſpe- 
cially to thoſe who have hearts not utterly 
4 incapable of being affected with the woes of 
1 others. 226 

| 8 RAR 
The Author having found ſomething in his 
krambles, which he ſuppoſes may be of ſome 
value to the right owner, to ſhew his readi- 
[ neſs to reſtore it, condeſcends to take upon 
- himſelf the office of a Town-Cryer ; — but 
| waves the ceremony of the great O-Ves three 
times repeated. * 


C H A T. 
Turns chiefly upon the ſubject of Education, 
and contains ſome things which the Author is. 
apprehenſive will not be very agreeable to the 


Female part of his readers, whether of the 
elderly 


W OONT ENT S. 


| elderly or. the more youthful claſs, yet may 
| ſerve as a uſeful admonition to beth; * 
CHAP, Vi: - | 


The Author expects will make a full attonement 
to the ladies for the too much plain dealing, as 
ſome of them may think, of the preceding 


chapter. 275. 
=. CHAP. vn «he 
Contains the recital of an adventure, which, 
perhaps, will not be found the leſs, but the 
more. intereſting, for its being not altogether 
of ſo ſingular a nature as ſome others in this 
work may have appear d. 3 


| CHA Wal. 
Contains a brief account of the effects that were 
produced by the good intentions of the In- 
viſible Spy, with ſome other ſubſequent par- 
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CHAP. * 


The autbor's introduction to this volume 


conſiſs only of an apology for making 
no introduction at all, and his reaſons 


fort that omiſſion. 


DXZINCE my ſetting about 
this work, 1 have 1 ſcen ſe- 
veral late treatiſes that are 
half taken up with intro- 
ductory Prefaces to the 

2&2 publick: — on a ſerious 
e to what end thoſe long diſ- 
Vorl.. * courſes 
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courſes were penn'd, they ſeem to me to 


have been occaſioned either by one or 


the other of the following motives: 


F' Firſt, That an author having contracted 


with his bookſeller for a certain number of 
ſheets, without having well conſider'd whe- 


ther his head be ſtored with ſubje& matter 


to make good his engagement, finds him- 
ſelf under a neceſſity of filling up the 


vacant pages by ſaying ſomething by 
way of an introduction, preface, or ad- 


vertiſement to the reader. 


r. ſecondly, That b the eyes of 
the public will not be ſufficiently open 
to the merit of his performance; or, per- 
haps, not have the curioſity even to look 
into it at all, he thinks proper to beſpeak 
their favour by a pompous prelude, and 
ſounds his own praiſes, like a trumpet 

at the door of a upper: -ſhew. 


Now I am too great a lover of liber 
ever to bind myſelf by any ſuch laviſh 
agreement; the firſt of theſe incentives 
is quite out of the queſtion, and cannot 
poſſibly have any weight with me. 


And as to the ſecond, - As a more 


Perfect knowledge of mylel, than I per- 
ceive 
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ceive ſome others have, will not permit 
me to be over vain in any thing I do, fo 
the indolence of my nature will not per- 
mit me to be over anxious for the ſucceſs. 


Beſides not having the temptation of 
the motives aforeſaid, I have more ad- 
ventures to relate than can be eaſily 
crowded into this volume, therefore have 
neither time nor paper to ſpare for an 
addreſs, which would afford fo little ſa- 
tisfaction to myſelf in the writing, and 
perhaps leſs to my reader in the peruſing, 


It may, indeed, be ſaid, that as I gave 
ſome account of myſelf in the beginning 
of this work, it would be no more than 
go0od-manners to take a decent leave of 
the public at the end of it; but to this 
I muſt have leave to reply, that there is 
a wide difference between coming and 
going: — when a man intrudes himſelf 
Into ſtrange company, it certainly be- 
| hoves him to tell the buſineſs that 
brought him there; but when he has 
donc that, and has no more to ſay, I be- 
lieve every one will allow that it is the 
| beſt good-breeding to quit the place 
without ceremony, as I ſhall do, 
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CHAP. II. 


Contains fach matters as, it is his bly 


probable, will be the leaf pleaſing to 
tboſe for whoſe e 1b 15 _ 1 
tended, 


-PHERE 18, 3 to the wiſe | 
man's phraſe, a folly under the ſun, 


which, in my opinion, has as little to be 
Jaid for it as any one of the many others 
of the preſent age, — and that is, — an 
inſatiable inquiſitiveneſs into future events, 


as if the fore-knowledge of what. is to 


come would enable us either to alleviate 
or avert the decrees of Providence. — 
Well does mr. Dryden ridicule this Pro- 


penſity, when he lays, 


If fate be not, chen what can we 
© foreſee? 
0 And how can we avoid it, if it be? 


Yet are Wm all 2 of both 


ſexes, tainted, more or leſs, with this 


epidemic . frenzy. — It cannot but afford 


the moſt aſtoniſhing, as weil as melan- 


choly reflections, in a thinking mind, to 


obſerve how many impoſtors, in and 
about 
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about this great town, are maintained by 
Pretending to the art of divination, while 
the induſtrious followers of lawful occu- 
pations periſh for want of due encou- 
ragement. 


As I was one iy on my Inviſible Pro- 
greſſions, I accompany'd a mingled crowd 
of people into a nouſe fituated in one of 
the moſt obſcure parts of the city :—at 
firſt I imagined that this was ſome pri- 
vate chapel, where perſons relorted to pay 
their adorations to the Deity in a manner 
not authoriſed by the government ; > but 

was ſoon convinced of my. miſtake, when, 
inſtead of a pulpit and desk, I found the 
room we came into furniſhed only with 
globes and telleſcopes, and other imple- 
ments of a ſoothſayer and aſtrologer. — 
On looking round me theſe lines of Dr. 
Garth's came immediately into my head: 


An inner room receives the num'rous 
_ © ſhoals 
Of ſuch as pay to be reputed fools : 
Globes ſtand on globes; volumes on 

volumes lie, 
And planetary ſchemes amuſe the eye. 
The ſage in velvet chair, here lolls at 
” caſe, : 

+ To promile future health for preſent 
"Ks: 

B 3. Then 
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Then, as from Tripod, ſolemn ſhams 
reveals, | 
6 And, what the Stars know ing 
6 bf, foretels. 
One alles how ſoon Panthea oy be 


Won, 
{ And longs to feel the marriage fet- 
j ters On : | 
1 Others, convinc'd by RR fs e ö 
5 5 w__ 
i * Enquire when courteous fates will 
| « ſtrike *em off: 
1 Some by what means they may re- 
iq reis the wrong, 
; When fachers the Poſſeſſion keep too 
i long: 
i Others would know the iNue of their 
4 | 4 caule, 
And whether gold can \ fodder up the 
[1 | Has. N 
if I had not patience to ſtay to hear what 
1 idle predictions this oracle would ſpout. 5 
i forth, eſpecially as I had no acquaintance 
ix with any of thoſe who I ſaw came to 1 
* conſult him; ſo took my leave of the de- 


ceiver and the deceived, full of indigna- 
tion againſt the one, and a pity, mingled 
With contempt, for the other. 


1 However, as the maſk learned of all ages 
4 have + 8 allow'd that the ſtars have an 
i | 8 | influence 
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influence over the affairs of this ſublu- 
nary world, it muſt be confeſs'd that 
thoſe men who profeſs the ſcience of 
Aſtrology have the moſt plauſible pre- 
tence of any among the various tribes of 
fortune-tellers, for "the impoſitions daily 


pract: led on the credulous part of man- 
kind. 


But what can be ſaid in defence of the 

underſtanding of thoſe people, who walte 
their time and money in conſulting thoſe 
abject dealers in futurity !—Creatures who 
would make you believe they can read 
the moſt hidden decrees of fate in the 
grounds of coffee, tea, Chocolate, or 
powder-blue; nay, even in the dregs of 
cherry-brandy | — 1 had often heard 
much talk of theſe ſhe-conjurers, but not 
till T was convinced by the teſtimony of 
my own ſenſes, could ever be brought to- 
believe that perſons endow'd with a libe- 
ral education could deſcend ſo far as to 
liſten to their inconſiſtent prate, much 
lels give credit to what they utter'd. 


But o ſtrong is the deſire of looking 
into the ſeeds of time, eſpecially among 
the fair ſex, that ſometimes the moſt 
proud, as well as the moſt nice and de- 
licate, will throw aſide all conſideration 


of what they are, or would be thought, 
; B 4 1 and 
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and for the ſake of being told their for-- 
tune, ſend for, careſs, and aſſociate them- 
ſelves with the very loweſt and molt 
dirty wretches in human nature. 


Lyſetta is 1 from a very an- | 


cient and honourable houſe z — ſhe lived, 
till conſiderably turned on the wrong ſide 
of thirty, without diſcovering the leaſt 
inclination for marriage, much leſs gave 
any room for the moſt cenſorious ever to 
ſuſpect ſbe encouraged any private gal- 
lantries, and the whole tenor of her con- 
duct was ſuch as no one could imaging 
her capable of harbouring any notions 
b-neath the dignity of her birth and cha- 
racter. 


A long acquaintance gave me the pri- 
vilege of viſiting her pretty frequently, 
and never was deny'd acceſs; — I was 
one day at her houſe when the had no 
other company than a young lady with 


whom ſhe was extremely intimate; — 


while we were drinking tea her woman 
came running into the room, and with a 
Fry ſignificant tone of voice faid, — 
Madam, the woman you know of is 
below.“ — Tis very well, reply'd 
* Lyſetta, ſhew her into my chamber, 

a d bid her ſtay a little ;* — then turn- 
ing to her friend, they ſmil'd on each 
other, 
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other, nödded,— winked, aud e 
very big with ſome lecret between them- 
. ſelves, | 


I found by all this that my preſence. 

might very well be {| pared at this time, ſo 
rurn'd down my cup atter the ſecond diſh 
and took my leave. — As I was going 
down ſtairs J heard Lyſetta order her- 
ſelf to be deny*d to whoever ſhould come 
that evening; which convincing me of 
what JI before had reaſon to imagine, 
that there was ſomething more than or- 
dinary in hand, I reſolv'd, if poſſible, to 
fathom the myſtery. | 


Accordingly I went home, popp'd on 
my Inviſible Belt, put my Tablets in my 
pocket, and return'd with all the ſpeed I 

could; — a lazy footman lolling againſt a a 
poſt, with the door wide open behind 
him, gave me an eaſy entrance into the 
houſe: —I very well knew the ſituation 
of Lyſetta's chamber, and went directly 
thitherz— but, to my great mortification, 
tound the ladies had bolted themſelves in, 
and all I could diſtinguiſh of what was do+ 
ing, for ſome time, was only the hoarſe baſs 
of a loud laugh from Lyſetta, and the 
ſqueaking treble of a ſhrill te · hee from 

the o 
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I ſtood centinel, however, at the top of 
the ſtair-caſe, and, at laſt, was happily | 
relieved, — Lyſetta open'd the door, — 
rung her bell, and calPd to her woman to 
bring clean cups: — having now gain'd 


| admittance, I ſoon perceived what they | 
4% were about; — a coffee-pot upon the 
b table, — the dregs of the liquor it had 
* contain'd pour'd into a baſon, — ſeveral 

1 cups with more figures on the inſide than 1 
5 Chineſe makers had japan'd on the out- [ 
I ſide, and the yet recent circles they had : 
3 left on being whelm'd down on a damaſk 

F * napkin ſpread on one corner of the table, 
pPpreſently inform'd me they were em- 

. ploy'd in the art and myſtery of Dutch 

* | conjuration,—properly, indeed, ſo call'd, 

. as it was firſt introduced, among many 


other equally laudable cultoms, from Hol- 
land into England. 


e prieſteſs of theſe farcical rites was 


if a mean habited, ill-look'd woman, and 
i i though not old had her noſe ſaddled with 
| a2 pair of ſpectacles almoſt as big as the 
1 tops of the cups ſhe pretended to inſpect. 
'F She was placed between the two ladies, : 
|. | who ſeem'd to treat her with the orcateſt : 
th marks of freedom and civility. SE ? 
#5 | 
it | | 
| Lyſetta, | 
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Lyſetta, I found, had been ſo complai- 
ſant to her friend, as to let her be firſt 
ſerved; but it was now her own turn, 

and freſh cups being brought, and the 
coffee-oracle having ";udiciouſly pour'd 
the quantity of a tea {poontul into each, 

the lady took it into her hand, threw out 
the liquor three different ways, and 
whelm*d it on the cloth, turn'd it round 
as many times, and to cloſe the cere- 
mony, ſtruck it a ſlight blow on the bot- 
com with her two fore fingers. 


All bang concluded, the b 
took up t the firſt with the moſt ſolemn 
air, — look'd ſtedfaſtly into it, then on 
Lyſetta, and after having repeated this 
_ ſeveral times, at laſt deliver'd her pre- 
dictions 1 in theſe terms: 


Fortune- eller © I ſee a ring, madam ; 3 
— your ladyſhip will be married.“ 


A 


I ella. is rather a mourning ring 
— ſome of my kindred or friends per- 
haps may die. 


N av. 


N 


Foriune-teller, ] can ſay nothing as 
to that, madam, as yet; — but I am 
poſitive what I ſce here is a wedding-. 


ring, for there 1 is a heart juſt by it, and 
B 6 | Ss a little 


. 4 
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"A Ile farther there is a great houſe, 


with a high wall and a pair of gates 
« your ladyſhip will have ſome gentleman | 


i that has a fine ſeat in the country bit 

„ * looks almoſt like a caſtle. 

„ Lyſctta. * 1 know nothing of it; — 

ſh but what elſe do you ſee 

.  Fortune-teller. *© Here is a man, ma- [ 
4 dam, that ſeems to bring you money; x 
* F/ here are papers too, I do not know ; 


Ly 
2 1 
„ * ol * 
tn —— 

— 


but they 9 be bills.“ 


I 1 
ES 


Zuyſela. Very likely; for I expect 
* my banker here either to-day c or to- 
* morrow.” 


Fortune- teller. Then here is a bundle 
« of ſomething brought to your r 8 


w as x3; * 1 

r 
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a v houſe.” 
* Tuyſetta. Oh, — that is a new ſack 
. ] have making — But is there nothing 
. more?“ 
e. de in this cup, 
c madam z — but I will look into the 
next. | | 
Lyſetta. © Do, for you TOM told me 
nothing of any . | 
For- 
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Fortune- teller. There is a great deal 
here, madam, I can perceive already; 
— here is a gentleman ſitting in an eaſy- 


chair, leaning his elbow upon the table, 


and his head upon his hand, and ſeems 


to be in a deep ſtudy.” 


Lyſetta. Piſh, — what's this to me ?? 


Fortune-teller. * Yes, madam, it is a 


great deal to you; for here 1s your 
ladyſhip, and the very ſame gentleman 
upon his knees before you; — you turn 
your head away, and look a little ſcorn- 


ful; but he has you by the hand. — 


Bleſs me! here you are both together 


again, — he is talking very earneſtly to 


you I never ſaw any thing ſo plain 
— your ladyſhip may ſee it yourſelf.“ 


In ſpeaking theſe laſt words ſhe held 


the cup to Lyſetta, and with a pin 
pointed out the eyes, the noſe, and mouth 


of the pretended figure; but Lyſetta 


puſh'd it from her, and ſaid, 


87 


& 


Lyſelta. I never could ſee any thing 
in a cup in my life ;— but what ſort of 
man RF | 


Fire 
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| Pertune-teller. © Pretty tall, madam, 
[ well ſhaped, — very genteel, — has 
© fair complexion, and Oimewhar of a 
6 languiſnment in his eyes.“ 


Lyſelta. I cannot recollect that I 
know any man who anſwers this de- 
ſcription,” 


ieee 


Fortune teller. I. ſcarce think you do, 
madam, at preſent; but your ladyſhip 
may take my word for it, that you will 
ſee and be courted by ſuch a one; for 
here is a figure of three over his . 
—it muſt be either in three days, 
three weeks at fartheſt ; — let me = 
ſider ; — aye, — the moon was at the 
full yeſterday ; — this event muſt hap- 
pen before ſhe enters into her laſt quar- 
ter; but the next cup, it may be, will 
ſhew it more clearly. | - 
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With this ſhe took up the third cup, 
but. had no ſooner juſt look*d it into than 
ſhe ſer it down again, clapp'd her hands 

together, and cry*'d out, 


" Fartune-tellcr. + Bleſs mel — now I 
* am poſitive your ladyſhip will very 
on be married; — here is an altar, — 


1d a book upon it, — and a 0 * 
— all 
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— all as exact as if they were drawn 
b a pencil.” : 


She then took up the cup again, and 


perceiving Lyſetta began to look a little 
more ſerious than ſhe had done, went on 
in this manner: 


Fortunes teller, Well — this is won- 


© derful indeed ; — of all the cups I ever 


turn'd in my life, I never ſaw any thing. 


like this; — here is your ladyſhip hand 


in hand with that ſame gentleman who 


I told you was in the other; — I would 
now {wear that your ladyſhip will be a 
wife before any one imagines you have 
any thoughts that way.” 


Lyſetta. © 1 have a very good opi- 
nion of your ſkill, yet am certain you 


are miſtaken in this prediction; for to 


tell you the truth, I am reſolved never 
to marry.“ 


: Fortune-teller. * Your ladyſhip may 


a” 


reſolve what you pleaſe, but if the ſtars 
reſolve to the contrary, all your reſo- 
lutions will come to nothing;— madam, 


there is no reſiſting fate,” this gentle- 


man is ordain'd to be your huſband, 
and how much ſo ever you may ſet 
vyourſelf againſt it, the decrees of de- 

«* ſtiny, 


„ 


1 Le Inviſible hos: 


> 


ſtiny are inevitable, and you muſt ſub- 
1 


„ 5 Oh, heavens ! whether I will 


or not ! 


Fertune-teller. © Undoubtedly, ma- 
dam, — there is no withſtanding the 


ſuperior powers, and thoſe things which 


we think the fartheſt removed from us, 
are frequently the moſt near at hand; ſo 


that deſign what you will, — reſolve 


what you will, — it is all. in vain; 
your ladyſhip is ordain'd to be a wife, 
and the gentleman ] ſee in theſe cups 
muſt be your huſband. CE 


Lyſetta. © You put t me in mind of 
what the poet lays, 


The power that miniſters tO God's 55 
crees, 


And executes on earth what he foreſces : TL 
Call'd providence, or chance, or fatal 


ſway, 
Comes with cefiſtleſs force, and finds or 
makes its way; 


Nor kings, nor nations, nor united 


power, 

One moment can retard th" appointed 

Edur: ; ” 
For 


* — — 

— 
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For whate'er we mortals hate or love, 


Or hope, or fear, depends on powers 


above: 
They move our appetites to good or 
Ti 


And by foreſight neceſſitate the will. 


The young lady, who had done no- 
thing but laugh'd all this time, now firſt 
opened her lips to ſpeak, and corrobo- 
rated the truth of Lyſetta's quotation with 
another of equal authority. 


Young Lady. Ay, my FIG as Fl 
© inimitable charming Cowley tells us in 
* one of his Poems : 


An auld hand makes all our moves : 

And ſome are great and ſome are 
{mall ; 

Some climb to good, ſome from good 

fortune fall : 

Some wiſe men, and ſome foals we call; 

Figures, alas! of ſpeech; for deſtiny 
plays us all. 


 Bortune-leller. * 1 am not book- 
learned; — I cannot pretend to ſay any 


ä thing to theſe wiſe men's arguments; 


but I know my buſineſs as well as any 
: . © ſhe that profeſſes it; — what I ſay may 
SM depended on, — and I would wager 
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a thouſand pounds, if I were miſtreſs of 


EF „ 


Lg 


ry'd in a very few weeks.“ 


Zyſetta. Well, but if ſuch a thing 
ſhould come to pals, do you think 1 
ſhould be happy in the change of * 


condition ?? 


QA & £6 


Fortne-teller. © There is nothing in 
the cup, madam, that ſhews the con- 
trary; but I ſhall be able to tell your 
ladyſhip more after you are married.“ 


A A 


Ln 


This anſwer. of the woman ſo much 
diverted me, that it was with ſome diffi- 
culty I kept myſelf from burſting into a 
loud laughter, which if I had done, the 
ladies would certainly have been more 
aſtoniſh'd than at any thing had been ſaid 
to them by the Fortune-teller ; — how- 
ever, this accident did not happen, and I 
reſtrain'd the riſible muſcles ſo as to 
make no report that an Inviſible gueſt 
had been witneſs to this private conver- 
ſation. | | 


The cups having been all examined, 


the propheteſs, after receiving a hand- 


ſome gratuity for her trouble, took her 


leave, and left Lyſetta and her fair com- 


Panion to reaſon between themſelves on 


the 


that ſum, that lady —_— will be mar- - | 


The Henk ble J . 


the wonders of her art; — but my Chri- 
italine Remembrancer 'being now quite 
full, it is not in my power to relate the 
particulars of their diſcourſe; and can 
only ſay, that they both ſeem'd to give 
an implicit credit to every thing ſne had 
pretended to reveal. 


I was very mock ſurpriſed to > find, that 
perſons of good underſtanding in other 
things, could fuffer themſelves to be im- 
| poſed upon by ſuch ſtupid ſtuff; Which, 
1 confels, I then believed had no other 
meaning in it than to get a trifle of money 
from ſuch who are weak enough to be 
amuſed with it; but it was not long be- 
fore I was convinced of the falfity of my 
opinion in this point, and that thoſe 
wretches have ſometimes a farther and 
more wicked deſign in their pretended 
prophecies. . | 


CHAP. 


The Invifible Sp v. 


CIHAT. IS 


Preſents the Ready with a very fooliſh 


adventure of Lyſetta's, to which all 
that was contain'd in the preceding 
chapter was only a prelude ; with 
ſome ſhort remarks of the author's 
own on the extreme danger, as well | 
as infatuation, of conſulting Fortune- 

tellers of any 2 and giving credit 
70 their idle and abſurd predictions. 


Hing, diſcover'd this foll y in Lyſetta, 
which hefore I could never have 
imagin'd, I began now to be cenſorious 
enough to ſuſpect ſhe might alſo be guilty 
of others, and therefore took it into my 


head to make her ſome Inviſible Viſits, 
at thoſe hours in which it was likely her 


behaviour was moit unguarded. 


In order to ſatisfy my curioſity in this 
point, I went to her houſe one morning, 
and found her very buſy in looking over 


ſome new pamphlets, which had been juſt 


ſent her by her bookſeller : — as I al- 
ways thought the moſt certain way to 
fem a true Judgment of a woman's mind, 

was 


FFF ͤv . ĩðͤ WS. i 
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was in the knowledge of what ſort of 
reading ſhe was moſt delighted with, I 
was glad to perceive that this lady made 


choice of only ſuch books as ſhew'd her 
neither a wanton or a coquette, and re- 


turned all thoſe which by their titles diſ- 
cover'd the leaſt tendency to prophane- 


neſs or 8 


A this ſhe took her little ivory 
folding-ſtick, and began to open the 
leaves "of one which ſhe ſeem'd moſt im- 
patient to examine; but before ſhe had 
gone through half the number of ſheets 
it contain'd, was interrupted by a foot- 
man who preſented her with a letter, and 
ſaid the perſon who brought it waited for 
an anſwer ; — I lipp'd behind her chair 


7 . while ſhe broke the ſeal, and the contents 
Were as follow : 


To the honourable LyYsrTTA. 
May it pleaſe your ladyſhip, 


Map AM, 


- "6 I Hope your g goodneſs will pardon the 


K 


6 liberty a ſtranger takes in writing 


& to you; but as I am not ſo fortunate 
« to be acquainted with any perſon 
&« who can introduce me to your lady- 


ſhip, I am obliged to become my own 
ſolli⸗- 
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c Pincitor⸗ and moſt humbly requeſt | 


« you will allow me the privilege of | 
cc waiting on you this afternoon, if no 


«© previous engagement intervenes be- 


ce tween me and my deſires, having 


« ſomething to communicate which is of 


e the utmoſt moment to the peace of him 


1 


« who has the honour to be, 
« With the moſt profound reſpect, 
Mr, 

6 Your ladyſhip's . 

« « Sincerely devoted 


6c and obedient ſervant, 


«© ORSAMEs.““ 


Lyſetta ſeem'd a good deal confounded 
on reading this little epiſtle ; and after 
pauſing a while, argued with herſelf in 


this manner: 


Lyſetta. Good God! if this ſhould 
be the man the Fortune-teller told me 
of! — ſhe ſaid I ſhould hear or ſee 
ſomething of him within three days, 
and this is but the ſecond ſince the pre- 
diction : — if I was ſure he was the per- 
ſo» the mentioned, I think I ought not 


to give him SAVE to viſit me, at leaſt 
| not 


. 


/ / V 
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not on his firſt requeſting it. — Yet I 
ſhould be glad, methinks, to ſee if he 
any way anſwers the deſcription ſhe 
gave of him ; — beſides, if I ſhould 
refuſe him, ſome accident or another 
would bring us together; for it is cer- 
tain that there is no ſuch thing as diſ- 
appointing fate; — Why therefore 
ſhould I keep myſelf in ſuſpence ? — 
no, I will ſee him, and hear what he 
has to ſay ; — it may be he may come 
upon ſome other buſineſs than what I 
imagine, — and then it would be vaſtly 
filly in me to avoid him. — Whoever 
he is, or whatever his deſigns are, it 
can be of no prejudice to me to ſee him 
once; — he cannot run away with me; 
cannot have me againſt my will.“ 


She then call'd her ſervant, and bid 


him tell the perſon who brought the 


letter, — that ſhe ſhould be at home in 


the afternoon, and at leiſure to be ſpoke 


with by any one who had buſineſs with her. 


The fellow ran down, but had ſcarce 


time to deliver the meſſage he was charg'd 


with before ſhe repented of i it, as may be 
ſeen by this exclamation: 


Tyſetia. „Lord! what have I done 


* if he is really the perſon 1 take him to 


be, 
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= be, he muſt think me ſtrangely forward 
in ſo calily * him admittance.” 


While ſhe was ſpeaking this . ran to 
the ſtair-caſe with an intent to retract what 
ſhe had ſaid; but a ſecond thought with- 
holding her, ſhe turned back into the 
room, and cry*d out, 


Lyſeita. 5 What a Gil 1 nt he 
does not know that I have conſulted 
with a fortune-teller, nor that I have 
any reaſon to gueſs at the buſineſs that 
brings him hither; — Why therefore 
ſhould I ſhun him ? — What ſhame 
can my ſceing him reflect upon me? — 

it will be time enough for me to forbid 
his viſits when he has declared himſelf 
my lover.” 


Ty og No 


How long ſhe would have continued 
in that mind is uncertain ; — two ladies 


came in that inſtant to deſire her com- 


pany with them to the Park, being a fine 
clear morning ; to which ſhe conſenting, 


Ileft them to their promenade, and went 
home, but with a full reſolution to return 
in the afternoon, and ſee what event the 
expected interview would produce. 


But how greatly was 1 diſappointed | 4 


—1 had no ſooner entered my apartment 


than 
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him when he died; — he was thrown 


out upon the dunghil, and there lay 


« tiil ſomebody ſtole him away for the 


5 lake of his {kin.' 


I do not doubt but much more would 
have been ſaid concerning the genealogy 
of the canine race, if the door had not 


5 ſuddenly been thrown open by a footman 
in deep mourning, who diſmiſs'd a great 


number of thoſe that had been within, 


and at the ſame time gave entrance to 


thoſe who had waited without. 


I accompany d theſe laſt, being no leſs 
deſirous, tho* I believe for very different 
reaſons, of ding lo eee a 
(cene:: 57; 


A long Pang between che lden 
brought us into a ſpacious court- yard, 


which having croſs'd, our conductor 


ſhew'd us into a magnificent houſe, and 
then into the theatre, where the farce I 


had heard ſpoke of was exhibited, — the 
walls of which were lined with black bays, 
as was allo the floor and cieling; — the 
light of Heaven was entirely excluded 


thence; but fifty wax tapers, in filver 


ſconces, were placed at an equal diſtance 


round the room, with a large luſtre in 


the middle, N ſome twenty more, 


— 5 : 5 
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ſupply' d the abſence of the ſun : — at the 
upper end ſtood a bier, with the coffin of 

the deceaſed, both cover'd with black 
velvet, and on the lid of the latter was 
| fix'd a ſilver plate with this . 


engraven on it: 


0 U P ED, 

Who came into this world April 2, 1749, 

And departed September 12, 1753. 

He lived beloved, and died lamented, 
Lady MARVELL. - 


On one fide of the bier, and near the 
feet of the corpſe, ſat a woman in deep 
mourning, holding a white handkerchief. 
cloſe to her face, not to wipe off the tears, 


but to conceal the diſdain with which it 
was overſpread at the office impoſed on 


her. 


As we approach'd the bier, the foot- 
man, who had been our guide, lifted up 
the lid of the coffin, and obliged us with 
a view of the body; and certainly there 
never was a more truly ridiculous and 
comical ſight than the little black noſe of 
the creature, who was of the Dutch maſtiff 
kind, peeping, as it were, out of a ſhrowd 


of white Venetian — _ 
* 


Z 


1 
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It was pleaſant enough to behold the 


different attitudes of the ſeveral ſpecta- 


tors; — ſome lifted up their hands and 


eyes, in token of the utmoſt aſtoniſhment, 


— others bit their lips and ſhook their 


heads, ſeeming both to deſpiſe and be 


enraged at ſo | egregious a piece of folly 
and extravagance z while others held the 
flaps of their coats or their aprons to 
hide that laughter, which they found it 


impoſſible to reſtrain ; and ſome there 


were who had their mouths halt open, 
ready to burſt into exclamations, had they 
not been awed by the conſideration of the 
place they were in, and to which it is 
not to be doubted but that they plenti- 


fully gave a looſe when they found them- 
ſelves more at liberty to do ſo. 


The aka who had uſher'd in this re- 


ſpectable company ſaw them alſo out; — 
on the door being open'd, another hotter 5 


preſs*d for entrance, but were deny*d ; — - 


the undertaker's ſervants, with two mourn- 


ing coaches and fix, were now come, and 


the funeral proceſſion was order'd to ſet 


out for Mary-le-bon, where, as I after- 


wards heard, Cupid was to be interr'd in 


a grave dug tor him in a field near the 
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As I was willing to ſee the whole of 


this ceremony, I "turn'd back into the 
rcom, and was immediately follow'd by 


the footman, on which enſued this dif- 


courſe between him and the mock 


mourner: 


Tootman. | 
* ſhew is almoſt over now, and both of 
us ſhall ſoon have done GAGs 


Siſan. © Tt is high time; — for my 
part, if it were te have laſted longer I 
« muſt infallibly have given out, tho? I 
had loſt my place by it; — to be con- 
< fined to ſit here for a whole day and a 
* half, as mute as a fiſh, mourning over 
© a dead dog, and expoſed to all the mob 
in the pariſh ; — ſure never was ſo Re 
b * a whim.? 


Footman. I think, indeed, my lady 
has in this, as Colley ſays, outdone all 
her uſual. outdoings : — however, we 
have no great reaſon to complain at the 
whim, — we have each of us got a 
* ſuit of mourning by ic. 


XR K A N a. 


Su/an. 


| That makes ſome 1 
« 1 own.” - 


Well, mrs. Suſan, — the 


- 


Footman. 


R «a „ 
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Ben Ay, faith ;—and I can tell 
you that poor Catherine has had a 
much worſe time, while ſhe has ſup- 
ply'd your place in waiting upon the 
living dogs above-ſtairs, than you have 
had in pretending to bewail the dead 
one below.” 


Suſan. © As how? — what is the 


matter ?? 


Fool man. Why my lay has Joes 


not! hing but ſcold at her all this morn— 


ing; — ſhe ſays ſhe heard Pompey 


howl laſt night, and ſhe is ſure his ved 
was-not made eaſy ;;— and tagt Plyclie 
could- nut eat her breakfaſt becauie it 
was not brought up in a china baſon.* 


Suſan. © Oh this is nothing; — don't 


you remember that her ladyſhip once 


threaten'd to turn me out of doors be- 


cauſe ſhe. catch'd me eating a bit of a 
ſhoulder of mutton that was roaſted for 
thefe plaguy dogs, when we ſervants 
had nothing for a whole week together i 
but tough cow- beef.“ a 


Foolman. That was becauſe her lady- 


ſhip has that diſh at her own table 
ſometimes z — and you know it is an 


C3  « eſtabliſh'd 
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eſtabliſh'd maxim with her, that for 
ſervants to eat of the ſame victuals 
their ſuperiors do, makes them ſawcy 
and aſſuming, — elſe ſo many good 
things would not be kept till they ſtink 
rather we ſhould oet a taſte, 


Suſan. « Huſh, — - huſh ; —1 think 
] hear her coming.” 


The EMT was. not miſtaken, — a ruſt- 
ling of ſilks proclaim'd her ladyſhip's ap- 
proach, —ſhe enter'd that moment, with 
haſty ſteps, contracted brows, and all 
the tokens of ill humour and diſcontent; 
— then, in an imperious tone, to 


| the footman. 


Lady Marvel. I hear mr. Grim does 


© not think fit to attend the funeral him- 


« ſelf.” 


„ © The poor man is not well, 
© it ſeems, madam, ſo hopes your lady- 
© ſhip will excuſe him, as he has ſent four 
© of his beſt and moſt ſolemn looking 
men to go with the coaches.” 


Lady Marvell. I ſuppole the impu- 
0 | fellow thinks it beneath him to at- 
tend the funeral of a dog ;—ſuch mean 
* foul d wretches know not how to make 


any 
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any diſtincttion between the eur of a 
beggar and the favourite of a woman 
of quality but it is the laſt burial he 
ſhall ever have out of my family,—and 
ſo I ſhall tell him when I pay his bill. 
* —And you, fir, have you taken care 
that the grave is dug handſome and 
* deep enough, that my poor creature 
© may not be taken up for the ſake of 


© his coffin and ſhrowd ? ps 


. '.  Footmati. © 8 my lady, — 1x gave 
orders that it ſhould be two feet broad 
and nine feet in the earth at leaſt.” 


Lady Marvell. © Gave orders, — gave 


orders; and what, mr. Jacaknapes, 


what hinder'd you from going to. ſee 


- if it was done as it ought to be! * 


N « Your ladyſhip knows I 
was obliged to attend the door. 


« 


10 Marvell Tou have always 


you ſhould ; — ſervants are certainly the 
greateſt plagues i in life ;—but, as every 


thing is ready, call in the fellows to 
_ © ſcrew up the coffin. — No, hold, — I 
+ muſt firſt take my leave of my poor 
dear creature; — farewel, my pretty 
LM * litile Cupid: — *tjs a ſad: * V but 


S e 


ſome pretence or other for not doing as 
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we muſt all die.—Suſan, as ſoon as the 
burial is over, come directly up to your 
other maſters and miſtreſſæs; for they 
© have been ſtrangely uſed theſe two 
days: — never was a woman of qua- 
+ Iity's family ſo handled : — Catherine 
is not fit to be dog maid tc to a cow- 
Keeper.“ 


1 


* 


Her ladyſbip went out of the room in 


ſpeaking theſe words, and the death hun- ; 


ter's ſervants were call'd in; — they 
brought with them a long mourning cloak 
and hat-band for the footman, — a ſcart 
for mrs. Suſan, and gloves tor each of 
them; — as ſoon as they had faſten'd up 
the coffin, which. I perceived they coutd 
rot do without laughing, the proceſſion 
jet out, — mrs. Cutan Cearing the coffin 
under a velvet pall upon her lap, went in 
the firſt coach; — the footman ſeated 
himſelf in the other. and the undertaker's 
ſervants walk'd on each fide with their 
hands upon the doors. 


A gaping multitude, who could not 
think of returning to their own garrets or 
cellars without having been ſpectators of 
all that was to be ſcen, follow'd with a 
confuſed noiſe, grating enough to the 

cars, but not at all unſuitable | to ſo ridi- | 

culous a ſolemnity. n 

Fer 


For my part, my cuticlity did not ex- 
tend ſo far as to carry me to ſee monſieur 


Le Chin depoſited in his Jaſt receptacle: 
it did not, however, ſtop here; the truth 


is, I promiſed myſelf with finding ſome- 


thing or other in the upper apartments in 


this houſe, no leſs extraordinary than 
what I had been preſented with below ;— 


nor did my conjectures deceive me, as I 
believe the reader will readily allow, be- 
fore the concluſion of this chapter. 


J was, indbed, a little apprehenſive of 
a diſappointment; when, after having 
ſearch'd two handſome fore parlours, 1 


aſcended to the firſt floor and wander'd 
thro” ſeveral rooms, 1 could neither ſee 
nor hear avy one living creature; but at 
laſt the appearance of lady Marvell re- 
vived my dying expectations; — ſhe ſtart- 


ed out from a cloſet, which I had not 
taken notice of, at the end of the gal- 


lery, and went haſtily up another pair of 
ſtairs ; I purſued her fteps with equal ex- 
| Pedition, and enter'd with her into a ſpa- 
cious chamber, the furniture of which I 
ſhall give a deſcription of to the belt of 
my remembrance. | 


There were no fewer than fourteen 


beds of dilterent ſizes, the largeit not 
| C5. ex- 
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exceeding three feet and a half in heiglit 
and two in breadth ;. but all of them ex- 
tremely neat and faſhionable, with cur- 
tains, vallens, and baſes ; each had a.mat- 
treſs, a quilted covering, a pillow and 
fine holland ſheets ;- — four china ſoup. 
diſhes, full of clear water, were placed at- 
the four corners of the room, and in the 
middle ſtood a mahogany table of about 
two yards long but pretty narrow, and a. 
bench on each ſide cover'd with the beſt 
ſort of Dutch matting ; — I ſhould have 
been ſtrangely puzzled to have gueſsd the 
meaning of any one thing I ſaw here, if 
the dogs, whoſe apartment it was, had. 
been abſent. 
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Would one not rather have thought 
that this was ſome part of a Lilliputian 
palace, and theſe beds intended for the re- 

poſe of noblemen attending on the king's. | 

rſon, than a kennel for | brutes !-but 1 
ſhall forbear any animadverſions of my. | 
awn at this. time, and proceed to relate 
what happen'd after my entrance into. a 
place which I confeſs filPd me with, 


much. aſtoniſhment... 


'A maid, Ge ſoon afterwards found 
to be the ſame I had heard mention'd by 
the footman in his diſcourſe with Suſan, 
Was facing in a * chair, with a large 

tray 


4 
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tray before her fill'd with a great atimber 
of combs, one of which ſhe was then 
making uſe of in ſmoothing and ſetting 


in order the hair of a fine ſpaniel ſne held 


upon her lap; — lady Marvell, ſeeing 


what ſhe was about, ſaid to her with 


great . 


Lady Marvell. A fine time of day, 
indeed, for what you are about; — my 
5 family of creatures ought all to have 
been ſpruced up and adjuſted three hours 


ago ; but I ſuppoſe you were ſleeping 
in your bed, when you ought to have 


6 been waiting on them. 


Then ing a little nearer to her, — 


| 454 ſeeing the comb ſhe was al 
| ſnatch'd it out of her hand, and ſtruck it 


into her face with ſuch a force that the 
blood ſtarted out from every pore, crying 6 


at the ſame time: 


Lady Marvell. Monſter, how dare 
* you touch Hector with this comb 2? 


Maid. ei my lady, they were 
0 all here; I did not know any difference.” 


Lady Marvell. You lye, buf, and 


you mult have heard that all my dogs 


C have each of them a ſet of combs to 
C * __ © theme 


I 
rn 
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*.themſelves, with their names wrote 
upon them, — Can' t you read, oaf 3 


Maid, Indeed, madam, +0 did not 
ä 


Lady Marvell. Take that then, — 

4 flut,—and that, — and that to clear 

*-your ſight, and make. you. remember 
. another. time.” 


| Theſe words were accompany'd with 
blows, firſt on one ſhoulder, then on the 
other, till I believe her own arms aked 
with the fatigue; — then turning to her 
dogs, who were crying and yelping all 


this time, addreſs'd them in theſe terms: 


Lady Marvell. The dear good- na- 
« tured things; — you hate to ſee me 
angry, tho' it be in your own cauſe.—. 
Come hither, Pſyche, — you have loſt 
your lover ;—but I will get you another 


_ © .Cupid. — Prince, — what makes you ſo 
«© dull. this: morning? — you don't trifk' 


© and caper avout as you uſed do; — I 
* ſuppoſe your bed was not made any 
more than Pompey's 3 — you look as if 
« you had lain rough all night. — Here is 
my poor Bully too, — as | live not: ſo 
much as the black tuft on his tail 


comb'd out, — Fidell, why do you 


6 bak? 
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«bark ? — you have ſomething to tell 
me now, if you knew how. — Well, 
b you have all been ſadly managed | 
* theſe two days, ſince your own maid 
has been from you. — Come, Cloe, 
come and kiſs your lady: — poh, your 
mouth is all naſty, that impudent quean 4 
has not waſh'd your face.” 


Maid. Indeed, mad; I waſh'd 
every one of them, your ladyſhip may 
* -ſee the towel yonder is all over wet.“ 


Lady Marvell. The towel, — why, 
you audacious puſs, have you preſum'd . 
to waſh all their faces with one towel ?— 
get out of my ſight, toad, — devil, or 
P thalb break: your neck down ſtairs, 


1 


* 


1t is ; likely this was the mb comfor. 
table command the poor maid could have 
received; — ſhe ſtaid not to be bid a 


ſecond time; — ſhe flew out of the room 


while her furious lady ſent a thouſand 
curſes after her. | 


She 1 was no ſooner alone with ies dogs, 
which were thirteen 1n number, than the 
began to r--examine them, in hopes, no 
Gade of fingling ſome farther matter of 
accufation againſt the poor maid ; but 
Was interrupted by the ſudden coming ir 
of 
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of her huſband, ſir Patient Marvell, who, 


tho' the beſt natured man in the world, 


could not forbear being a little ruffled at 
the tranſactions of that morning, and ac- 
coſted her in this manner: 


Sir Patient. 1 wonder, madam, you 
© will expoſe yourſelf in this faſhion,” . 


| Lady Mas vell. Expoſe myſelf, ſir. 
Patient.“ OY | 


Sir Patient. Yes, madam, both your- 
© felf and me too. — You do ow 
how much you haye render'd us the 
common table-talk of the town.“ 


Lady Marvell, | <I deſpiſe the town 
and all it can ſay. — But pray on what 
*- occaſion ?? | e : 


Sir Patient. How can you aſk that: 
' queſtion ? — Here hath been I know 
not how many meſſages ſent to enquire 
after our health. — Undertakers men 
have been ſeen to come into the houſe. 
with bales of cloth, ſconces, and other 
* utenſils, . for a pompous mourning.— 
What could people think of all this, 
© as we have no children, but that either 
you or I were dead ?? 


Lady 
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0 Marvell. © Piſh,. no body comb = 


think any ſuch thing the —4 ſolem- 
« nity I order'd for my poor Cupid, was 
only in the back part of the houſe; 
and thoſe who, out of reſpe& to me, 
came to take their laſt leaves of the 
dear animal paſs'd through the ſtables :: 

Ehe was carry'd out of town by day- 
light, to be interr'd, and no more than 
„ two coaches, with the dog-maid and 
one footman, aſſiſted at the ee 5 


* 


Sir. Patient. * Oh, madam, it was 
ridiculous; — and l muſt tell you, that 
© the keeping of ſo many dogs, and in 
the manner you do, is equally ſo.? 


Lady Marvell. Sir Patient, 1 ha 
© a fortune large enough to keep what- 


Lever I pleaſe, and in what manner 1 


6. pleaſe 3 — you have no reaſon to com- 
„plain. What would you ſay, if inſtead 
of dogs I kept a gallant ?“ 


Sir Patient. Why really, madam, I 
© know not whether it would make me 
* more laugh'd at, or. yourſelf more 
cenſur' d.“ 


Lady Marvell. Mighty well, ſir 
Patient, mighty well indeed; — this is 
fine 
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fine treatment for a woman of my un- 


blemiſh'd virtue; - there are ſome wives 
who would not fail to ſhew you the 
difference between keeping a few harm- 
© leſs animals and a fellow; and if 1 
« refrain from doing the latter, it is as 
mr. Rowe makes Arbaſia tell her * 
« rant :* 


„ 


Not that I fear, or love, or reverence 


thee ; hrs. 
But that my ſoul,” conſcious of N 
ſhe ſprung, Leer 


Sits unpolluted in her ſacred dwelling, 


And ſcorns to mingle with a thought 10 : 
mean. | 


Sir Patient. 6 Virtue Lo many branches, 


* madam, beſides chaſtity, and I could 
* wHh. you would remember that the care 
© of not giving offence is not the laſt 
* 'among them.“ 
Lady Marvel), I never aimed to 
give offence, but ſhall be under no 
© concern about thoſe who take it with- | 
out cauſe.” | 
Sir Patient. Well, madam, | hope 


you will one day conſider What you. 
* owe to your own character; and allo 
. on think 8 


A 
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«* think that it is ſome part of your duty 
not to render me unhappy.? _ 
He ſaid no more, but as he left the 
room a deep ſigh iſſued from his breaſt, 
at which his lady, however, ſeem'd as 
little affected as ſhe had been with his 
remonſtrances; — the moment he was 
gone ſhe reſum'd that diſcourſe with her 
dogs which his coming had broke' off, 
and which I had already been too much 
tired with hearing to ſtay the continuance 
of, ſo went directly out of the houſe, tho? 
not without a very troubled mind, to 
have found a lady, who had every requi- 
ſite to command reſpect, take a pride 
in 9 herſelf rennen | | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. un.. 


I a kind Fa warning-bell fo the 71 
lic, and gives a melancholy, tho" a 
too common proof, that a perſon in 
endeavouring, by unjuſt or zmpri- 
dent meaſures, to avoid falling into 


an imaginary misfortune 1s frequently 
liable to bring on effettually what 


otherwiſe mig bt never bave Lappen d. 


ON all- the paſſions which diſtract the 
human mind, ſure there is none 
more pernicious in its quality, or more 
dreadful in its conſequences, than jea- 
louſy ;—it is look*d upon, indeed, as the 
moſt certain proof of a ſtrong and vio- 
lent affection; yet it is ſuch a proof as no 
one would wiſh to experience, as it infal- 
libly involves the beloved object in a 
variety of diſquiets, whether innocent or 
guilty ; — nor is the perſon poſleſs'd of 
this raging fury leſs wretched ; — - lo Juſt 
are theſe words of mr. Dryden: F 


« 0 
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poiſon, and Warn every one, married per- 
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«© jealouſly ! thou raging ill, 


Why haſt thou faund a ok in | 


_- © lovers hearts? 
Afflicting what thou can'ſt not kill, 
And poiſoning love himſelf with his 
< own darts. | x 


And as the inimitable Shakſpear yet 
more emphatically, in my pen, ex- 


| Proves it! 


c O what damn'd minutes tells he O en, 
Who doats, yet doubts; ſuſpects, 
vet ſtrongly loves. 


But it is altogether needleſs to bring 
any teſtimonies from printed quotations 


| on this head; — even thoſe who have 


happily lived free from the direful paſ- 


fion in their boſoms, or never felt the 


effects of it from thoſe by whom they are 
beloved, cannot but have ſeen, among 


their acquaintance, enough to convince 


them better of its malignity, than they 


can be by the pen of any author. 


But as jealouſy frequently takes 5 
ſeſſion of the ſoul by almoſt impercep- 
tible degrees, the following little narra- 
tive may ſerve as an antidote againſt its 
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ſons eſpecially, not to give way to its Brit 
attacks, leſt it ſhould be in time wholly 
— by it. 


Cleora had from her very infancy been 
promiſed in marriage to the fon of a 
neighbouring gentleman, — about three 
years older than herſelf, an inclination for 
her intended huſband grew up with her 
years, nor was his affection leſs tender for 


ber, whom he expected would one day be 


his wife; but when the innocent pair be- 


came ripe for the conſummation of their 


mutual wiſhes, an unhappy difpute hap- 
en'd between their parents, which en- 
tirely broke off the match at once, and 
they were forbid to > ſec cach other 125 
2 — 5 


As I was not at that time acquainted 


with either of the lovers, I cannot pretend 


to deſcribe what their young hearts ſuſ- 


tain'd in this cruel ſeparation ; — it was, 


doubtleſs, very grievous to them both at 
firſt; — but abſence, and variety of amuſe- 


ments, provided for them by their re- 


ſpective parents, in order to diſſipate 
their chagrin, by d-grees wrought the 
deſir'd effects: — Leander, for ſo he 
was call*d, grew one of the gayeſt men 
about the town; and Cleora was ſo far 
wean d from the remembrance of him, 
A . that 
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that ſhe obey'd her father without reluc- 
tance in receiving the addreſſes of Ariſtus, 
who, after the neceſſary forms of court- 
ſhip, became her huſband. 


Few nuptials gave a greater promiſe of 
felicity; — the births, — the fortunes of 
the wedded pair were equal; — their ages 
perfectly agreeable; — ſhe was not quite 
nineteen, and he no more than five and 
twenty ;—ſhe was a very lovely woman,— 
he a moſt graceful man. — He had ado- 
red her to ſo romantic a height, that it 
was thought, if he had not obtain'd her, 
a dagger or a bowl of poiſon muſt have 


| been his fate: — ſhe treated him with all 


the tenderneſs that could be expected 
from a virtuous woman by a reaſonable 
man : — they were, in the firſt months 
of their marriage, the envy and admira- 
tion of as many as knew them. 


But alas, how uncertain is the date of 
human happineſs !—When Heaven is not 
pleaſed to beſtow on us a contented mind; 
I mean, when we do not aſk that bleſſing 
and endeavour to acquire it, in vain in- 
dulgent fortune laviſhes her whole ſtock 
of bounties on us ;— ve repine amidft our 
plenty, — enjoy nothing we poſſeſs, and 
are wretches becauſe we will be ſo. 


The 
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The bridal houſe, ſo lately the theatre 


of 3 Joy and pleaſure, ſoon became the cell 


of gloomy ſullenneſs and black deſpair ; 
— the eyes of the beautiful Cleora were 


frequently ſeen red with weeping ; — ſhe 


ceaſed to appear at any public place, and 


received very little company at home; 


while on the brow of the once chearful 
gay Ariſtus now lower'd a heavy melan- 


cCholy, and all the indications of a deep ; 


inward grief. 


- 


Every one ſaw the change, but none 


could preſently diſcern the cauſe z; — it 


could not, however, long be kept a ſecret ; : 
— the ſervants who waited immediately 
on their perſons were the firſt who diſ- 
cover'd it, theſe reported it to the others, 
and they fail'd not to whiſper to as many 
as they were acquainted with, — that 


their maſter was prodigiouſly jealous: of 


his lady. 


The firſt tokens he gave of this 


frenzy, as I have been ſince inform'd, 


was to debar Cleora from going to the 


opera, — the play, — the maſquerade, and 
all routs and aſſemblies, all which places 
ſhe had been accuſtom'd to frequent: — 


ſhe obey'd him, notwithſtanding, with- 
out murmur or repinung 3 and told him, 


with 


2 r — 
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with a great deal of ſweetneſs, that if 
thoſe diverſions were infinitely dearer to 
her than ever they had been, ſhe would 
readily ſacrifice all the pleaſure ſhe took 
in them, to that of teſtifying her love 
and duty to him. „ 


Not contented with this he proceeded 
farther, and forbid-her to make any viſits 
without him, except to his mother, who 
lived but in the next ſtreet : — and then 
to let him know, that he might meet 

her there and bring her home; — hard as 
this injunction ſeem'd to her, ſhe comply*d 
with it, being reſolved, if poſſible, to chaſe 
from his mind all thoſe ideas ſhe found 
he had conceived in prejudice of her diſ- 
cretion, and convince him that ſhe re- 
garded nothing i much as his latis- 
taction. | 


What more could woman do, or man 


expect? yet all was not enough to make 
this jealous huſband eaſy : — whenever 
they were abroad together, if any gentle- 
man happen'd to be in company, the leaſt 
gallant thing ſaid to her, or complaiſance 
return'd to it by her, immediately ſet the. 
worm within his brain a madding, and 
made him, on their coming home, re- 
proach her in terms very unbecoming in 
him to make uſe of, and difficult for 


her 
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her to bear with patience; yet, neverthe- 


leſs, he ſtill loved her, —loved her to an 
exceſs but, as the 28 ſays, 


* No ſigns of love in jealous men re- 
« mains, 

But that which ſick men have. of 
Alike, their Pains. 


In fine, this bebe of Ariſtus en- 
groſs'd much of the converſation of the 
town, and various were the conjectures 
paſs'd upon it; — ſome highly blamed 
him — others were apt to imagine there 
had really been ſome imprudences on the 
part of Cleora; and not a few there 
were among her own ſex who, hating 
her for thoſe very perſections which 


ought to have excited their eſteem, ſcru- 


pled not to pronounce her guilty of every 
thing = 5 be lulpeciel: of. 


Much was t this lady to be ie —de- 

rived of all thoſe pleaſures to which her 
youth had been accuſtom'd, — ill treated 
by her huſband, — cenſured by her ac- 
quaintance, and ſecluded from the ſociety 
of thoſe who might have found means of 
diverting, if not _ dipating - her 
melancholy. 


To 
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To add to her misfortune, ſhe had no 
friend near her to whom ſhe might com- 
plain her father, being a widower, had 
broke up houſe keeping ſoon after her 
mei and was retired with an intent 

als the remainder of his days with 
| a elder lifter, who was ſettled in a far 
diſtant county; ſo that the only perſon 
from whom ſhe received any conſolation 
was mils Lucia, the ſiſter of Ariſtus, a 
young lady of great good nature, nd | 
who believing her truly innocent, uſed 
her utmoſt endeavours to put all chy- 
meras to her prejudice out of her 'bro- 
ther's head, 


The Ae rde which continually Bl d 
| my ears about this family, and the diffe- 
rent opinions the world had of the manner 
of their living together, made me reſolve 
to have recourle to my Inviſibility, in 
order to diſcover which was in the right. 


| Accordingly went one day, equip: 
as uſual, with my Belt and Tablet, to 
make a viſit at their houſe, —Ariſtus was 
abroad, but I found Cleora ſitting in a 
very penſive poſture in her dreſling- 
room. 
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I had not been there above two ,mi- 
nutes before the waiting-maid came in, 
and aſl-'d her lady whether ſhe would be 


pleaſed to walk into the next room, or 


haye tea brought in where ſhe was ;. to 
which ſhe RY 0: | 


Clara. I do not know. as yet. — Has 


any body been here from * ſiſter 
Lucia?“ 
Mad. No, madam. 


Clecra. Well then, get things ready 
in the drawing- room, — I believe ſhe 
will be here preſently ; — ſhe was from 
home when John went to tell her I de- 
« fired her company; but as ſhe was ex- 

« pected ſoon, and muſt have heard of 


my meflage, ſhe would certainly have 


« ſent an excule if any thing had happen'd. 
to prevent her coming. 


She had but juſt given over 1 


and the maid withdrawn to do as ſhe was 


order'd, than her footman came in and 


preſented ber with a letter, which he 
told her was left for her by a porter, 
who ſaid it requir'd no anſwer, and was 


gone. 


I muſt 


| GG 


at preſent ; ,—ſhe heard of your meſſage 
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4 math confeſs, that on hearing this 1 


was guilty of great injuſtice to the fair 
Cleora, and began to be apprehenſive 
that her huſband's ſuſpicions were in 


reality founded on too ſolid reaſons; but 


I was ſoon aſham'd of my raſh judgment, 


when ſlipping behind her chair, and 
looking over her ſhoulder as ſhe read, 1 


perceived the letter was from miſs Lucia, 
and contain'd thele lines : 


(e 


cc 


(cc 


cc 
fn 
* 
0 
4 7 


cc 


„ 


0 
0 
40 
cc 


5 


cc 


To Ca 


% Dear ee 


FOrds cannot expeeſh how greatly 
I am troubled, on finding my- 
ſelf oblig?d to ſend this inſtead of wait- 


ing on you in perſon; — be aſſured I 


love and value your converſation as I 
ought, and ſhall no leſs ſuffer in being 
depriv*d of it, Heaven knows for how 
long a time, than you will do in the 
knowledge of the cauſe: — in fine, 
ſome idle ſtories, of which, I dare be- 


lieve, my brother's unhappy caprice 


has been the ſole occaſion, have reach'd 
the ears of my mamma, and made her 
think it improper for me to be ſeen 
with you, while the world continues 
to judge of you in the manner it does 


2 "LE | 10 to 


„ The Trifle SPY. 


to me, and ſtrictly forbid me to obey 
the ſummons ; — you know too well, 
„ my dear Cleora, what duty is owing 
* from a child to a parent, and alſo how 
much my father's will has left me in 
her power, to reſent the painful proof 
Inc give of my obedience to her ;— 
„ wiſh, for my own ſake as well as 
« yours, that ſhe, my brother, and 
every one that knows us, were as well 
convinced as myſelf of your peifect in- 
e nocence ; but, till that happy time ar- 
„ rives, muſt content myſelf with the 
„memory cf the many happy hours we 
have paſs'd together, and the hopes of 
„many more yet to come, when once 
« the horrid cloud which now ſeparates 
e us is removed. —Farewell,— that Hea- 
“ ven may ſend you comfort under your 
e preſent affliction, and ſpeedily relieve 
e you from it, ſhall be the conſtant 
„ prayers of her, who is, 
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W ich the greateſt ſincerity, 
00 My very dear Cleora, 
| « Your moſt affectionate ſiſter 
| 6 And humble ſervant, 


LUCIA. 


« P. 8. 
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„P. S. Tho' my mamma intends to 

e talk to you upon this head herſelt, ſhe 
Would not pardon my giving you any 
« hint of it; for which reaſon I durſt 
e not truſt any of our ſervants to convey 
„ this to you, but ſend it by a ſtrange 
porter; and beg that, for fear ot ac- 
© cidents, you will commit it to the 
© flames as ſoon as read. — Once more, 
*© my dear ſiſter, I bid you, with an 
“ aking heart, adieu.“ 


Scarce had ſhe gone through half this 
epiſtle before her countenance betray? d 

the effect it produced ; — diſdain, — and | 
rage, — and grief, ſeemed now to have | 
united all their force to raiſe a tempeſt in 

her mind, which immediatly broke forth 

in theſe and the like exclamations: 


Cleora. Deprived of my poor Lucia 
too, — and on ſo ſhocking a pretence! 
* — Good Heaven, for what unknown 
crime of mine, or of my anceſtors, am 
I link'd into ſuch a family! — Mother 
and ſon alike unjuſt, ungrateful, baſe, 
© tyrannic ! — Have I renounced all the 
gay amulements of life, — ſubmitted 
my remper, to the will of an imperious 
* huſband, and made it my whole ſtudy 
>, * to oblige him, to meet at laſt with this 

1. unge- 
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c uNgenerous, this barbarous return | — 

d My virtue ſuſpected, my reputation 
* traduced, and my converſation ſhunn'd 


ſasa diſgrace Oh, tis too much, too 
much for human patience to ſuſtain [? 


oo 


It was for ſome time before ſhe could 
compoſe herſelf enough to finiſh the perw- 
fal of what Lucia had wrote to her; - 
and alter ſhe had done fo, relapſed into 
agitations more violent, if poſſible, than 
the former, — with geſtures, and a tone 
of voice which denoted the extremeſt bit- 
terneſs of heart, ihe cr 2 out:“ 


Clerra.. C And muſt I alw ays "IN this 
© uſage ! — be condemn'd to drag on a 
6 lite of la aſting wretchedneſs and intamy |! 
Eno, I cannot,—will not.—Oh Hea- 
ven, who knoweſt my perfect inno- 
cence, fend me the means to clear, or 
to revenge my wounded fame !* 


Many other expreſſions of the ſame na- 
ture did her paſſion vent, till at laſt, re- 
collecting the requeſt Lucia had made 
in the poſtſcript of her letter, ſhe ſnatch'd 
it haſtily from off her toylet and thurſt it 
into the fire, ſaying at the ſame time: 


Clecra. Poor Lucia, however, muſt 


not ſuffer for her friend h'þ to me.“ 
Ar; tus | 
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bs 


Ariſtus being return'd home, was that 
inſtant coming up ſtairs, which being op- 
Pole to the room where Cleora was, 
and the door open, he had an opportu- 
nity of beholding this laſt action, tho? 

not of hearing the words which accom- 
pany'd it ;—he flew like lightning to the 
chimney in order to ſave the paper, not 
doubting but it contain'd ſomething that 
might add freſh fewel to his jealouſly ; 
bur, nimble as he was, the flames were 
yet more quick, and left not the leaft part 
of w hat he o much w/anted unconſumed. 


Fuis diff ppointment, join'd with what 
he Bad ſeen Cleora do, ſo much inflamed. 
him, that looking on her with cyes 
ſparkling with indignation, he laluted her- 
with this en 


Ariſtus. 1 perceive, madam, you will 
he ſtill too cunning for me; — your 
© lovers having ſo cautious a miſtreſs 
have little to fear from the reſentment. 
« of an injured huſband ; — yet, had I 
come a moment Bode I might per- 
haps have diſcover'd enough in that 
paper to have ſilenced all your. future 
boaſtings of virtue and fidelity. 


KR 6 . 


D 44; 
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Cle ra. „ob, ſir, you need be under 
no apprehenſions on that ſcore; — the 
continuance of your baſe ſuſpicions de- 
ſerve not that I ſhould be at any Paine 
to undeceive you." 


Arias. * No, —*twou*d be in vain; 
— too well I know you; — know all 
your vows and aſſeverations falſe as 
your proſtituted heart; — nor can you, 
— dare you now, attempt to juſtify 
yourſelf, after the glaring proof I have 
received of your ae. 


Clecra. © What proof S 


ius. That paper, — . perfidious 
woman; — that paper, whoſe aſhes, if 


they could ſpeak, would riſe in judg- 


ment againſt you; they are, however, 
filent evidences of your ſhame and my 
diſhonour.” 


Cleora. This is madneſs, or ſome 
new pretext to uſe me ill. — Pray what 
can the moſt injurious of your imagi- 
nations ſuggeſt on the n of a bit 


of paper?“ 


Ariſtus. © Did I not obſerve your | 
countenance while throwing the lewd. 
« ſcraw] 
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« ſcrawl into the fire? — Did not your 
« 6loating eyes purſue it as you would 


© the fellow from whom it came? — 
„Were not all the marks of guilt and 
* confuſion on your cheeks on my ap- 


« proach ? — But this is not all; —I was. 
told below that you had juſt reecived a 


letter by a porter: — anſwer to that, 
thou hypocrite. — Does it become a 
married woman, of your rank and cir— 


cumſtances, to receive letters brought 


6 * ſuch meſſengers | * 


Cleora. c A 1 woman! — ſay: 


rather, a married wretch; for ſu ch 
are all who have huſbands like Ariſtus.“ 


Ariſtus. « Still you evade the queſtion ; 1 
A but if you would not deſerve to be 


the wretch you call yourſelf, — be once 

« ſincere, and tell me from which of your 

« pretended admirers that letter came.“ 
Cleora. From none.“ 


Ariſtus. © Perhaps then ſome female 


5: agent, — ſome ſly promoter of yo. r. 


*-amorous intrigues : — but no equivoca- 
© tions ;—explain the whole of this dark 


0 myſtery, or by Heaven my ſword fail 


8 rip the ſecret from * breaſt,” 
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Chora. Do, — kill me, — it is the 
only act of kindneſs you can ſhew, and 
all I now will to receive from 1 


oo dc 


Ariſtus. Ty ON A 3 1n your crimes, 
— abandon'd creature ; — but get out 
of my ſight this moment, leſt I be 
indeed provok'd to do a deed I might 
| hereafter repent of: — much as you. 
have wrong'd me, I ſhould be loth to 


ſend your polluted ſoul to everlaſting 
Pe rdition.?ꝰ 


* A N K . | 


* 


5 


Clare. : Monſter ! — but to quit 
your preſence is a command 1 ſhall al- 
ways be ready to obey.“ 


* 


A 


It was with an unſpeakable haughtineſs 
that Cleora utter'd theſe words as ſne 
flung out of the room. —I am apt to be- 
heve, by the amazement Ariſtus now ap- 
pear'd in, that this was the firſt time ſhe. 
had ever teſtify'd any great marks of re- 
ſentment for his ill treatment of her; — 
he ſtood for ſome moments in a profound 
reſvery, and when he came out of it, 
lifted up his hands and eyes to heaven, 
ſay ing, 


Ariſtuß. © Good God! nothing but 
5 the moſt 3 innocence, or the moſt 
con- 


The Invifible Spy. 59 
© conſurrmate guilt, could inſpire a wo— 


man with ſo much boldneſs: — I know 
not what to think.“ 


Then folding his arms, again ſeem'd 


loſt in meditation, which having indulged 


awhile, the ſubject of it burſt out in theſe 


words': 4 


— 


Ariſtus. If ſhe were innocent, where- 


fore ſhould ſhe conceal from me the 


6 contents of that curſed letter ? — - No, — 


« *tis too plain ſhe is guilty; — in vain : 
would my fond heart, that ſti} doats 


on her, find excuſes for her behaviour ; 
— yet it would be ſome caſe to be con- 
vinced ; but tis impoſſible, — ſhe has 
too much art. — How true, O Dr yden, 
are thy words: 


ow ns WE 3M. 9K 


Falſe. women to new joys unſeen cal 
move, 


| There are no pi ints left in the paths of 


love : 


All other goods by public marks are 


known ; 


But this, we moſt deſire to Keep, has 


none. 


Aſter this he walk'd ſeveral times 
backwards and forwards in the room, 
then ran. haſtily down ſtairs, as I ima- 
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gin'd, in ſearch of Cleora; but finding he 
did not, and went out of the houſe, I 


allo leſt it too, having an engagement of 


my own that evening. 


CHAP. IV. 


In which the reader is requeſted Fo ex- 
| pet? no more than a continuation of 
the ſame narrative begun in the pre- 

ceding chapter ; and which has in it 
too great a wultiplicity e of incidents 
10 be fully concluded in this. 


6 4 E diſtreſs i in x [ had left the 
beautiful Cleora, and the Knowledge 
I now had of her innocence, very much 
affected me, and I muſt either have 
chang'd my nature, or have loſt that 
happy Gift of Inviſibility, which enabled 


me to diſcover almoſt every thing, not to 


have flown the next morning. to the houſe 
of Ariſtus, in order to inform myſelf 
what effects the converſation of the pre- 
ceding night had produced. 


1 truly N unhappy pair, for 


though Ariſtus was unjuſt and cruel in his 


ſuſpicions, yet 1 plainly ſaw he ſuffer'd 


no 
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no leſs in his own mind than what he in- 
flicted on his much injur'd wife; — eſpe- 
cially when I reflected that he was not 
guilty through a want of affection for 
her, but a too violent exceſs of it; as is 
obſerved by one of our beſt Engliſh 
 Hookka + 


© The greater care, the higher rallied . 

« ſhews, | | 
We hold that deareſt, we moſt fear 
La 


Indeed I ſoon found, how muck more 
than I could even have imagined, this 
offending huſband deſerved my commi- 
ſeration 3 — he was abroad, and Cleora 
not yet riſen from her bed, when I made 
my viſit, which, as near as I can remem- 
ber, was ſomewhat paſt eleven o'clock ; 
E reſolved, however, not to loſe my la- 
bour entirely, I had. recourſe for. intelli- 
gence to the tatlers of the kitchen, whom, 
| according to my wiſh, I found buſy in 
_ diſcourſe on the very point I. wanted. 


Jn took the part of their maſter, — 
ſome of their lady; and upon the whole, 
I found that a ſecond quarrel having en- 
ſued after Ariſtus came home, Clcora 
had refuſed either to ſop or fleep with 
him; but lay in a bed ſhe had order'd 
e to 
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to be prepar*d for her in another room, 
on which he went not to his own, but 
continued the whole night walking about 
the houſe, and behaved like a man to- 


tally deprived of reaſon ; — I ſhall relate 


ſome few of the animadverſions made by 
theſe ſpeculative gentry on this occaſion. 


00G 


| Foot man. Well, if I were a gentle- 


man like my maſter, I would not make 
myſelt ſo uneaſy for all the women in 


the world. x 


Houſe-maid. Never talk of it, Wil- 
liam ; — if a man will be jealous of his 
wife without a cauſe, he deſerves <0- - 


- ſuffer.” 


Cook. © Ay faith, Margery, and if 
he had ſome women ſhe would ſoon 


ſnew him the difference, and make 
him jealous for ſomething,” COT. 


Fortman. © You may ſay what you 


will, but there muſt be iomething in it; 


— *t1s plain he loves her to dittraction, | 


and would never be in ſuch paſſions © 
with her if he did not ſee my that 


we know nothing or; 


. ol, © You are a cenſorious 


fool for thinking as you do; — my 


| wy 
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lady is as good a woman as ever was 
born, and I dare ſay as virtuous ;-—*tis 
nothing but the devil that puts ſuch 
© notions in my maſter's head; — and 
+ *tis well if ſome time or other, when he 
is in theſe freaks, if he does not do 
either her or himſelf a miſchief. 


Cook, So it is, indeed, Margery ; 
El met him upon the ſtairs this morn- 
ing, and methought he look'd for all 
© the world as if he was going to make 
a himtelt away.” 


The footman was juſt opening his 
mouth to make fome anſwer when the 
valet-de-chambre came into the kitchen, 
and being afk*d if he knew where his 
maſter was gone, he reply'd that he did, 
and that he was gone to wait upon his 
mother; on which ſhe chat had ſpoke 
laſt or a _ 


Coo. © His mother, — he will. be 
much the better for that; — ſhe has a 
good hand, as I have heard ſay, at 
© making bad worſe I remember Sarah 
that is Guſt 5 ZUNC, away overheard her tell 
my maſter, that my lady kept too much 
C: company. and went. 100 1 to the 


45 play, and a heap of ſuch. tuff; and I 


3 05 believe it is all owing to her chat my 


poor 
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poor lady is ſo much confined as ſhe 
* has been of late,” 


Palit. Hold your tongue, Cook, — 
e ſhe is a very worthy fine old 3 


has ſeen the world, — is a great ceco- 


© nomiſt, and nobody can blame her for 


65 inſpecting a little into her ſon's affairs; 


* — and it does not become you to talk. 
in this manner of your. n 


Cool. Marry come up, my good 
eſſence- bottle; — I warrant you think 
that your bag- wig and flouriſh'd ruffles | 
* muſt give laws to the whole family; 
but I ſhall talk of whom I pleaſe and 
of what I pleaſe, without aſking your 
leave or any body's elſe, as long as I 
* nothing but the truth.“ 


R & 


R „ „„ 


At this inſtant the 1 on a: 
pretty loud knocking at the door, put his 
head through the window of the area, 

and crying, — Here is my maſter,” In . 


haſtily up to give him entrance; 


followed as faſt as I could, being more 
curious to ſee how Ariſtus ould behave, 
than to hear what would be the iſſue of 


the conteſt between the Cook and Valet. 


1 ſtood cloſe in the 1 of an arch 
in * . while he paſs'd by, and 
could 
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could ſee nothing in his countenance of 
that ferocity the ſervants had been de- 
ſcribing ; — on the contrary, a perfect 

compoſure ſeem'd to me to fit upon all 


his features, and left not the leaſt traces 
of. diſſatisfaction. | 


J attended him to a chamber, which, 
as I afterwards perceived, was the ſame 
that Cleora had made choice on for her 
repoſe, if it were poſſible for her to take 
any, the preceding night; — he knock'd 
gently at the door, but finding it not 
readily open'd, retired and went into the 
dining-room, where he call'd a ſervant 
and bid him ſeek his wife's waiting-maid, 


and order her to come OY to #4 
him, 


The young woman preſently cid 

_ tho? I eaſily diſcern'd not without ſome 

tremor of the nerves, expecting, perhaps, 

to participate in the effects of her maſter's 

diſpleaſure ;— her countenance, however, 

grew more aſſured when he ſpoke in the 
moſt courteous accents, ſaying, 


Ariſtus. Is your lady awake yet, 
* Mrs. __y 2 5 


 Watting-maid.. « © Yes, fir.” 
Ariſtus. 
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Ariſtus. Then give my compliments 
to her, —let her know I am come home 
to breakfaſt, and aſk it ſhe will have 
the tea ſerved where ſhe is, or in her 
own dreſſing-room as uſual. EE” 


A & 


* 


Co 


. i Sir, you may be ſure 
I ſhall be punctual in delivering your 
honour' commands to her. 


N 


: Ariſtus. Say rather my intreaties, 
mrs. Betty; — for tho* I may be a little 
* out of humour ſometimes, as it hap- 
© pen'd laſt night, yet I cannot think it 
becoming in our ſex to exerciſe any 
s authority over the ladies.“ 


She ſaid no more, and after making a 
low curtſy went out of the room, very 
much ſurpriſed at this ſudden turn, as in- 
deed was I, after what I had ſeen and 
heard; nor was able to determine as yet, 
whether the extraordiarny complaiſance 


he ſhew'd was real or affected; — I was 


ſoon convinced, however, — that it was 
the former, when the Ws return'd with 
this anſwer to his meſlage : 


Waitine-maid. Sir, my . deſires 
© to be excuſed; — ſhe has got a violent 
C — and begs not to be diſturbed.* 

Ar 2 85 


© 
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Ariſtus. Tell her I bring her news 
that will make her well ;—no, — hold, 


—1 will go myſelf.” 


With theſe laſt words he 3 to the 


chin and puſhing open the door, 


which was now unlock*d, found his will 
ſirting in a very melancholy and dejected 


f poſture f ſhe ſtarted up at ſight of him, 


and without giving him leave to ſpeak 
accoſted him in theſe terms: 


K K «„ „ „ 


Cleora, * *Tis hard that no part of a 


houſe, of which I am flatter'd with the 
name of miſtreſs, can protect me from 
the inſults of a man who certainly mar- 


Tried me with no other veiw than to 


make me miſerable.” | 


Ariſtus. Oh ſay not ſo,—T will ſoon 


convince you to the contrary z — nor 


ſhall you ever more have cauſe to fly 
the preſence of Ariſtus I own I have 
been to blame, have ſaid and done a 
thouſand things that I am aſham'd to 
think on. — But why, my dear Cleora, 
did you raiſe my paſſion to that guilty 


height? — Why conceal from me the 


4 and contents of the letter which 
gave me ſo much Pain 3 


Cle:ras 


Ariſtus 8 


K K A AR A A „ „ 


= A . 
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Cleora. It would be eaſy for me to 
* my retuſal. ; 


Ariſtus. © I know it would, my angel, 
full well I know it would; — but I am 


now let into the ſecret without your 


being guilty of a breach of friendſhip 
to oblige me.” 


lor. „What is it you mean, 


3 


Ariſius. © [ have been this morning at 
my mother's, where ſpeaking of our 
unhappy quarrel, and the motive of it, 
my ſiſter immediately changed counte- 
nance, and after vindicating your con- 
duct with the utmoſt vehemence, and 
ſeverely condemning mine, confeſs'd it 
was herſelf had ſent that letter to you 
by a porter, and had defir'd you to 
burn it as ſoon as read.“ 


Cleora. Dear Lucia! — oh that the 
brother had the ſiſter's temper.” 


Ariſtus, © Brother and ſiſter are equal- 


ly. devoted to you; — if Lucia were 


Ariſtus, ſhe would do as Ariſtus does 
and if Ariſtus were Lucia, he would 
act like Lucia: — the difference of 

; 3 ſexes 


4 


ES REAL? Bee 


= 
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ſexes makes all the difference in our 
ſentiments or behaviour; — her's is a 
tender friendſhip, mine a raging love, 
which while happy in your poſſeſſion, 


trembles at even the moſt diſtant poſſi- 
vun of ever being leſs ſo.” 


Cling) c Can it be love that ſuſpedts 


my virtue?“ 


| Ariſtus. By Heaven, my cooler mo- 


ments have never ſet you down as ca- 
pable of wronging me or diſhonouring 
yourſelf ; but when paſſion rages in the 

ſoul, reaſon has li: tle government over 
our thoughts or words. — I know I 


have been much to blame; — but oh, 


Cleora, forgive a fault occaſion'd only 


by an excels of fondneſs ; — ſo dear I 
prize you, that I envy the very air that 
breathes upon your lips, and wiſh to 


grow for ever there and keep out all 
intruders. 


Clera. But do you conſider how 


' wretched this cauſeleſs Jealouſly | has 
made me?” 


Ariſtus. Fes, and could tear out 


my heart for having ever harbour'd the 


leaſt unjuſt ſuſpicion of you; yet have 
I ſuffer'd torments much greater than 
| Was 
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was in my power to inflict, — Could 


you be ſenſible of the agonies I felt 


0 


during this laſt whole cruel night, vou 
muſt, you would forgive and pity me.” 


Cleora. Mine have not been leſs ; 
yet could J forget all, had my reputa- 


tion been untouch'd by your ill uſage; 
vou now know the purport of your 
ſiſter's letter; and can you think it 


poſſible for me to ſupport with pati- 


ence, the being look'd upon by your 


kindred as a diſgrace to the family 1 
am come among * 


Ariſtus. Think not ſo, my dear 
Cleora, — my ſiſter was always aſſur'd 


of your innocence, and a ftrenuous* 


vindicater of. every thing you did ;—my 
mother never thought worſe than that 
ſome little inadvertencies in your con- 
duct had wrought me up to the follies 
I have been guilty on, which ſhe has 


Juſt now ſeverely chid me for: — they 


will -both wait on you this afternoon, 
and give you all the proofs in their 
power of the ſincere reſpect and tender- 
neſs they have for you.“ 


ns. 8 Well, Aids. if I could: 


be certain tl at this was the laſt trial 


you would make of my good-nature, I 
© might, 


f 5 


— 
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might, perhaps, endeavour to think no 
6 more on what 1 1 paſt,” g 


Ariſtus. * If ever I fall back into my 
former errors deſpiſe me, — hate, — 
« think me the worſt of men; — no, be 
aſſured I am too much aſham'd of what 
| © I have been, ever to be the like again; 
and as a proof of the perfect confi- 
«© dence I now have in you, henceforward 
© keep what company you pleaſe, I ſhall 

« preſcribe no rules for your conduct, I 
© ſhall leave all to yourſelf, and be ſa- 
tisfied that all you do is right.“ 


I. ſhall take the leſs liberty 
for your granting me ſo much: — but 
if you ſhould relapſe, remember what 
a certain celebrated author of 0 our ſex 
ſays on this occaſion: 


„ 


We women to dne this juſtice 
. . 

That thoſe who think us falſe ſhould 
find us ſo.? 


She ſpoke this with ſo enchanting a 
ſmile, that Ariſtus, tho? not yet quite 
ſure that what he did-would be agreeable, 
could not forbear catching her in his 
arms, and holding her for ſome time 
lock'd i in the moſt ſtrict embrace, — then 
letting 
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letting her looſe, and looking on her with 


the extremeſt tenderneſs, cry 5d, 


As iſtus. 20 Po you then forgive me?“ 
Clera. I do. 


With theſe words ſhe threw her ſnowy 
arms about his neck, put her face cloſe 


to his, returning all the endearments he 


had juſt before given her ;— after which, 


— that is, as ſoon as the t tranſport he 
was in would give him leave to ſpeak, he 


ſaid, 


"i . My for ever * d 4 Clecrs 
depend upon it that the whole ſtudy of 
* my life ſhall be to requite this good- 
* nels." | 


Cleer a,” "© Treat me but as my actions 
deſerve, I aſk no more: — but come, 
let us go to breakfaſt. 8 | 


With this: they went arm in arm into 


the next room, where mrs. Betty and the 


tea N n their approach. 


1 now left this once more happy pair to 
enjoy the ſweets of their reconciliation; 
and as I doubted. not but the contrition 


| * Ariſtus would be as laſting, as by 


many 


The Inviſible Spy. 73 
many indications I had reaſon to think it 


was ſincere, expected not that any future 
events, worthy the attention of an Invi- 


| ſible Spy, would happen to call me to 
| their houſe again. 


But, unhappily for the perſons con- 


cern'd in it, a very few days after con- 


vinced me how little I was endow'd with 


the ſpirit of prophecy; and alſo that when 
once the fatal fire of jealouſy has got 


poſſeſſion of the mind, tho* it may lie 
dormant for a while, yet the leaſt wafting 


of a feather, or even a ſhadow, is ſufficient 


to give it motion, and kindle the ſmo- 
ther'd embers into a blaze. 


J was loitering one morning in the 


Park, the air was ſerene and not cold, 


the time of year conſider'd, for it was 


then November; few people being there, 
had an opportunity of indulging con- 
templation with the wonders of nature, 


which even in the moſt barren ſeaſon 


affords matter to attract our admiration, 
and was almoſt loſt in thought, when 1 


was ſuddenly rouz'd from it by the ap- 
pearance of Cleora, who, 1n a rich genteel 
deſhabille, came tripping down the walk, 
and after looking two or three times 
round her, ſeated herſelf on a bench juſt 


pl to St. James's-houſe; my 1ur- 
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priſe to find a lady of her rank alone in 
that place ſtopp'd my farther progreſs, 


and engaged me to draw pretty near to. 
her, in order to obſerve whether chance 


or any particular motive had brought her 
hither, 


In leſs time than the taking a pinch of 
Muff would laſt, Ariſtus came as trom the 
palace ; — he ſaw his wife at a diſtance, 
croſsꝰd over and came to her, ſaying, 


Ariſtus. 8 What are _ here, my 


4 dear, and alone : 2 


Cleora. © You ſee . am, but 1 did 


not expect to be pick'd up by a gentle- 


however, and if you have no buſineſs 
that requires your haſte, ſhould be glad 
you would give me your company 
while I ſtay, which will not be long. 


Ariſtus. With al my heart, —T was 


only going to the coffee-houſe; and in 
return for my. complaiſance you ſhall 
tell me by what accident I find you 
here thus unguarded. x 


Cleora. Can one be . where 
there are ſo many ſoldiers ? — But you 
6 muſt I have been among the 
© ſhops 


man this morning.—We are well met, 
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« ſhops at Charing-Croſs and made a 
great many purchaſes; — I chooſe to 
Walk over the Park; — I had William 


with me, but as I knew the centry 
would not ſuffer him to paſs through 


with the things, I ſent him home che 


© other way: — when I came hither I 
found the air ſo extremely pleaſant that 
+ I was tempted to fit down and take a 
„little of it, eſpecially as I found no- 
| © body here that I thought would take 
any notice of me: and now you have 
the whole hiſtory of my morning's 
0 tranſactions.” 


Ariſtus. A very conciſe one; but 
0 ſuppoſe, my dear, you had met with 


any of the Bucks, the Bloods, or the 


Buffs, how would you have eſcaped 
their attacks?“ 


Cleora. Why would have ſet my 


arms akimbo, and look'd as fierce as 


R 


bold but to the fearful.“ 


Finding, by their talking together in 
this gay manner, that they "continued i in 


perfect good humour with each other, 1 


thought I had no buſineſs to be an eves- 
dropper any longer to their diſcourſe, 


and was going to quit the place where 1 
E 2 - = 
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had ſtood, when, juſt as I had taken 
it into my head to do ſo, two gentlemen 
came down the walk, one of whom, in 
paſſing by the bench, ſtopp'd ſhort, 
look*d earneſtly at Cleora, ſtarted, made 
a low bow, and then went on ihe re- 
turn'd the ſalute, but with a confuſion 
impoſſible to be expreſs*d ;—ſhe bluſh'd, 

E ſhe trembled through every joint, — 
her fan fell out of her hand, and ſhe was 

ready to ſink herſelf upon the ſeat, : 


A leſs obſerving huſband than Ariſtus 
muſt have taken notice of this ſudden 
change; but the alarm it gave his jealous 
heart was ſuch as compell'd him to be 
ſpeechleſs for ſome moments: — Cleora 
in vain endeavour'd to recompole herſelf; 
all the efforts ſhe made to ſuppreſs or to 
conceal her agitations render*d them but 
the more violent, and conſequently the 
more viſible. — Ariſtus at laſt broke 


filence with theſe words : 


 Ariſtus, © You ſeem dilorder-d, ma- 
dam; — the fight of theſe gentlemen 
has had a * effect upon you.) 


Cleora. I was a little ſurpriſed at the 
« fight of one of them; — but that is not 
+ all, — I am not well. , 


Ariſtus, | 
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 Ariſtus. * 1 ſee you are not, either in 


mind or body; — my coming was un- 
lucky; had I been abſent, you would 
_ © doubtleſs have retain'd your former 
* gatety : — but this is no place to expa- 
( tiate on the cauſe of your diſorder, — 

« will get one of the ſoldiers: to call a 
chair, — tis fit you ſhould go home.” 


He waited not to hear what anſwer ſhe 
would make, but roſe haſtily up and 
ſpoke to one of thoſe wno he ſaw was 


not on duty ; — the fellow ran to do as 


he was deſired, and preſently return'd 


with a chair :—while he was gone, Cleora 
had recover*d herſelf enough to ſay to 


Ariſtus: 


Clora. © I perceive you are beginning 


© to entertain ſentiments to my diſad- 
© vantage ;—but have. patience till we get 
home, and I ſhall eafily make EY matter 
clear.“ 


As he was putting her i into che chair 


mme added, 
a © You will follow preſently.* 


Aritus. * 1 ſhall not be long after 
by youy tho* I believe your own medita- 
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tions, at this time, will be more agree- 


able to ys than the company of a 
« huſband.” 


I 3 very plainly, by the coun- 
tenance of Ariſtus, that a ſtorm was ga- 
thering in his breaſt, which I doubted 

not but would break forth in thunder; I 
could not help alſo being of opinion that 
there were ſome appearances on the part 
of Cleora not much to her advantage ;— 
I thought, however, that the beſt way to 
form a true judgment of the accidents 
of that morning were to ſee them when. 
they were together, ſo forbore following 
either of them, and reſtrain'd my impa- 
tience till the hour in which they uſually 
dined, as being the moſt likely time to 

find Ariſtus at home. 


| 
| 
| 
SB: 
1 
- 
* 


On my coming to chair houſe I found 
the door open, and a footman in a laced 
livery fitting on a bench in the hall, as 
waiting for an anſwer to ſome meſſage he 

| brought ; I went directly up to the di- 
ning-room ; — no perſon being there I 
paſs'd on to Cleora's apartment, and 
found her writing at her buroe; — a. 
a lay open before her containing theſe 
ines: 
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6c 

00 
0 
cc 
cc 
66 
ce 
> 
cc 
cc 
ce 


ce 
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To CLEORA. 
e MADAM, 
1 Heard not of your marriage fill 


ſome weeks after it was coniumma- 
ted; and when } did, the hurry of my 
affairs, being then juſt going to Paris, 
prevented my congratulating you upon 
it; — return'd to England but three 
days ſince, and the firſt enquiry I made 
was concerning your health and place 
of abode ; but the a ſwers I received 
to theſe interrogatories were mingled 
with ſome oticr informations, which 
make me not quite ſure that a viſit 
from me might not give offence to 
that happy gentleman who is now your 
Euſband ; — I would not therefore take 


the liberty of waiting on you till 45 


had firſt received your permiſſion; 
it is a bleſſing I ardently long for, but 
whether proper for you to grant or 
not, I beg you will believe that I am, 


With an eſteem too juſtly grounded 
for change of circumſtances to alter, 


« Mapan, 
« Your moſt faithfully devoted, 
0 And moſt humble ſervant, 
| . 6. © LEANDER, 


E 4 me 
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The anſwer given by . to the 
above billet was as follows: | 


To 8 : 


1 8 [ R. | | 
00 THAT I ſtill retain a place in 


= your remembrance demands my 
ce orateful acknowledgments, and I am 
15 forry to tell you that it is at this di- 
« ſtance only I can pay my thanks: —it is 
*«« ealy for me to gueſs of what nature the 
informations you mention have been, 
and think myſelf obliged ſo far to con- 
„ frm the truth of them, as to let you 
bs 1 the favour you intended me is 
„ wholly improper for me to receive; 
and to deſire you will attempt no fu— 
ture correſpondence of any kind, with 
her who is no longer miſtreſs of her 
actions, but who mult always preſerve 
in her heart the beſt wiſhes for your 


welfare. _ 
| „ CLEORA, 


Having ſeal'd this ſhe call'd her maid 
Betty, and bid her deliver it to the man 
who waited for it; — then took up Le- 
ander's letter and read it two or three 
times over to herſelf with very diſturb'd 


emotions; — after which ſhe roſe haſtily 
| f om 
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from the poſture ſhe had been in, whether" 
with a deſign to burn, or lay it carefully” 
up, I cannot pretend to ſay, for her huſ- 
band that inſtant flew'into the room and' 
ſnatch'd it out of her hand; — ſhe ſhriek'd, 
and, in my opinion, very imprudently 
endeavour'd to wreſt it from him; — 
his ſtature, as well as ſtrength; being 
much ſuperior to hers, he held it at 
arms length and read the contents, in 

ſpite of all-her weak efforts to hinder it. 


Which done he clapp'd it into his 
pocket, — ſtamp'd, — bit his lips, — 


meaſur'd the room with wild unequal 


| paces, — ſtill as he turn'd darting re- 
vengeful glances at the trembling Cleora 
— - theſe, and other ſuch like frantic 
geſtures, introduced the following dia- 
logue between them: 


Cleora. What is there in that letter 
can have moved you thus?” 


1 Was it not ſent by TID 
* whoſe ſight this morning threw you into 


- ſuch diforder.” 


Clecra. I was a little ſurpriſed at the 
© ſudden appearance of a perſon I had 
1 not ſeen for a long time; but know. . 
F. 3 | | 6 Os. 


. 


* 
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not that the diſorder I was in proceeded i 
0 from that cauſe.“ 


„ © He knew it did, at leaſt, 
and I ſuppoſe ſent you this billet by 
* way of conlolation, 


Cleora. © Sou put an odd intarpretg-- 
© tion on his words as well as on my. 


© looks. Is this, Ariſtus, the effect of | 
all thoſe promiſes you. ſo lately made ?? 


La 


Ariſtus. When I made thoſe pro 
miſes I was ſo weak as to believe there 
was a poſſibility of your being faithful; 
— but I am now convinced of what 
you are; know that you are the moſt 
vile of women, and 1 the moſt accurſed 
of men.“ 


VW 


Cleora. 00 make yourſelf, indeed, 


the one, by your unjuſt and baſe ſuſpi- 
© cions; — but no action of mine ſhall. 


ever prove that J am the other. 


Ari dur Death and furies! — did 1 
not meet the villain's ſervant with a 
p letter from you in his hand! * 


Cleora. Suppoſe you did, — 1 wrote 
* to forbid his coming hither,” 


Ariſtus. 
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Aritus. © Yes, and no doubt to ap- 
point a place more convenient for Lace 
© meeting.” | 


Cleora. * *Tis falſe ; — nor would the 
man whom your ſuſpicions wrong me 
with, harbour a thought to the prejudice ; 
<either of my virtue or my reputation. — 
No, if you had half his honour or his 
© love I ſhould not be the wretch I am.“ 


Ariſtus. © Then you confeſs he loves 
Eye? 


| Cleora. © He loved me once, and 


8 © tho? Heaven thought fit to break off our 


intended union, I believe ſtill preſerves 
an eſteem for me.“ 


Ariſtus. As you for him. — Hell 
and vengeance — dare you avow this 
sto my face! — Have I then only the 
© leavings, — the refuſe of a beloved ri- 
* val! — audacious ſtrumpet! 


In ſpeaking this he ſtruck her ſo 1 vio- 
leak a blow over the face, that the blood 
guſh'd from her noſe. and n. on 
which ſhe cry'd out: 


E 6 „ Cleera. 
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Clecra. Villain! - there wanted but 
this to prove the baſeneſs of thy abject 
ſoul ! — but think not that the name of 
wite ſhall make me tamely bear ſuch 
uſage; — no, if the laws of England 
ſhould refuſe to do me Juſtice, I will fly 
to the remoteſt corner of the earth, and 
©. ſeek a refuge among the leſs barbarous 
74S Hottentots, rather than live beneath the 
roof, much leſs ſleep in the ſame bed 
with ſuch a monſter | F 


F 


N 


How Ariſtus would have behaved on 
this is uncertain, —a ſervant that moment 
enter'd the room, and told him that a 2 
gentleman, who it ſeems he had ſent for 
that morning upon buſineſs, was now 
come to wait upon him; — whatever 
was in the mind of this diſtracted huſ- 
band, he had no farther opportunity of 
ſhewing it at preſent, and only giving a 
eas look at Cleora, and muttering 
ſome inarticulate curſes between his teeth 
as he went out, left her to ruminate on 


What was pale. 


She no ſooner found herſelf alone than 

1 the rung the bell for her maid, who ap- 
pear'd quite frighted on ſeeing her lady in 
tuch a condition ;—the girl's exclamartions 


made her turn to the looking- laſs, and 
the 
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che injury that had been done to her 


beauty, it is probable, gave ſtrength to 


her reſentment, and ſhe reſolved to put 
1n immediate execution what ſhe had 
= threaten'd Ariſtus with doing. 


Betty had lived with her before her 
marriage, and was no ſtranger to the love 
had been between her and Leander; the 
enraged fair one therefore ſcrupled not to 
make her the confidant of the motive of 


| this laſt quarrel with her huſband, and 


the intention ſhe had of quitting him for 
ever; then, after conſidering a little 
in what manner ſhe ſhould manage this 
affair, gave the following orders: 


Cleora. © 1 would have you take a 
bhackney- coach for expedition fake, and 
go to mrs. Clip's, the tyre-woman, 
| © who cuts my hair, — I know ſhe lets 
_ * Jodgings; if ſhe has any apartment 
© empty, hire it directly ; but if her houſe 
happens to be full, do not return with- 
_ © out procuring one for me in ſome other; 
' «© for I am determin'd to go. this very 

* afternoon, and ſhall think every mo- 
ment an age till I am out of this de- 


* teſted place.” 


While the maid was gone, Clears ſet 


about Packing up her cloaths and jewels, 
which. 
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which ſhe did with ſuch adroitneſs and 
alacrity, that in leſs than an hour every 
thing belonging to her was ready to be 
ſent 7 away; — in a little more than that 
time Betty return'd, and told her that 

mrs. Clip's firſt floor being let ſhe had 
agreed for the parlours, Which ſhe ſaid 

were very handſome, and ſhe believed her 
ladyſhip would approve of, at leaſt till a: 
better. apartment could be provided. 


Cleora was ſatisfy'd, — another coach 
was call'd to carry her, and the maid fol- 
low'd in the other with the luggage. 


Ariſtus was all this time abroad, — he 
went out with the gentleman who had 
call'd on him, and his abſence very much 
facilitated the execution of his wife's de- 
ſign; for had he been at home *tis certain 
that either his love or anger, or perhaps 
a mixture of both, would have attempted 
to detain her ; but what effects the ſteps 
ſhe had taken produced, both on the one 
and the other, muſt be left to the ſuc- 
ceeding chapter. 7 


CHAP; 


* 


* 
* * 
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CHAP. v. 


In which the conſequences of Cleora's 
 elopement, in relation both to herſelf 

and huſband, are fully ſhewn, and 

an end put to that ſuſpence which it 
7s highly probable the former pages 
may have excited in the mind of every 
intereſted and curi ous reader. 


Staid ſome hours at t the houſe of Ariſ- 

tus, expecting to be witneſs of ſome- 
thing extraordinary in his behaviour, 
when he ſhould be told of the departure of 
his wife; but he returning not in all that 
time, I grew weary of the tedious atten- 
dance and quitted my poſt in order to go 
home; for as to Cleora, I had no thoughts 
of viſiting her in her new apartment 'till 
next morning. 8 


It not being late, however, I took it 
into my head to call in at a great coffee- 
houſe in my way, and lucky was it for 
the gratification of my curioſity that I 
did ſo I found Ariſtus there, —he was 
ſitting at a table in one corner of the 
room, ſome diſtance from the other 

; COm- 


{ 
q 
N 
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company, with paper and a ſtandiſh be- 


fore him; — I advanced with all the 


ſpeed I could towards him, and ſaw him 


write the following billet : a 
To LAND ER. 


cc S I R, 
| OU are a villain, * have les 


„% IJ yourd to wrong me in a point 
* too tender to be forgiven : — I need 
«© only tell you, that I am the hufband. 
ce of Cleora, to inform you both of what 
c ] mean, and what ſort of ſatisfaction 


4 my honour demands from you, which 
« expect you will give me to-morrow 


15 morning at ſeven; in the Artillery- 


ge: Tothill-fields: — the bearer 


„ has. orders to walt your anſwer to 


0 ARISTUS, 


This he ſent by a pott to ks Braund's 


1 head in Bond- ſtreet, at which houſe, as 


I afterwards diſcover'd, he had with a 
good deal of pains got intelligence that 


Leander conſtantly ſupp'd every night. 


1 waited behind Ariſtus with an impa- 


tience, perhaps, not inferior to his own, 
to ſee what reply Leander would make | 
to the above, till the porter return'd Þ 


To 


from him with. theſe lines: : 


— F — Y n [ — YI =_— 7 oa lt i * 


„ Ay 


pom 1— 'T 
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To ArisTUs. 


cc 4 IR, 
„TH O' your telling r me that you are 
al A the huſband of Cleora cannot 


« make me in the leaſt ſenſible how I 
{© deſerve the name of villain, yet I can 
9 calily g gueſs at the ſatisfaction you re- 
gquire, and ſhall not fail to meet you at 
e the hour and place appointed, in hopes : 
of being better inform*d for what ima- 
„ ginary cauſe you treat in this manner 
| © a perſon who neither knows or ever 
Ko had any deſign to injure you. 
„ [,EANDER, 


Alriſtus, after having read this, .ſtaid 
no longer than to drink one diſh of 
coffee; as I perceived he turn'd that way 
which led to his own houſe, I could not 
forbear accompanying him thither; and 
J believe, by what | have to relate, the 
reader will think I had no reaſon to re- 
pent the pains I took. 


He was no ſooner enter'd than ke aſk'd 
haſtily for his wife, doubtleſs with an in- 
tention to renew his reproaches, and give 
a vent to ſome part of the fury he was 
poſſeſs'd of; but never certainly did aſto- 
niſhment work a more ſtrange effect. on 

bang, 
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being told by the footman who open'd 


the door, that ſhe was gone, and the 
manner in which ſhe wear, the ſudden 


ſhock at once deprived him both of peech - 


and motion, — his iace grew pale as ny 


— his eyes were fix'd in a ſtupid ſtare, and 
had he been buried for three days, ſcarce 


could he have appeared more the ghoſt of 
what he was the moment before. 


His deaden'd faculties by degrees revi- 


ving, the firſt uſe he made of them was to 
call up all the ſervants, aſking firſt one, 
and then another, — why ſhe was ſuf⸗ 
fer'd to depart, —why they did not ſtop 
her! — to which they anſwer'd, that ha- 
ving no order from him they durſt not 


preſume ſo far and beſides, they knew 


nothing of her going till they ſaw the 
coaches at the door and the portmanteaus 
carry'd out. 


He next demanded to what place ſhe 


had directed herſelf to be carried; but 
both Cleora and her maid having taken 


the precaution to give no order to the 


coachmen till they were got ſome diſtance 


from the houſe,. no one of them was able 
to give him any information, on which 


he ſent them out of the room, not with- 


out ſome curſes on ages indolence in not 


— 


him⸗ 


' a ˙ 9. @ 


* 
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himſelf alone, began to give a looſe to 
the dictates of his delpait and rag in 
theſe expreſſions: 


Ariſtus. Then ſhe is loſt! — for ever 
loſt to me! for if ſhe ſhould return, 
my honour, after this, would not per- 
mit me to receive her. Why did I ever 


marry |! — What demon tempted me to 


become the huſband of a woman, whom 
I knew all mankind who ſaw mult love 
as well as I 1 — Yet how ſecure, how 
happy did I once think myſelf in her 
embraces! — Too bleſs'd, indeed, had 


© ſhe never given me reaſon to believe her 


falſe Heavens! that ſo fair an outſide, 


ſuch ſeeming innocence, ſhould be the 


varniſſi of a foul polluted mind |—Curſe 


on my fond paſſion ! — curſe on her fa- 
tal charms ! — Oh the deceiver | — the 
vile hypocrite, while in my arms ſhe. 
languiſh'd for another! — There is no 
longer any room for doubt, her flight 
has proved her guilt. Revenge is NOW 


my ſole relief; — ſhe for the preſent 


has eſcap'd my reach; but I will ſtab 
her image in Leander's heart, Oh that 
it were morning, that J might put a 
huſband's mark upon the * adul- 
terer l' 


While 
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thou reduced me! 


40 * 


While uttering the latter part of this 
exclamation he flew about the room as 
if totally bereft of reaſon ; till his ſpirits, 
at length exhauſted by the violence of 
his rage, funk into the contrary extreme, 
— that of dejcEtion ; : — he folded his 
arms, ſigh'd, and with tears burſting 


2 from his « eyes, cry'd out : 


n. Oh Cleora! — N 
© lovely perfidious wanton, to what haſt 


# _ . 


He then threw himſelf down on 2 


ſettee, with groans like thoſe which iſſue 


from the breaſts of men dying in their 
full vigour; whence, after having lain 


Tome time, he ſtarted up ſaying : 


2 "RY Io I will think no more; — to 
hear of my diſtractions would but ſooth 
her Pride. 


He now ſeem'd a little more compoſed, 
and calPd for ſomething to eat; but on 
its being brought could only mangle a 
cold chicken, without being able to put 


one morſel into his mouth, ſo roſe from 
table and went up to his own chamber, 


where I did not think fit to purſue him, 


as having as. ſeen enough to make 
- mi 
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me know the preſent diſpoſition of his 


E mind. 


. It was my full intention, however, to 
go in the morning to the Artillery- 
ground, to be ſpectator of the combat 
between him and Leander; but was diſap- 
pointed by ſleeping beyond the time they 
were to meet; — this a little vex'd me, 
but I conſoled myſelf with the thoughts 
of being able to hear the event, by call- 
ing ſome part of the day at the houſe of 
of Ariſtus, for I knew not where Lean- 
der lived; but my concern for Cleora 
carrying me firſt to her lodgings, I there 
got all the intelligence I wanted. | 


found chat lady, as I believe, juſt 


' riſen from her bed, for ſhe was in a looſe 


entire deſhabille :— ſhe leem*d very pen- 
five, and had the marks of her jealous 
huſband's reſentment ſtill flagrant on her 
lovely face; — Betty was not with her 
when I came in, but enter'd immediately 
| after, and ſurpriſed her with theſe words: 


Betty. Oh! madam, — I have the 
 $ ſtrangeſt thing to tell you!! 


Cleora. What is it?“ 


Betty; 
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Betty. © Who does your ladyſhip 


8 — 55 I have ſeen! pe 


Cleora. Nay I know not. — Who, 
p prithee? 8 


Betty. The very footman that brought 
your ladyſhip tlie letter yeſterday, and 
< put my maſter into ſuch a rage; — 


* was never ſo confounded in my whole 
ie. 


Cleora. © Confounded, for what ? — 
* Where did you ſee him? 


Betty. © In the kitchen, madam : 
© when I went down, juſt now, to Ot 
© on the tea-kettle for breaktaſt, who 
« ſhould I ſee there but him talking to 
mrs. Clip: — his maſter lodges here i in 
© the pa above.“ 


| ere. „Gi — was there 
ever 19 unfortunate an accident! — to 


come to lodge in the ſame houſe with the 

© man whom at preſent it moſt behoves 

me to avoid Do you think he knows 
you ?? | 


. O pes, madam ;—your lady- 
< ſhip may remember it was I that took 
N the 


> „ „ h B 
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the letter from him and carry'd. down 
* your anſwer: — | warrant he knows me 
again; but if he did not, I find mrs. 
Clip has been babling to him about 
your ladyſhip, for I heard her mention 
your name as I was _ the e 


| Cleora. Sure I was infatuated not to 
| © forbid that woman telling any body I 

| © was here; — but I muſt remove imme- _ 
© diately z —it would be my utter ruin if 
| © my huſband, or any of his friends, 


© ſhould hear I Had lain in this houſe one 


© one night.“ 


Betty Very true, indeed, madam, 
— and as ſoon as your ladyſhip has 
0 1 your breakfaſt, I will go out and 
8 another lodging? | 


Cleora. © Don't talk of breakfaſting; 
— I will have you go this inſtant, — 1 
am diſtracted to think where I am.“ 


Betty. Dear anni. I beg you will 
not put yourſelf into ſuch a hurry of 
© ſpirits, it ſeems Leander is gone abroad, 

and theſe gay gentlemen, when once 

they go out, ſeldom return all day: — 

I will engage your ladyſhip ſhall be re- 

* moved before he knows any thing of 


our bein here,” 
1 4 Cleora, 
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4 Cleora. Tou talk like a fool ;—as he 
c went out ſo early, he is the more like- 
= Illy to come home to dreſs, — therefore 

© prithee get away, — I would not have 
© him ſee me here for the world.“ 


r ˙ A 
of * 2 mn 1 — 
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1 | + Betty, finding her lady ſo reſolute, 
made no farther delays, but went into 
1 the next room and huddled on her capu- 
4 chin and gloves, which done, ſhe return'd 
40 and aſk'd what part of the town would 
i he moſt agreeable to her; — to which 
1 Cleora reply'd, — that all ſituations were 
alike indifferent to her; but ſhould chuſe 
ſome one or other of the ſtreets that 
turn'd out of the Strand, as ſhe mult be 
private for a while, and had fewelt ac- 
quaintance that way, — and then bid her 
lend mrs, Clip to rr 


222 . JS — 
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The maid went out, and mrs. Clip en- 
ter'd the room preſently after; — Cleora 
told her the circumſtances of her affairs 
laid her under a neceſſity of removing 
from her houſe, and intreated ſhe would 
not make mention of her having been 
there to any one who might enquire for 
her ; — the other expreſs'd a good deal 
of concern for loſing ſo good a lodger, 
and aſſured her of obſerving ſecrecy in 


the 28 ſhe deſir'd. 
While 
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While BAY were talking, a loud knock 


ing at the door made mrs. Clip run to the 
parlour window, and {ecing who it was 


cry'd out, 


Mrs. Clip. « Bleſs me ! tis Leander. 


_ © his cloaths are all bloody, and his arm | 


in a ſcarf!—he has been fighting, that's 


certain! I thought there were fome 


* ſuch thing in hand, by his going out ſo 
early this morning; 2 beg your lady- 
« ſhip's pardon, I mult run and ſee if he 


_ © wants any thing I can do for him. 


"Chas was too much aka at the 
name of Leander, and the condition ſhe 
heard he was in, to offer to detain her, 


and after ſhe was gone fell into a pro- 
found reſvery, which held her for, I be- 


lieve, not leſs than half an hour; and 
perhaps might have done ſo much longer, 
if ſhe had not been rouſed from it by a 
gentle knocking at the parlour door ;— 
but how greatly was ſhe ſurpriſed, — * 


on her calling to the perſon to come in 
ſhe ſaw Leander enter; — ſhe ſtarted, — 
trembled, and with a faultering voice 


. 1 thus to him: 


Cleora. Oh, fir, 4. viſit from you is 


«© wholly improper at this time !? 
Vor. II. F Leander. 
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Leander. ] hope not ſo, madam; 

< ſince I would not have ſo far intruded, 
< but to acquaint you with ſomething 
s which it may be convenient for you to 
£ know ;—1 have ſeen your huſband this 


6 morning. 


Clora. * Oh my del lng heart— 
<£ dread to aſk the * of ſuch a 
meeting! 


Leander, © You need not, madam, — 
« Ariſtus is unhurt, and I. bear only one 
flight token of his intent to take my 
« life.” 


Cleora. Then you have fought !* 


Leander. It was with the utmoſt re- 
£ oret I drew my ſword againſt the huſ- 
band of Cleora ; — but be pleaſed, 
£ madam, to peruſe this billet, and you 
«© will ſee the necellity that compell d me 

8 to it.“ E 

With cheſe words he . to her 
the challenge he had received the night 
before from Ariſtus; which, as ſoon as 
ſhe had look'd over, ſhe return'd to him 


San. — ſaying,” 
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Cora. Unjuſt Aden but I thank 
Heaven r nothing worſe has enſued P 
147 5 
Tennder: Heaven, madam, has in- 
| © deed alone the praiſe ; ſince it was not 
_ © to any ſuperior {kill of mine, or to any 
© generoſity in my antagoniſt, that J am 
« indebted for my N but to a 


© kind of miracle.” 


Cleora. As how; pray, fir, inform 
6 me 15 | 


Leander. know not, madam, whe⸗ 
_ © ther I can make you ſenſible how the 
thing happened, as your ſex are igno- 
rant of the. terms made uſe of in the 
deſcription of ſuch rencounters; but I 
will do my beſt: When firſt we met, I 
would have endeavour'd to reaſon him 
| © out of a miſtake ſo i injurious to you and 
| © his own peace of mind, as well as to 
«* myſelf z but he refuſed to liſten to any 
arguments I had prepar'd, and flew upon 

me with the rage of an incenſed lion ;— 
© by the manner of his fighting, I caſily 
perceived he came with a reſolution 
either to kill or be kill'd; — ſo as I Was 
deſirous of avoiding both the one and 
the other, I only ſtood upon my defence 
* and parry'd the puſhes he made, hy 
FS :- 
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< in aiming at my breaſt he ſeveral times 
© expoſed his own :—the moderation I ob- 
ſerv'd but inraging him the more, he at- 
tempted to cloſe with me; and in that 
action I received a wound in my right 
< arm a little above the bend, which hin- 
dering me from making any uſe of that 
£ wriſt, I ſhifted my ſword into the other 
< hand, ſaying to him at the ſame time, 
cc You ſee, fir, I am diſabled, - we muſt 
leave the deciſion of this affair till ſome 
<< other time.“ - No, cry*d he, I am 
ce not ſo weak as to loſe the advantage 1 
<« have gain'd.“ — On this I retreated 
+ ſome paces, and then redoubling his at- 
< tacks, the auk ward oppoſition I could 
now make would not have protected me 
one moment longer, if in the very criſis 
of my fate, when the point of his 
Weapon was juſt ready to transfix me to 
the earth, we had not fortunately been 
: ſeparated : — ſome people, whoſe win- 
dos had a proſpect of the Artillery- 
ground, ſaw the firſt of our engagement, 
and making all the haſte they could to 
prevent the threaten'd miſchief, arrived 
in the inſtant I have mention'd, beat 
down the ſword of Ariſtus, and placed 
4 * belore me as a ſhield.” 


V e ; 
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Cleora. How this account has made 
© me ſhudder !— What then oy Ariſtus 
« do! „ 


Leander. Walk'd follealy away, pur- 
* ſued by the reproaches of my deliverers 
till he was out of hearing; and it was 
© with much ado that I prevaiPd with 
them to offer him no farther inſults. — 
But, madam, while | am giving you 
* the hiſtory of my ill treatment, I fear 
it is in your power to prefent me with a 
more ſhocking detail of the cauſe that 
\ brought on hither 2? 


2 c It i 1s fuel a one, indeed, as 
© if the world be not as unjuſt as Ariſtus, 
vill eaſily abſolve me for the reſolution 
I have taken of never living with him 
more; — but it would happen very un- 

© lucky for my reputation, ſhould it be 

* known I have ſeen you even this once; 

I therefore intreat that after J go hence 
you will not think of making me 10 

future viſits. | 


| Leander. <© Tho? it is hard to ſulfer for 

© the faults of another, yet, madam, be 
© aſſured 1 ſhall never deſire any thing | 
that may give Ariſtus a pretence for | 
© his ill treatment: — I flatter myſelf, . |} 
= F 3 | © how | 
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« however, that the remembrance of our 
former tenderneſs is not ſo totally obli- 
© terated, but that friendſhip hay ſub- 
« fiſt between us; — you may, at leaſt, 
| * permit me to Write to you lometimes.” 


— arr 4 08 9 ef cnn 75 e * 3 . — * 
Nr Toe - e > — * 4 L » 


FAQ... - 
N — — py 
— — do - 4 * . * 5 Kg * es * padre 
wy 5 rn W * ** - 5 mn 
43 N —— 
0 2 2 A > 7 


Cleora. © 1 not whether even. 
£ that would not be too much. | 


ny 
rr 
rs r 2 — © 


Y wa Mad, i re at; 


Leader. < diicker virtue, nor duty 
© to the beſt of huſbands, could fer down 
« as a fault the favour I requeſt; and to. 
prevent all miſinterpretations of our in- 

* nocent correſpondence, I ſhall take ſuch 
precautions as will kee it a | ſecret from 
will keep 

all the world. 
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Sade: 0 Well, fir, IJ cannot refuſe 
this proof of your compaſſion for me, 
and think I ought not to deprive my- 

* ſelf of any innocent conſolation under 

my preſent affliction; — you may there- 
fore be aſſured that I ſhall receive, and 

« anſwer your letters, with all the ſatisfac- 
tion a woman in my circumſtances either. 
can or ought to Rel. 


X „ 


He was going to make ſome reply 
5 Betty return'd from her errand ; — 
the was a little ſurpriſed at ſeeing him 


e and ſaid nothing till her lady, im- 
Patient. 
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. patient to know the ſucceſs of what ſhe 
had been about, ſpoke thus to her: 


Cleora. * Well, Betty, have you done 


the buſineſs [ ſent you on ?? 


| Belly. Jes, Madam — pleaſe to ſtep 
into the next room and I will give you 


| © an account.” 


Cheers. No, you may tell me here, 
— I dare truſt this e I diſcre- 


F tion.“ 


The maid then inform'd her that ſhe 
had agreed for lodgings at the houſe of a 


great taylor, whom ſhe nam'd, in Nor- 
folk- ſtreet; —on this Cleora deſired Lean- 
der to retire, ſaying ſne muſt get herſelf 


ready, for ſhe was determin'd to depart 


immediately; — he offer*d not to oppoſe _ 
her deſign; but tho? the leave they took of 


each other now was accompany*d with the 
greateſt reſpect on his fide, and reſerve on 


her's, I could eaſily perceive that this in- 


terview had rekindled in both their hearts: 
thoſe flames of en they before had 
felt. | 


Aﬀer he had left the on Cleora's 
things not having been unpack' d, there 


needed little . for her going; 
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'—ſhe ſent for mrs. Clip, and made her a 


handſome preſent for the trouble ſhe had 
given her houſe; but finding her a tatling 
woman, acquainted her not with that to 
which ſhe was removing ; — I ſaw both 
the miſtreſs and the maid, with all their 


luggage, depart in the ſame manner they 


had come; but did not accompany them 


to their new habitation, as I could not. 


promiſe myſelf with finding any thing 
there as yet worthy of my enquiry. 


The diſcourſe of the town afterwards 
informed me, that Cleora had employ'd a 
lawyer, and was ſolliciting either to have 
her whole fortune return'd, or an annual 


allowance to the amount of the intereſt of 
it: Ariſtus was at firſt refractory to all 


propoſals of this nature; but all his 
friends, and his mother in particular, 
joining their perſuaſions, he at laſt was 


prevail'd on to ſign articles of a final ſepa- 
ration; by which it was agreed that ſhe 
ſhould have a penſion of three hunderd 


pounds a year during his life, and in 


caſe he died before her, her whole fortune 
reſtored, | 


4 frequently call'd upon Cleora, and 
found that during this negotiation with 
her huſband ſhe kept her reſolution of not 


ſecing Leander; but that affair was no 
ſooner 
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ſooner over than he viſited her every day, 
— the conſequence of which may eaſily 
be gueſs d at, and was in a ſhort time 


proved; for they went to Paris togethex, 
and ſtill continue to reſide there. 


This laſt action of Cleora' s has * 
leſs given the world room to believe ſhe 
had not been wrong'd by the ſuſpicions 
of Ariſtus; but whoever is of this opi- 
nion does her a great deal of injuſtice, — 
the Inviſible Spy is a witneſs for her, that 
her inclinations were virtuous; — her diſ- 
poſition grateful and ſincere, and had 
ſhe been treated with that confidence a 
good wife ought to have been, no temp- 
tations would have had the power to 
have made her otherwiſe : — let all huſ- 
bands therefore beware how they pro- 
voke, by ill uſage and diſtruſt, the fate 
they would avoid 5 — and oblerve this 
maxim of che poets : N 


8 He that would die the fair i” 
true and kind, 

By love muſt clap a \padlock on her: 

mind.“ 
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CHAP. VI. 


Treats of divers and ſundry matters, 
"ſome of which the Invijible author. 
alters himſelf will be very agreeable 
te the greateſt part of the readers, but 
, contrary to his expectations, they 
ſhould happen to be found otherwiſe, 

be hopes at leaſt they will be excuſed 
on account of hers, both paſt: and to 


come, more entertaining nd fur table 
o his taſte. 


WIE my . was not attach'd 
to the purſuit of any particular ad- 
venture, I frequently ſtepp'd, for the ſake 
of amuſement,” into one or other of our 
great coffee-houſes; and, indeed, ſeldom 
return'd from any of them without bring-. 
ing home ſomething worthy of my. very 
ſerious reflections l 


Thef: places, 1 think, may . pro- 
priety enough to be call'd the world in- mi- 
niature, as they preſent you with ſome 
part of almoſt 2 thing that is in it ;— 
the variety of company and of humours 
one meets there, ul the mind with an 


agree- 
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agrecable medley, which, when ſeparated 
and digeſted by meditation, enlarges the 
underſtanding, and gives us ideas which 
otherwiſe might perhaps: be for ever 
ſtrangers to us. 


The affairs « of the army, the navy; the 
ſenate-houſe, the council-board, are here 
freely diſcuſs'd, and cenſur'd or approv'd 
according to the different intereſts or incli- 
nation of the ſpeakers ; — our ſtock at 
home, + our- colonies abroad, our com- 
merce with our neighbours: our trade 
among ourſelves, with deaths, births, mar- 
riages, and intrigues, are promiſcuouſly- 
treated on ; — the courtier, the patriot, - 
the man of buſineſs, and the man of plea-- 
ſure, talk every one on matters relating 
to his own ſphere, and leave. you unin- 
formed of nothing. 


But it affords a good deal of diverſion 
to a curious obſerver, when there hap- 
pens to be in company ſome country 
ſquire, who perhaps ſees the town but 
once in half ſeven years, and knows no- 
thing of what is done in it but what he 
reads in thoſe few news papers which are 
permitted to be ſent down to the village 
where he lives; — how he ſtares, and 
gapes with his mouth wide open as if he 
would ſwallow all he hears, and every“ 
OR. now 
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now and then alks, — How can this be d 

— and — How can that be? — and ex- 

preſs his honeſt wonder on being told 

things which, indeed, without knowing, 

would ſcarcely be believed by perſons. 
brought up in leſs . 
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But, as. much as we town-bred. people 
may laugh at ſuch a one, there is, in my 
| opinion, another ſpecies of mortals yet 
more deſerving ridicule: — How often. 
have I ſeen a fellow almoſt as ignorant as 
the ſeat he fits upon, in every thing but 
the common occurrences of life, liſten 
with a ſhew of the greateſt attention to 
an abſtruſe argument? — give a ſignifi- 
cant nod at ſome parts of it, — ſhrug up 
his ſhoulders at another, — ſometimes 

ſhake his head, — wink with one eye, — 
ſeem to debate within himfelf to which of 
the orators he ſhould give the preference, 
and if aſk'd any queſtion by a by-ſtander 

on the occaſion, reply with all the gravity 
of a philoſopher, — Sir, I never give 
my ſentiments in thefe matters.“ 
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Whenever T chance to meet with ſuch 
a one, I cannot help remembering what 
the witty Earl of Rocheſter laid in one of 
his poems : 


When 
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When a ba among wile men does 
« ſilently ſit, 
A fool that ſays nothing may paß 
for a wit. | 


Impoſſi oY is it to deſcribe folly 3 in all 
its various ſhapes; but there is none 
more prepoſterous than when it puts on 
the garb of wiſdom, affects to be ſenten- 
tious and auſtere, and endeavours to hide 
its aſs's ears beneath the veil of deep pro- 
fundity ; — yet nothing is more common 
than. this, as may every day be ſeen on 
benches, more reſpectable than thoſe in 
the paces I am ſpeaking of. 


But it is very. likely that the- impatient 
reader will cry out, — What is all this to 
the purpoſe ?—and begin to think it high 
time I ſhould, relate Jomething for his 
entertainment, if not tor his improve- 
ment; indeed I cannot poſitively pro- 
miſe that I ſhall be able to do. either the 
one or the other, but I will endeavour the 
beſt can; and a candid mind will always 
allow that there 1 is ſome merit in a good 
intention. 
| Well then, — on the evening of that 
memorable day in which. Dr. Cameron 
Was executed, and the. bills tor. naturali- 
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ſing che Jews and for preventing clandeſ- 
tine Marriages had pats'd the royal aſſent, 
I went to a certain celebrated coffee-- 
| houſe at the court end of the town, neither 
White's nor St. James's, yet I found it 
as full of company, as ever I ſaw either. of: 
them. | 


The moment! enter'd the room I per- 
_ ceived the important tranſactions of the 
day engroſs*d the diſcourſe of the whole 
aſſembly, except among ſome few ſtrip- 
lings, ſuch as the French diſtinguiſh by 
the name of Petit Maitres, but by their 
_ drefs appear'd belonging to the army ;— 
theſe I left to adjuſt their ſword-Knots 
and toupees, and advanced where a ſet 
of more ſerious gentlemen traced my 
attention. | | 


1 found they had been Andi of the 
Marriage-Bill; but whatever arguments 
had been urged among them, pro and 
con, either in vindication or diſapproba- 
tion of it, were all over before I came; 

and the firſt thing I heard, and which 
made me know what had been the ſub- 
r of their converſation was this: 
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BY" 6d Gentleman. © I am very ſenſible, 

1tlemen, that it does not become us 

* to make objections to any bill in parlia- 
oy 28 | 
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ment, after it is once enacted into a 
law: — but I heard of an odd accident 
6 ny ce, yeſterday, which may ſerve - 
to ſhew the conſequences that are like- 
ly to attend laying ſuch a reſtriftion on 


«. the hearts of young people; — if you. 
| * pleaſe I will relate it to you.“ | 


Second. G cutleman. 62 Pray do, fir. 


Third Gentleman. Sy 1 dare anſwer it . 
8 will be a favour to us all.” 


Firſt Gentleman. © You muſt know., 


* gentlemen, that I am acquainted with 
© an eminent citizen, who has under his 
NED a young lady call'd miſs 
aſty, a fortune of twenty thouſand 
pounds; l take him to be a worthy ho- 
©. neſt man, and one who would faithful- 
ly difcharge the truſt repoſed in him; 
6 elne buſineſs obliging me to call oo; 
„him this morning, I found him with a. 
« countenance full of trouble and confu- 
ion; — on my aſking him if any mis- 
fortune had happen'd in his family, he 
© reply'd, — There are few things 
© could give me more concern, — maſs 
« Haſty is married, and has thrown her- 
„ ſelf away in a moſt ſtrange and unac- 
| 4 countable manner.“ 7 


On 
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On my expreſſing ſome ſurpriſe, he re- 


lated the whole ſtory to me, which I will 


give you the particulars of, as near as I can 
remember, in the ſame manner he told 


them :. 25 


a The Marriage-Bill, it ! had been 
* a great bugbear to this young lady all 


© the time it was depending in parliament, 


and when ſhe heard it had paſs'd both 


© houſes, and waited only the royal aſ- 


* ſent, ſhe took a reſolution not to leave 


© it in the power of her guardian to oor 
© any conſtraint upon her inclination ; 
by ſhe had no lover, ner was there any 


© particular perſon to whom ſhe wiſh*d to 
be united for life, yet was determined 


to be ſo to ſomebody or other; — ac- 
ef cordingly ſhe went yeſterday. morning 


© into the counting-houſe, . where my 
< friend's clerk, a ſpruce young man, ſat 


© writing at his deſk, — ** Goodmorrow, 


„ mr. Cypher, faid* ſhe, . do you not 
vonder what brings me here ſo early?“ 


„2 have not yet had time for won- 
& der, miſs, anſwer'd he, you are but 


« juſt come in. But pray what are your 


" ja; 


ce commands: « have a mind to be 


* married, reſumed ſhe, will you have 
„ me? Certainly, mils. ſaid he, if 
e- were worthy of that honour,” — 


„ That 
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That is none of your affair, return'd 
*«« ſhe, if you agree to my propoſal throw 
c away your pen and go with me this 
„moment to May-Fair Chapel.” — The 

« young fellow, who imagin'd not ſhe. 
meant any thing more than to rally 
him, reply'd laughing, — <* With all 
«© my heart, miſs ; but ſhall we not make 
«© my maſter of our party?” - Piſh, 

« cry'd ſhe ſcornfully, I did not think: 
«© you were ſuch a fool; but remember 

„ what I ſay, you will hereafter repent 

your got taking me at my word.” 
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This . did not baulk her _ 
tion, —ſhe took a hackney-coach direct- 
ly, made herfelf be drove very ſlowly. 
up one ſtreet and down another, look= 
ing in at every ſhop ſhe paſs'd, till 
ſhe ſaw a neat young fellow behind 
a haberdaſher's counter ; — here ſhe 
ſtopp'd, and beckon'd him to come to 
her, — which he did, bowing very 
humbly; but ſhe made him come into 
the coach, and aſk'd bim if he were 
married; to which queſtion he anſwer- 
ing in the negative, ſhe made him the 
ſame offer ſhe had the clerk ; — the 
young fellow, who was only a journey- 
man, having no friends nor fortune to. 
ſet him up in his buſineſs, thought his. 
L. condition could not be made worſe by. 
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the venture, and after a ſhort pauſe 


© conſented ;— he would have gone back 


for his hat and gloves but ſhe would 
not permit him, and away they drove 


* to May-Fair, where they were imme- 
© diately married by one of thoſe parſons 
« who officiate there. 


* When the ceremony was over ſhe 


* ſent him home in another coach, tel- 


© ling him ſhe would come in about two 
© hours and claim him for a huſband, 
< which ſhe did after having hired hand- 
* ſome lodgings for the conſummation 
1 Ks their nuptials. 


© My friend was. ſurpriſed when dinner 


© was ferved up and miſs Haſty not at 
* table, and much more ſo on being, 

© told ſhe went out in the morning in a 
„ hackney- coach, without either her maid: 


or footman to attend her night com- 
ing on, and ſhe not return' d, che grew 
very uneaſy, — ſent to all her acquain- 


© tance in ſearch of her, but in vain, no- 
body had ſeen her the whole day: — the 
oF wet, on this, beginning to think the 
© offer the had made him was more in 


© earneſt than he had believed it, related 
6 * to his maſter all the conference That had 
afs*d' between them in the counting- 


< Fouſe, on which the honeſt gentleman 


Yo Was 


a * 
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* was almoſt out of his wits, — he ap- 
* prehended the truth of what had hap- 
« pen'd, and that all the meaſures he could 
© now take would be too late to gh; 
her ruin. 


He told me that no man had ever 
paſs'd a night in greater diſquiets than 
© he had the laft ; — the morning, how 
ever, put an end to the ſuſpence he 
had been in, — ſhe came and brought 
her bridegroom with her, — told him 
the morives that had induced her to 

« take the ſtep ſhe had done, and the 

manner in which ſhe had executed 1o. 

odd an enterprize ;—adding, that it was: 

© her glory to have diſappointed the le- 
giflature, and not left it in the power 
of any guardian either to diſpoſe of her 
hand, or reſtrain her for giving it 
* | wherever ſhe had. an inclination, 


* 


e The miſchief was now irremedible, 
© advice and reproof were equally in 
©. yain, ſo he anſwer*d little to the recital 
* ſhe had made him; and ſhe departed 
with her ſpouſe; taking with her her 
© two ſervants and all her baggage.” 


Here the alen ended hjs little 
narrative, and received the thanks of the 
l for che ele he had given 
| 5 nn 45 
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himſelf — after which one of them 


ſaid: „ — 


Second Gentleman © 1 * not doubt, 
© indeed, but that the paſſing this Bill 
4 „ will bring about many ſuch marriages ; 


* — have it confidently affirm'd, that 


ſince the bringing it into the houſe, 
<* which I think is not above three months, 
© there have been more couples noos'd in 


the Fleet, May-Fair, and other private 


© Chapels, than in all the Churches 
« throughout London in a whole Year.” 


Third Gentleman. c That may be; but 
© however unlucky it may prove to ſome 
« private families, I cannot think it con- 
cerns the public in any meaſure equal 
to the Naturalization. of the Jews ; — 


though, for my part, I am determin'd 


© never to give my vote for any member 
ho ſupported either.“ 


e ſeveral ſtarted u up, and REY" with 
one voice, — Nor I, — Nor IJ, by Hea- 
ven!“ — on which another, who [ had 


not heard ſpeak before, reprov'd the 


warmth they e expreſs'd 1 in theſe terms: 


Fourth Gentlemen. : Hold, gentlemen, 
whatever your thoughts are, it ſeems 
8 to me highly impolitie 1 in you to de- 
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£ _ them in this public manner ; 
© conſider, I beſeech you, that if what 


« you ſay ſhould reach the ears of the ho- 
* nourable houſe, they might, perhaps, 


rather than run the hazard of not being 
S rechoſen, eſtabliſh themſelves in their 


© {eats for ſeven, fourteen, or one and 


< twent ears, and lo on ad infinitum.” 
7 


Firft Gentleman. « What, a mera 


« dictatorſhip '—Tuſh, —tuſh, the 9 | 


« would not bear it.“ 


Second Gentleman. 6 Nom no, they would 
© not bear it.“ 


Fourth Genileman. * Indeed they would 
bear that and every thing elſe ; — you 
© are quite miſtaken in your fellow-fub- 
« jets, — they are not what they were in 
former days; — ſome few of them, its 
true, might bounce and bluſter a little 


when once the fire of the liquor was 
evaporated they would cool like a diſh 
of tea, and become as gentle and tract- 
able as lambs.” 


GF A  & © 


27 hird 1 < Sir, I have the 

* honour to be entirely of your way of 
thinking ; — the ancient ftubbornneſs 
of the * of 3 has been 
1 


a @& 


at firſt, eſpecially over their cups, but 
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© worn off for a long time, — they now 


know better than to be too ſtrictly tena- 


£ cious, like their leſs wiſe forefathers, of 
* what they .call their rights and privi- 
© leges ; — the luxuries of life have taken 


” off all their fierceneſs, and while they 
are indulged fo far as to be left to play 


at — Laugh and lie down, — will never 
go to bara-bead: with any body.” 


Firſt Gentleman. That i is very true in 
© moſt caſes ;—but an Election is a m__ 
< of a different nature from others ; — 


© you do not conſider that an Election is 


© a kind of harveſt, both in town and 
country, and a man ſometimes gets as 
much tor his vote as enables him to pay 
his taxes for a rwelvemonth. ; 


ud Gentlemen. Ay, ay, we mall | 


© find no cities, towns, or Corporations. 


that will do like the Weſtminſter elec- 


© tors, — ſet up a candidate, and raiſe 
* a contribution to bear the EIS of his 
5 ſtanding.” 


Third Gentleman, © No.—if es did, 
© might like them too be left in the lurch, 


* and laughed at for their pains.” 


There is no pretending to ſay how long 


this diſpute would have laſted, or in what 
manner 


I X K & _ @ 
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mane it would have ended ; — the. ſud- 


den appearance of an uncouth man at the 
farther end of the room, put a ſtop to all 
the converſation, and drew the eyes of the 


whole company upon him; — he looked 
wildly about him tor ſome moments, *till 
the waiter aſking him what he wanted, he 


ane in accents which ſhewed: him to 


be Iriſh. 


Iriſhman. * Arra, joy, — TI would 
© know of you where I can get to the 
8 pee of my couſhin Mac Dunder ? 


WWaiter. © You have no coſin here, 80 
about your buſineſs. 


* 


Iriſoman. Arra, 3 you 1 


G a 


give a ſhivil anſwer to a poor ſtranger 3 


— it is not ſo you would be ſerved if 
you came to Eireland. 


Mailer. © I ſhan't make 1 trial. - 


© Go, I ſay, — this is no Place for ſuch 


j * 


as you. 


tr was By my PTY joy, an 
honeſt Eiriſhman that carries a chair 


you did know my couſhin Mac Dunder 


him.? 
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above here did ſent me to you, and ſaid 


very well, and could tell me news of 
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On this the pert ill-natured waiter was 


going to puſh him out of the houſe, but a 


gentleman, either through pity, or for the 
lake of having ſome ſport with him, called 
him back with theſe words: | 


Gentleman. Come wks; friend, — 


Who is it you enquire for?“ 


Iriſhman. For my couſhin Mac Dun- 
der; — myſelf is come all the way from 


A 


< Bullruddre on purpoſe to ſee him; — 


I hear he has got brave trade, and lives 


© as great as the Lord Leiutenant, and it 
may be he will do ſomething for his 
, poor mens 


Gentleman. * Is mr. Mac _ your 
couſin ? 


Triſbman, 11 by Criſt and St. 
Patrick, is he, my own ful couſnin.' 


: Gentleman. Well then, I'II tell you 
where you may find him.” | 


Triſbman. | © Bleſs your ſweet face” 
Gentleman. * At Paris. 
Iriſoman. And where is that place, 


5 „ Gentleman. 
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Gentleman. * Not above a thouſand 
miles hence. 


Iriſhman. * Hubbubboo; — and how 
© ſhall myfelf get there? — I have but 
one thirteen- -pence piece and two rap- 
paree halfpence in a My purſe.“ 


Gentleman. © You had better not at- 
© tempt it; for to tell you the truth, I 
© believe he is gone by this time, though 
much againſt his will, ſomewhat far- 
« mer” =: 55 4 


Triſhman. If I could have feen him he 
might have taught me the ſame trade of 
gaming that he has got ſo much by.“ 


Gentleman. What he has got you 
© had better be without; — ſo, friend, I 
© would adviſe you to go back to Bullrud- 
dre, — and here 1 is ſomething to help 
bear your charges.“ 


The gentleman then threw him half a 
crown and turned away, and the poor 
fellow went out of the houſe, ſhaking his 
head and looking extremely piteous. 


The name of Mac Dunder and his late 
tranſactions were well known to moſt of 
the company, and ſome diſcourſe concern- 
Vor. II. us — = 
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ing him enſued among them, which, in re- 
ſpect to ſome who have been his aſſociates, 
1 ſhall forbear to . 


L was juſt thinking to quit this place, 


and was already at the door, when a hack- 
ney- coach ſtopp'd, and the driver of it 


alighted from his box, and aſked if one 
mr. Youngly was in the coftee-room ; on 


which the gentleman who owned that 


name came out and ftepp'd to the coach 
fide, where a lady puting out her head 
faluted him with this reproach : 


Lady. How cruel are you to oblige 
me to this method of ſeeing. you? — 
IT can ſcarce live a day without you, 
yet you have ſuffered me to * 
for almoſt a whole weck. . 


GK RM KX ÞK 


Younely. I have had buſineſs, and 
could not think a lady, who beſides her 
huſband has a plurality of lovers, could 
want conſolation for the abſence of one ; 
— mr. Miramour was doubtleſs in the 
way to ſupply my place.“ 


Lady. Ungrateful creature, do you 
not know that all the love I ever had 
for him vaniſhed at the fight of you, 
and that I have never ſince granted him 
the leaſt favour ? — But come in, — my 
fool 
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© foot of a husband is ſecure, and we may 
« paſs an hour or two at leaft together.“ 


Dungly. Impoſſible at this time, — 
© I have an engagement that | cannot dit 
* pence with.“ 


Lady. « Well then, mall we meet to- 


morrow? 


Voungly. To- morrow I will; — at 


* the old place, I ſuppoſe; — What 


3 hour?“ 


Lady. About eight : — But may ! 
3 depend upon you : py 8 


2 oungh. Lou way, I will not fail. 


The coach then drove away, andYoung- 


ly returned to his company; — bur who 
this lady was, and the effects of her un- 
happy conduct, mult be referred to ano» 
thef chapter. 
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CHAP. VII. 


Preſents the reader with a full view of 
the beautiful and much celebrated Sa- 
 bina, in an impartial deſcription of 
her Per ſon and character, with ſome 
particulars in relation to her two 

amcurs, and the conſequences which at- 
tended this laſt aſſignation made with 
her favourite Youngly, 


1 children do not always be- 
: nave in the ſame manner with their 
parents, is not ſo much owing to their 
3 5 born with different propenſities, as 
to their education and the company they 
may happen to fall into, at an age when 
nature is moſt liable to be ſway'd by ex- 
ample. 


We often ſee the moſt virtuous 1s couples 
unhappy in a degenerate offspring ; but 
we rarely ſee good branches ſprout From a 
vicious ſtock : — an evil diſpoſition may 
be corrected by advice, by perſuaſion and 
Del and a good one perverted by the 
ame means; but when a perſon is ſo un- 


fortunate as to be deſcended from baſe and 


wicked 
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wicked parents, is brought up under 
them, is witneſs of all their actions, and 
have companions of the ſame caſt, it is 
ſcarce poſſible that ſuch a one can have a 
mind enriched with any noble, or mora! 
principles. 


- P 


What other could the once Joarlies de- 
ceived Germanicus expect in his marriage 
with Sabina, than the vexations he has 
fatally experienced? — Can all the beauties 
of her perſon now make attonement for 
the blemiſhes of her mind? — No, — 
he rather curſes than admires thoſe 
charms. that drew him in, and wiſhes 
himſelf any thing ſo he were not a huſ- 


band. 
Yet ask him why he married, he will 


tell you he married a woman of fortune, 
quality, and an uncommon ſhare of 
beauty ; — all this 1s very true ; but a 

man not blinded by his N would 
have examined by what means the two 
former were obtained; and, above all, 
what ſort of diſpoſition was hid beneath 
the varniſh of an outfide lovelineſs. 


Was not her Family among the b 
rank, till one of them raiſed himſelf to 
opulence by actions which ought to have 
brought him to a Gibbet, and inſtead of 
3 ennobling, 
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ennobling his polarity, entailed on them. 
perpetual infamy ? — Was ſhe not trained 
up under a mother whoſe bad conduct 
has been equally notorious ? — Was ſhe 
not from her molt early years ſoothed in 
(very vanity, pampered in every luxury, 


and taught to think that appetites and 


28 were never given but to be in- 
olged? | | 


Could 6161 be ignorant of theſe 


glaring truths? — if he were not, yet 


raſhly ventured on ſo unpromiling a 


union, who can pity the misfortunes, the 


diſquiets, the diſgrace, it has involved. 
him in? 


The many proofs he gave of too 
warm an inclination, before marriage, as 
allo many of the ſeveral amours ſhe had 
alter ſhe became a wife, I ſhall paſs over; 
the firſt that made any great noiſe in the 
world was that with Miramour, whick. 
perhaps was chicfly owing to the manner 


of its commencement, which he thinking 


himſelf under no obligation to conceal, 
has ſince made no ſecret of in all compa- 
nies, whenever her name happens tc to come 


e the carpet. 


This gentleman had a miſtreſs, who, 
en accc unt of a certain haughtinc ſs i in her 
temper, 
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-E femper and behaviour, he call'd Roxana; 
he ſupported her in fo genteel a man- 
ner, that had her reputation been equal 
to her appearance, ſhe might have been 
entitled to the beſt company. — Charac- 
ter, however, was the leaſt thing con- 
ſider'd by Sabina in the choice of her ac- 
quaintance; — ſhe accidentally met with 
'» this lady at a milliner's, fell into diſ- 
courſe with her, liked her, invited her to 
her houſe, and there ſoon grew a great | 
intimacy between them, 
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That Wohn was kept by Miramour 
was no ſecret to the town, nor did ſhe 
attempt to make any of it to Sabina , — 
on the contrary, ſhe talk'd freely to her 
of many paſſages in their amorous con- 
verſation; but how dangerous is it for 
one woman to boaſt too much of the per- 
fectons of her lover, to another no leſs 
ſanguine in her conſtitution ? — Sabina, 
who had often ſeen Miramour without 

- taking any notice of him, now became 

ſo fired with the rapturous deſcription 
given of him by his miſtreſs, that ſhe in- 
ſtantly became her rival, and languiſhed 
to experience in reality that happineſs 
which the other ha given her lo high an 
idea of. 


Of N As: 
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As the never took any thing of this 
nature into her head without attempting 
to accompliſh it, and had no regard to 
decorum in the manner of her doing ſo, 
ſhe ſent a billet to him by a PT: con- 
taining theſe lines: 


To MIRAMOuR. 


«SIR, 


- * your attachment to the charms of 
| your kept miſtreſs makes you not 
40 tbot: on all the reſt of womankind as 
46 inſipid taſteleſs creatures, the invitation 
& this brings you will not be unwelcome; 
% — a Woman of quality, young, and 
« in moit men's eyes handſome, has 
6 i ſomething in you that excites in 
« her the deſire of a private interview, 
< and to that end will call on you this 
evening about ſeven at White's ; — till 
% when mult remain, 
* »With a great deal of impatience, 
«© Your INCOGNITA,”” 


ne Meſſenger who. G this had 
ſtrict orders not to tell from whom it 
came; — curioſity, however, for it could 
be call'd no other paſſion as yet, made 
Miramour punctual to the time, nor was 


Sabina leſs fo he had. not waited many 
minutes. 
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minutes before ſhe came; — on his com- 
ing into the coach he found her face en- 
tirely hid under her hood, which ſhe told 
him laughing, he muſt not expect to ſee. 
till they 1 were in a place more proper for 
him to give her proof how. agreeable it 
was to him; on this he ordered the 
coachman to drive to an adjacent tavern, 
where being ſhewed into a private room 


the lady ſoon threw: off her diſguiſe. 


He had not enough depended: on aa 
character ſhe had given of herſelf, not to 
be ſurpriſed and tranſported on finding 
Sabina in the perſon of his Incognita ; 
and expreſſed the ſenſe he had of the 
honour ſhe did, and the happineſs he 
noped their meeting would beſtow on 
him, in terms ſo warm, and ſo paſſionate, » 
as infinitely. charmed her. 


They paſſed ſome hours together to 
their mutual ſatisfaction, nor parted with- 
out an appointment to ſee each other the 
next day; but Sabina, not thinking it 
late to come often to ſo public a place as 
a tavern, undertook to provide a more 
proper ſcene for_the continuance of their” 
intrigue. 


As indolent as this lady is in moſt other 
affairs, it muſt be confeſſed that no wo- 
G 8 man 
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; man was ever more punctual, or more in⸗ 

defatigable in every thing relating to the 

i buſineſs of her love; — on conſulting 

with a female acquaintance, who had been 
often neceſſary to her on ſuch occaſions, . 
fae was adviſed by her to hire a private 

lodging, by the quarter, in ſome obſcure. 


35 3 


nook of the town, to which ſhe might re- 


1 tire whenever ſhe had a mind, as it © would 

be always ready, and neither herſelf nor 

. the friends ſhe ſhould bring with her be 
taken any notice of. | 
| Sabina highly approving of what ſhs- 

ö ſaid, the project was put in immediate 


execution; — the woman took upon her- 

ſelf the accompliſhment of what ſhe had 
propoſed, and eaſily found a place every 

way ſuitable for the buſineſs it was de- 
ſigned ; — the chamber was neat, ſpacious, . 

and well furniſhed; — there was a back 

coor to the houſe, through which any 

one might ſlip out in caſe of any danger of 
giſcovery ; and the landlady knew perfect- 

Iy well the decorum that ſhe ought to ob- 

ferve in regard to her guelis: — the 
heroine of this adventure was very much 
pleaſed with the accommodation procured 
tor her; and having got this receſs, 

il which, according to the French, ſhe uſed 

0 7 to call her Petit Maiſon, hencefor- 
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ward never met Miramour at any other 
place. 


But there was one thing I forgot to 
mention in giving the character of this 
lady, which is, — the uncertainty of her 
temper; — ſhe is no leſs inconſtant than 
ſhe is amorous, and changes her lovers al- 
moſt as often as ſhe does her garments, - 
and never keeps either till they are worn 
out; a new friend, like a new faſhion, is 
always eharming to her, but a very little 
time ſerves to make her. equally grow” 
_ of both, 


She loved Miramour till ſhe ſaw 
Youngly ; but there was ſomething in the 
perſon and converſation of this laſt gentle- 
man, that making reaſon coincide ' with 
paſſion, it is not to be wondered at that 
ſhe gave him the preference; and a 
woman of a leſs mutable diſpoſition might 
have been eaſily abſolved for transferring _ 
her affections to an object ſo much more 
worthy than the late engroſſer of her 
heart. 
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On her firſt acquaintance with him, ſne 
made advances to him which he is too 
much a man of pleaſure to reſiſt from any 
line woman; — he returned thoſe of Sa- 


bina in a manner which made her think 
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* 


him as much devoted to her as ſhe could 
with ; and it was not long before ſhe 
gave him an invitation to drink tea with 
her at her private apartment, where ſhe 
told him they might laugh away an hour 
without interruption. | - | 


He took the hint, and flew. to tlie 
lace of rendezvouz, here it is not to be 
doubted but he found all the welcome he 
could wiſh or 9 from the Weng 2 


fair. | 


They kad many 1 "iy but Voungly 
having by ſome accident heard of her in- 
trigue with Miramour, he not only fre- 


quently reproached her with it, but alſo 


was far from feeling for her that affection 
in his heart, which otherwiſe her beauty 
might have inſpired him with, as the 
reader will eaſily believe, by the recital .I 
gave in the laſt chapter of the converſation 
he had with her when ſhe called 958 him 


at the coffee- liouſe. 


In the mean time; Roxana, wi _ 
from the commencement of Miramour's 
acquaintance with Sabina, had ſeen him 


jeſs often than ſhe had been accuſtomed, 
and had alſo ſome other reaſons to ſuſ- 


pect a decreaſe in affection, began preſent- 


iy to im: gine : that lome new face had ſup- 


planted. 


The Inviiſible 8 9 73 
planted her; — ſhe complained to him of 


his unkindneſs, but he abſolutely denied 


having given her any caufe, and made à 
5 thouſand excuſes tor. his late behaviour; 
J but this did not ſatisfy her, — ſhe was: 


not to be deceived. in matters of which 
ſhe was ſo good a judge ; and convinced- 


chat ſhe had a rival, bent her whole 
thoughts on diſcovering the perſon. 


By an emiſſary whom ſhe employ'd to 


watch Miramour wherever. he went, ſhe- 


ſoon found out the place where he met 
the object of his new attachment; but 
as that lady was carry'd into the houſe: 


in a chair, with the curtains cloſe drawn, 
was ſtill as far as ever from knowing the 


face chat had undone her.” 


Upon enquiry among the neighhours, 


ſhe was inform'd that: the houſe was: 
noted for giving reception-to people who: 


liked each other more than they were: 
willing the world ſhould know they did; 
and this put a ſtratagem into her. head, 


which was crown'd with all the ſucceſs 
ſhe could wiſh or hope ; not only for ex-- 
ploring what at preſent was a myltery to 


ta her; but alſo for being amply. re- 


venged on her fair rival. 


The 
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The miſtreſs of Miramour knew the 
town long before ſhe knew him, and was 
not unacquainted with the cuſtoms of 
ſuch houſes; — ſhe went one morning to 
the governante of this, and after ſaying 
that ſhe had been. recommended by a 
perſon who knew her, told her ſhe ſhould 
be glad to have a chamber, to which ſhe 
might ſometimes come with a friend, 
whom it was not convenient for her to 
ſee at home : — the old gentlewoman re- 
ply'd, that her beſt room was rented by 
the quarter, by a lady who came often 
thither z and that the next, which was 
the only one ſhe had to ſpare, the others 
being occupy'd by herſelf and family, ſhe - 
fear d would be too ſmall. — Roxana 
cry'd, ſhe did not regard how ſmall it 
was, provided it was otherwiſe commo- 
dious; — on this ſhe was ſhew'd up to 
it, and finding it was divided from the 
other only by a thin wainſcot partition, 
preſently agreed for it, giving the old 
woman ſo good a premium in hand that 
he was hie ighly ſatisfied with her new in- 


| cumben 


=" "DOOM . ſo far of her de- 

18. as to get poſſeſſion of the very next 

room to that where her lover and his new 

miſtreſs met, ſhe began to conſider, that 
: | to 


The Inviſible „ 325: 
to go thither alone might raiſe ſome ſuſ- 
picions in the woman of the houſe, and. 
was a little at a loſs what man ſhe ſhould 
take with her and make paſs for a gallant, 
as whoever went he mult of neceſſity be 
made the confidante of the whole affair; 
— at laſt ſhe pitch'd upon the fellow. 
ſhe had employ'd as a ſpy upon Mi- 
ramour; — his appearance, indeed, was 
very mean; but that, ſhe thought, would 
not be regarded, becauſe there are many - 
fine ladies in town who might be glad of 
ſuch a place for an interview with their 
butler or coachman. . 


| Accordingly ſhe went the next day; ac- 
company'd by her pretended gallant z — 
chey were there ſome time before the hour 
in which he had told her he had ſeen 
Miramour go in, in order to prepare 
things for a more perfect diſcovery ; — - 
this was done by the young fellow's 
boring holes through the wainſcot in fo 
dexterous a manner, that they could ſee 
all over the room without being ſeen. 
themſelves, though they ſtood cloſe to the 
orifice : — no one, however, came that 
night, and the impatient Roxana was 
obliged to return home as unſatisfied as 
. ever. 
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The next "vi ſhe repair'd: thither again; 
attended as before, and met with the 
ſame diſappointment; but on the third 
was more ſucceſsful : — ſhe had not been 


many minutes in the chamber when a 


ruſtling of ſilks upon the ſtairs made her 


know ſomebody was coming up, on 
which ſhe ran haſtily, without 3 
any noiſe, to one of the peep-holes;— 


but how great was her aſtoniſhment — | 
ſhe ſaw Sabina enter; — ſcarce could ſhe 
refrain exclaiming aloud againſt the trea- 
chery of a woman,. who, after being 
made her confidant, had robb'd her of 


the beſt. part: of the * of her 


lover. ; 


But. ſoon the current of her paſſion 
turn'd a different way, when, inſtead of 
Miramour, - ſhe ſaw Youngly puſh open 


the door and throw himſeif into Sabina's 


arms * on which, withdrawing from her 
poſt, You fool, cry'd ſhe to her emiſ- 
« fary, to what a fruitleſs labour have 
you expoſed me ?—it is not Miramour, 
but Youngly that ] have all this while 
paid you for following. — Ho could 

you be ſo mope-ey'd as to miſtake the 
one for the other! 55 


45 Nay, 
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0 Nay madam, reply d the K I 
am ſure I know mr. Miramour, and T 
will ſwear that it was him that I ſaw 
come into this houſe, and preſently 
after a lady in a chair, as I then told 
you.“ — © *Tis falſe, return'd ſhe ; 
but look there and be convinced. ? 


"4: 


* 


* 


He then put his eye to one of the 
crevices ; but returning from it in a mo- 
ment, ſaid, —* Madam, I fee very plain- 
« ly that the perſon in the next room is 
not mr. Miramour, — and one I never 
ſaw before; yet am very poſitive it was 
mr. Miramour whom I follow'd from 

his own houſe to this very door.“ 


Roxana knew not what to think about 
this and faid no more; but, liſtening at- 
_ tentively to the converſation within, was 

preſently aſſured by it that her agent had 
neither deceived. her, nor had been de- 
ceived himſelf. 


The reader muſt obſerve, that this was 
the evening enſuing that wherein ſhe had 
call'd on him at the coffee- houſe, and the 
remembrance of the reproach he had 
then made her at the coach door, occa- 
hon'd her to ſpeak to him in this manner, 
while — hanging on his. breaſt: 
Sabina. 


1 N. Invjftl Sp v. 


Sabina. My PERS; dear Yourgly, [ 
© I hope you will now believe that 1 love 
vou above all the world.” | 


Dung hy. I know you love me enough 
© to make me happy, and I. ought to 
content myſelf with. the n 1 have 1 in 
—_— your affections. 8 


Sabina. Do nos talk of a ſhare, — 


by Heaven you engroſs me all | — my 
* ſoul and all its facultics are devoted to- 
Jou. 


2 dung y. And yet che letter Mira- 
& mour accidentally dropp'd in the Park. 
and I took up, flatter'd him with the 
6. lame aſſurances you now give me. 


gige « As J uber buy d 
the fool with him before I ſaw you, 
it was neceſſary I ſhould break with him 
c by degrees ;. for to have done it all at 

once might have made him expoſe me.“ 


Youngly. © You had once, however, 
*a real won for him.“ 


1 No, — it was all in imagi - 
nation; — 1 only fancied I lov'd him: 


eL you muſt know, that filly vain crea- 
| | 0 ture, 
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ture, his kept miſtreſs, was always fil- 
ling my ears with ſtories of the vio- 
lence of his affection for her; and it. 
Vas more to ſhew him the difference be- 

« tween ſuch a wretch and a woman of 
quality, than any extraordinary liking. 


* 


had to his perſon, that induced me 


to grant him the favours I did.” 


This was enough to let the liſtening 
Roxana into the whole of the affair; — it 


was with much ado ſhe reſtrained herfelf 


from flying into the next room, and re- 


turning the contempt thrown upon her- by 


the laſt words of Sabina; but juſt as ſhe. 
was at the door, and ready to burft in on 
the unſuſpecting pair, a raten ee 
made her turn back, — All I can ſay to 
this perfidious woman, cry'd ſhe to her- 
ſelf, will avail me nothing: — the. 
wrongs J have received demand a ven- 
geance more complete.“ 


* 


„„ 


She then ſat down again, and calmly- 


meditating. on what ſhe had to do, the 
_ fertility of her invention ſoon ſupply'd. 


her with the means of repaying, with in- 


tereſt, the double affront Sabina had 


given both to herſelf and Miramour, 


whom it is certain ſhe loved with more 


fincerity than is commonly found among 
woman of her profeſſion. 
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She ſtaid till the lovers took their 
leaves of each other, and heard an ap- 
pointment made between them to meet 


again on the enſuing 8 


Having fully perfected in her ind 
the deſign ſhe ſoon after put in execution, 


The and for the woman of the houſe 


and faid to her, — Madam, I know 
not but ſome gentlemen may paſs an 
hour or two with me here next Thurlſ- 
day ; — they may poſſibly come before 
me, but defire you will give them ad- 
mittance; and, to prevent miſtakes, as 
the furniture of the room is yellow, 
they ſhall aſk for the key of the papa 
chamber. 


The other reply'd; that ſhe might de- 
pend on her punctuality 1 in obſerving her 
commands; after which Roxana went 
away : but what ſhe meant by the orders 
fhe had given muſt be left to the next 


wrt mon to explain. 


CHAP. 


C HAP. VI 


Contains the cataſtrophe of an adventure, 


which the author thinks fit to declare 


is inſerted in theſe Iucubrations beſs 


to amuſe his reader than for the ſake 


of ſetting in à true light thoſe fatts 


which ſome people have artfully endea- 


woured to miſrepreſent to the public, 


R being now fully furniſhed 


with materials for her revenge on 


Sabina, without expoſing her beloved 


Miramour to the reſentment of an injured 
huſband, wrote to the latter the next 
morning, in words to this effect: 


40 


cc 


cc 


0 
CC 
te 
40 


To GERMANICUS. 
« 81 R, 


PE brings you a very ungratee 


ful piece of intelligence; — but, 
in my opinion, whoever ſees a perſon 
wronged and conceals it, takes part in 
the offence, and tho? innocent of the 


commencement of the crime, is acceſſary 
to the continuance of it; — it would 


« certainly 
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440 


86 


(C 


'Cc 


<c 


cc 


<c 


. '64 
Bo 


Cc 


certainly be the utmoſt injuſtice that 
you ſhould be the laſt perſon to know 
what concerns yourſelf alone, and [ 
therefore think it my duty to inform 
you of what chance has Ulcovered to 


„% me. 


« Your wife, Sir, is falſe to your bed, 
and laviſhes on mr. Youngly all thoſe 


favours which you have a right to en- 
groſs ; — the guilty pair meet twice or 


thrice every week, at a lodging ſhe 


remis by the quarter for that purpoſe. 


cc But to ſay your wife is guilty of ſo 


Tc 


(e 


E 
ce 


(0 


ce 


cs 


c 


cc 


cc 
«c 
cc 
T: 
40 
c 
a 


-n 


16 


foul a crime is doing nothing, without 
putting it in your power to prove her 
ſo; — the thing is eaſy, ſir, if you 
will follow my directions: ; — the lovers 
have appointed to meet to-morrow 
about ſeven at their uſual rendezvouz, 
— if you go at that time, or rather be- 
fore it, to the third houſe on the left 
hand in *** lane, on your aſking mrs. 
#### Who is the keeper of this private 
brothel, and telling her you want the 
key of the yellow chamber, ſhe will 
preſently conduct you to a room ad- 
joining to that which is the ſcene of 
your wife's looſe pleaſure ; — there are 
holes already bored through the wain- 
ſcot, through which you may plainly 

6 diſcern 
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diſcern all that paſſes. — It is at your 
*< own option, whether you will have any 
other witneſſes of your wife's tranſ- 
<< greſſion than your own eyes, and alſo 
« how to behave towards her after de- 
e tection. !— I have diſcharged the dic- 
„ tates of my conſcience in giving you 
< this information, and am, 


* 


[5 


* 


* 


« known. friend.” 
Your un nown. friend. 


« P. S. Be careful to drop no words 
« that may give the woman of the houſe 
© the leaſt cauſe to ſuſpect either who you 
08 are, or the motive of your coming. 


* 


It is convenient that I ſhould now ac- 
quaint my reader, that all I have hitherto | 
related of this ſtory has come to my 
knowledge entirely by the report of the 

perſons chiefly concerned in it, and with- 
out the leaſt aſſiſtance from my Belt of 
Inviſibility; — what yet remains to be 
told I have the teſtimony of my own eyes 
and ears to avouch. 


The many odd accounts I heard, from 
time to time, in relation to Sabina's con- 
duct, made me reſolve to go one day to the 

houſe of Germanicus, in order to ſatisfy 
gd 


* 


i & 
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my curioſity with ſeeing in what faſhion 
this couple behaved to each other. 


The lady was abroad when I came, but 
I found him up in his dinning-room, di- 
verting himſelf with playing on the flute; 
was ſoon after rous'd from that amuſement 
by the above letter being delivered to him 
by his man, ſaying, it was brought by a 
fellow who the moment he had put it in- 
to his hands vaniſhed like lightning from 
the door. 


The emotions with which he read it 
were very great, yet much leſs than might 
have been expected on ſuch an occaſion ;_ 
— he pauſed, — then read again, — ex- 
amined every line with heedful eyes, and 


Y 


ſeemed extremely divided in his thoughts 


what credit he ſhould give to the infor- 
mation hes at laſt laid to himſelf: 


1 0 «If any one had formed 
this contrivance, through a malicious 
deſign of ruining her reputation or my 
peace of mind, they would certainly 


E 
* have taken other methods, and not 
oy 


« by pointing out the place, the hour, put 
it in my power to prove at once the 
falſeneſs of the accuſation.” 


Aſter 
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After this he threw himſelf into an eaſy 
chair, — leaned his head upon his hand, 
and in that poſture continued muſing for 
a conſiderable time, — then ſeeming more 


reſolved, ſtarted vi and cry'd : 


Grrmanicus. © ic is eaſy for me to 
make enquiry if there be ſuch a houſe, 
* — if kept by a woman of the name 
mentioned in the letter, and what cha- 
« racter it bears. — Yet why ſhould I do 
this? — No, it is better to follow the 
inſtructions. given me, and be at once 
aſſured; — it ſhall be fo, — as Shakſpear 


makes Othello ſay, 


A A Tonk 


Il ſee before I doubt; ; when I Joc 
prove; 5 
And on the proof chere! is no more but 


this; | 
Away at once with love or Jealouly, 


He had ſcarce done repeating theſe 
lines, when Sabina came 1n finging an 
Italian air; — Germanicus endeavoured ro 
recompoſe his countenance; but could 
not do it fo wel! as not to mak: her take 
notice of the change, and aſk if he were 
out of humour ; —t0 which he reply'd: 


vor. 111 Ton 
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Germanicus. Out of humour, madam; 
< — no, — I have no cauſe, — none in 


0 the world. : 


Sabina. . think not, indeed; but 


c men will be peevith ſometimes, cauſe or 
„ not cauſe.“ | 


Germanicus. © I reſerve all my gaiety 


for to-morrow, — and would have you 


© do fo too; — a kinſman of mine 
makes an entertainment, and has ſent an 
invitation for us to be partakers of it.” 


Sabina. What to-morrow ?? 


— 


Germanicus. Yes, my dear, to- mor- 


row evening; — ſo deſire you will not 
engage yourſelf elfe where. 


Sabina. Indeed 1 have wired 
c myſelt already to lady Gape's aflem- 


k bly.” 


Germanicus. © You have time enough 
then to ſend to excuſe yourſelf from 


going.“ 


Sabina. Indeed I mall not; — 1 
© would not diſappoint my _ lady 
* Gape for all the kinſmen the 
world; but 1 would have you 80, — 

* you 


The Invifible Sp v. _— 
t you may ſay I am not well, and 
then my abſence cannot be taken 


£ arnils.” 


It was very plain to me, that Ger- 
manicus made this pretended invitation 
only as a trap to diſcover whether ſhe had 
really any engagement on her hands that 
ſhe would not be willing to break; and 
it is allo as little to be doubted, but that 
her anſwers very much corroborated the 
contents of the 2 he had 1 re- 
ceived, | 


He forced himſelf however, to tell 
her with a ſmile, that every thing ſhould 
be as ſhe would have it, and. that he 
would no nber preſs her. 1 


Some company preſutiy after coming 
in, I found there was nothing more to be 
learned at that time, ſo took the firſt op- 
portunity of quitting the houſe; and 
went again, the next day in the afternoon, 
in the hope of diſcovering lomething 


more. > 
on my arrival, the huſband and wife 
were fitting together in the moſt leeming 
amicable manner; after ſome little time 
Germanicus roſe up and put on his hat 
and [word, in order, as he ſaid, to go to 
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his kinſman; on which Sabina, with 
a great deal of e, laid to 


him: | 


Sabina. * You will not walk ſure, my 
< dear; — Have you ordered the Horſes 
to be put to ? | 


1 8 No, my dear; ; L leave 


« the coach for your: 


* C hs is no occaſion, — 


4 always chuſe to go to theſe * in a 


hair.“ 


. 5 That is as you . 

— but I ſhall walk, as I have three 
or four places to call at in my way to 
my coulin's; — fo farewel, my dear, 
< I hope you will be as merry at the 
8 aſſembly, as I hope to be at the enter- 
£ tainment.” 


PR I imagined Germanicus hed ſome- 
thing in his head more than I knew of, 
by his being ſo haſty to be gone, I fol- 
lowed him cloſe at his heels, and found | 
had not been miſtaken in my ſuppoſition; 
— he went into. a tavern, where two 
gentlemen, whom he had fired to meet 
him there, waited for him; — the buſineſs 


_ he had with them, Was to communicate 
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| tha letter he had received. Far the un- 


known friend; and after having con- 
fidered a little on the matter, they both 
agreed they ſhould all three go together, 
not only to prevent any indiſcreet effects 
of his rage on the perſons who wronged 
him, 1n caſe the affair ſhould prove as 
the letter had repreſented ; but alſo to be 


his witneſſes, if he thought proper to 


bring it before a court of judicature. 


They ſtaid till a little before ſeven, — 
then went, according to the directions 
given by Roxana, — found every thing 
anſwered the deſcription; — they were 
ſhewed up into the yellow chamber; [ 


ſtill accompanied them, and made a 


fourth perſon, unfelt, as well as unſeen by 
any of them, | 


They had not been there above half an 
hour before Sabina came into the next 
room, — Youngly ſoon after joined her; 
and the much-injured huſband and his 
two friends ſaw enough, from the peep- 


holes in the partition, to convince them of 
the truth of that information which had 


broughe them thither. 


Difficult was it for Germanicus to re- 
ſtrain his fury on ſo ſhocking a ſpectacle; 
but his two friends reminding him that 
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there was a much better way for him to 
thew his reſentment, he was at length pre- 


vailed on to retire. 


They both went home wich him, as 
did 4 reſolved to fee what farther 
events this night would produce. 


Sabina came not home till near two 


hours paſt midnight; — Germanicus 


ordered that the door ſhould not be 
opened; but, after her chairmen had 
knock*d two or three times, went himſelf 


to the parlour-window | and ſpoke to her 


in theſe terms: 


Germanicus, © Pleaſe, madam, to re- 
turn from whence you came, or where- 


© ever cle you ſhall think proper, — my 


houſe ſhall no longer be the ſhelter of a 
proſtitute.” 


* 


* 


Salina. What! is the man mad! 
Sure you have been drinking bad wine 


[0 icht. 


n. No, madam, the beſt I 
ever drank in my Life, — it has opened 
my eyes, and ſhewed me the viper 1 
have ſo long cheriſhed in my boſom, 
and now throw off for ever ; — but I 


would not wiſh you to ſay longer in the 
DS Sid 


* * 
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© cold, — you can have no entrance here, 


and mr. Youngly will doubtleſs afford 
you a part of his bed.“ 


With theſe words he ſhut the window, 
and Sabina, finding herſelf detected, — 


and that her huſband was reſolute, 


ordered her chair from the door; and 
after ſome little conſideration how to diſ- 
poſe of herſelf, thought it beſt to take her 
| huſband's advice, and return to the place 
from whence ſhe came, as it was the 
only aſylum to which ſhe could have re- 
courſe at ſo unſeaſonable an hour. 


In the ſeveral viſits I afterwards made to 
Germanicus, I perceived he behaved with 
much more moderation than ſome huſ- 
bands would have done; — Philoſophy 
had taught him to ſupport with patience a 
misfortune which was irremedable ; — he 
contented himſelf with taking ſuch re- 
venge as the laws of England have pro- 
vided in theſe caſes ; — Youngly was 
ſummoned before a court of judicature, 
and a penalty inflicted on him for, his 
offence ; but it would have been larger, 
had it not been proved, by inconteſtable 
evidences, that he had not been the firſt 
who had ſeduced Sabina from her mar- 

riage vows. 


As. 
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As for the lady, ſhe is now abandoned 
and deſpiſed by both her lovers; and if 
there be a poſſibility that any thing can 
bring her to a juſt fenſe of the faults ſhe 
has been guilty of, it muſt be the con- 
tempt ſhe is treated with by all degrces of 
people. V 


End of the Third BOOK, 


THE 


Inviſible Spy. 
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ks which the Author confeſſes having. 
been guilty of petty larceny ; but hopes 
that the. fact is of. ſuch a nature as. 
vill not come under the cognigance of” 
the law ; and alſo that it merits for- 
grveneſs from rhoſe into whoſe hands 
this work may fall, as the chief motive 
fer. committing it Was % oblige tbe 
* 


av been intimately a 
Na quainted with Belinda 22 a 
Lt, conſiderable time in my viſible 
8 capacity, yet never once took 
it into my head to make her a viſit under 


the cover of my Belt till her return from 
ä Cs * 
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Bath this laſt ſeaſon; nor perhaps had 


done it then, if I had not been told that 
ſhe ſuffer'd herſelf to be conducted to 
that place by a certain gentleman whom 
I thought it highly improper for her to 


continue any converſation with, for rea- 


ſons which I ſhall hereafter make no 
icruple to reveal. | 


On my entering her apartment I found 
her very buſy with her waiting-maid in. 
unpacking her baggage, which coming 
by the waggon, it ſeems, had arrived in 
town but the night before. 


As I could promiſe myſelf but little 


entertainment from the aſſortment of 


ribands and jewels, or to the removal 
irom the portmanteau to the Indian cheſt, 
the peit-en-lair, the robe de chambre, 


the jupe volante, or any other imple- 


ment of female finery, I was thinking to 
quit the place and return at a more fit 
ſeaſon, when the. maid pulling out a 
pretty large fattin bag full of papers, 
aſk'd. her lady where ſhe would have 
thoſe writings laid, on which Belinda 


turn'd her head that way and reply'd : 


Belinda. They are only a heap "* 


letters I received at Bath, of no manner 


© of conſequence, — I have no room for 


> ſuch 
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© ſach rubbiſh ; take them and throw 
them all into the fre.” | 


The maid- was Tal going to 505 as ſhe 
was bid, but was ftopp'd 1 Belinda, 
who ſuddenly ſcream'd out: 


Belinda. Hold! hold! I had for- 

got that one day, in a hurry, I ſtuffed 
* two or three letters and poems of Phi- 
lander's among them; and I would 
© not have one line of chat dear witty 
creature's deſtroy*d for all the world: 
© — pour them all out of the bag, and 
0 _ on the names ſubſcrib*d, that I 
may direct you how to W the 
6 wileet from the chaff,” £4, 


The maid then threw! them all down 
upon the carpet, and open'd them one by 
one; — on the firſt that came to her 
hands ſhe faid to her _ EFT Oe 


Maid. 0 Here i is one, aki from 
vyour aunt, lady Careful. D 3 
Belinda. © Advice for my. condugs at! 
Bath: — inſipid; — throw it aſide. 


Maid. © One, madam, from your 
| 2 mrs. Prudence Wine . 


28 6 | Belinda 
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wed. On the ſame dull ſubject > 


1 * it to the other.” 


Maid. One from mr. Tradewell, 
* madam.” | 
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Belinda. Oh, that was to recom- 
6 mend a rich merchant of his acquain- 
© tance to me for a lover: — nonſenſe, 
QE as if after having known the court 


2 — 


2 


ren 


| © I could ever think of becoming a city 
. dame: — let this wiſeacre's epiſtle 
keep company with the reſt.” 

| 5 8 0 1 | 
| Masd. One from mrs. Letitia Vain- 

| love, madam.” 


DEITY 


Belinda. Silly creature; — ſhe loves 
a man that has courted her half ſeven 
years, yet refuſes to marry him, for 
fear he ſhould afterwards give her cauſe. 
to love him leſs : — ſhall KEEP I no 


ſuch ſtuff by me.” 
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Maid. Oh, madam, Reve 1 1s ſome- 
thing from Philander.” 


Belinda. C. Give 3 it me, — quick. 5 


The maid having given. her the Paper 
* cry'd out, 
| Belinda, 


W KR K _ Aa 


Belinda. Oh, the engaging creature 
— This was wrote a little before I 
went down to Bath. — Don't you re- 
member, Sally, that he came. one day 
when I was abroad, — and how vex'd 


I was when I came home, *till he ſent a. 
meſſenger quite from the HE: to me 
with this little billet : cy Wh | 


bs» + Tes. Wa I think I do, 
and that your ladyſhip did nothing but 


quarrel with me becauſe I had per- 


ſuaded you to go out tha, day.“ 


Belinda. You muſt not mind that, 


Sally; — you know I made you amends. 
next day, by giving you a new ſet of 


topknots; — but you ſhall hear how 
prettily he writes: 


Wrote extempore, 1 a coffee-houſe 
in the city, after being diſappointed of 


ſeeing the adorable Belinda at her 
lodgings. | 


From Whitehall airs, whence oft with 


diſtant view, 
I've gaz'd whole midnight hours on 


hours away, 


Zleſt but to fee the of that cover*d you, 
And watch' beneath what ftar you 


lleeping lay. 
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1 came, 


be Leg B r 


1 I came, to give my labouring thoughts 
11 full ſcope 

= To. love, and your ſoft charms my all 
*F 3d acvor, © 

14 To paint my ſoul, trembling *twixt fear 
11 and hope, 

11 And ſpeak that paſſion which my looks 
14 denote. | 

1 


But when I miſs'd you, and took moat: 
again, 

Scarce could my tongue the proper 
order give, 

Nor my ſwool'n eyes the ſtarting tears 


Woe DP — — — Sth Me — — 
8 Ctr » I Vs F> 
9s > op ee ws. 3 _— IS. * 
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| reſtrain, - 

| While I drove downwards to this 25 
i hive. 
it 


Thttilied at length, I ſable coffee drink, 
And ill ſurrounded by a noify tribe, 
Regardleſs what the y ſay, or do, or think, 


I, wrapt in your dear Heaven, my loſs 
deſeribe. | 


4 " 2 
-m OP * 
e 


99 But there is no deſcribing either the 
5 tranſports that your preſence gives, or 
„ the inſupportable anguiſh of your ab- 
ſence, — both are alike : beyond the reach 
of words, and can only be felt by 

„ The adoring, 
„ PhILAND ER.“ 


* 


N 


Maid. 


A 


| Maid. Sure, madam, ſhe can't be 
very vain, if ſhe does not think ſhe has 
merit enough to keep = own A 


The nnn —_ 


Maid. He is a ſweet gentleman, 
indeed, madam ;—what a pity it is that. 
he 1s married. 5; 


Belinda. © So it is, Sally; — - bats yet 
I don't know whether I ſhould like him 
half ſo well, if that vain thing, his 


wife, were not ſo ridiculouſly Jealous of 
him.“ 


to herſelf ?? 


Belinda. » Von are a fool, and know 
nothing of the matter; — T tell you ſhe 
muſt be vain, and impudently vain too, 


ever to have expected ſuch a thing. 


Maid. Indeed, madam, if ever 1 
marry 1 ſhould expect it, and be very 
angry if I found it otherwiſe." © 


Belinda. What. I warrant you and 


% 
& 
G 


your ſpouſe muſt be like old Joan and 
Darby in the ſong; — but J will give 
you an inſtance of the folly of Phi- 
lander's wife: — you muſt know, that 
becauſe he is a wit and a poet, ſhe 


affects to ſcribble ſometimes: — I was 
there 


— 
„ 
——ͤ — 
N ” 
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© there one day and ſhe red over a copy 
© of verſes to me, which. ſhe told me ſhe 
© had wrote to a lady whom ſhe thought 
liked her huſband but too well; — J 
knew well enough ſhe meant me, tho? 
ſhe ſaid another : —I remember nothing 
of the poem but the two laſt lines; — 
but | never ſhall forget with what an 
air of imaginary triumph ſhe repeated 
en. looking me full in the face al! 
the time — the words were theſe: 


* 
7 


3 


In vain, alas, are all your arts, — 8 he,; 
By love, and law, muſt only live for me. 


Philander was preſent, and gave her 
© a look which ſhew'd how little he was 
6 pleaſed with her behaviour; and I was 
© told by one of the family, uſed her Very, 
6 ill n it after L. was gone.“ 


Maid. Yer: ſhe often viſits. you, 
c madam, and is always ſending, invita« 
© tions to you to come to her houſe. 


Belinda. She dare do no orherwiſe, 
Philander will be obey'd, and ſhe has 
« cunning enough to know it is her in— 
< tereſt to ſeem to do without reluctance 
* whatever he would have her; but I 
know ſhe hates me in her heart as 


- * much as I deſpiſe her; — but come, 
* look. 


De halal. Spy. _ 


© look over the reſt of the trumpery, 
« while 1 lock up this biller in By 
6 cabinet.” 


On this the maid went about examining 
the other papers, and taking one up in 
her hand, after having ſeen the name, 
cry*d out with ſome eagerneſs: 


Maid. Oh! mack here 1s a letter 


from mrs. Friendly, —the good-natured 
© gentlewoman that ſent her ſervants to 
5 help you out with your things when. the 


© fire was at next door, and took ſuch 


care of them till the danger was over; 


— What will vou have _ with 


©, „ * 


Belinda, 8 It i is not worth preſerving 3 ; 


— *tis a. ſtrange thing, that if people 


i 2 one a kindneſs once they think one 
is obliged to uſe them civilly ever after. 
— What 1 more ?? 


| Maid. * A whole packet of <a 
from Selima.“ 


Belinda. Ay, the impertinent crea- 
ture has given me a long detail of her 
love affairs, as if I had not enough of 
* that ſort of my own to ere my 
8 9 with.“ 


Maid. 


Se * % — 
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Maid. One from mr. Worthy, 
madam.” e 


„ 


Belinda. He was my lover once; 
but I never paid any regard to his af- 
fection, and much leſs to his reſentment 
for the ill uſage he pretends to have 
received from me; — but you need 
ſearch. no farther, — I have found all 
Philander's letters and poems in this 
draw, ſo cram together all you have 
there and thruſt them into the fire.“ 


This ſentence was punctually executed, 


| according to the beſt of the maid's belief ; 


but the poor girl knew not that there was 
an Inviſible Thief, who ſtood cloſe at her 
elbow, and while the turned her head 
another way had the dexterity to preſerve 
fome part of the eondemn'd cargoe, and 
tip it into his pocket. 


Selima at that time engroſſed a good 


part of the converſation in town; 5 — 


ſhe was a young woman of no fortune, 
and few other endowments beſides her 
beauty, of which, in the opinion. of moſt 
people, ſhe has an uncommon | ſhare ; 
though to me there is a certain fierce- 
neſs in her eyes, and a boldneſs diffuſed 

| through 
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through all her features, which rob 
them of that lovelineſs they would other- 
wiſe have; — ſuch as ſhe is, however, 
ſhe captivated the hearts of two per- 
ſons who- might have carried their ad- 
dreſſes much higher without danger of a 
refuſal ; — the one is born to a title, and 
the other poſſeſſed of wealth, which when 
ever he pleaſes may procure him one ; 
and neither of them can be thought de- 
ficient in any of thoſe qualifications which 
conſtitute the fine gentleman z — yet 
Selima was ſtill unmarried ; — both her 
lovers were equally in ſuſpence, and no- 
body could tell which, or whether either 
of them would be the happy man. 


It is not therefore to be ud at, 
that a perſon of my humour ſhould be ex- 
tremely deſirous of being let into a ſecret _ 
which ſeem'd ſo impenetrable, even to 
thoſe who pretended to be moſt knowing 
in other things; nor that I gladly em- 
braced an opportunity which bids ſo fair 
for the ſatisfaction of my curioſity, as the 
getting her letters into my poſſeſſion, Be- 
linda having faid they contain'd the 
whole hiſtory of this affair, 


| Behold now my cheft; — 'Belinda's 
maid had no ſooner laid down the packet, 
oy her lady's _— than I kept my eye 


conſtantly _ 
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conſtantly fixed upon it, *till a convenient 
moment offer'd for conveying it from 
among the others, which 1 did with as 


much "adroitneſs as if I Had been bred to 
the art and myſtery of OE from my 


Cradle. 


After this I ſtaid no longer with Be- 
linda, not doubting but I had now about 
me better materials for my entertainment 


than any I could expect to be furniſh'd 


with in her apartment, at leaſt for the 
. 


cHar mn 


If there be any reader, in this very 


prous and religious age, that may 
happen to have too tender and ſcru- 
pulous a conſcience 10 benefit himſelf 
by the receipt of ſtolen goods, the 
author thinks it highly neceſſary to 
give him this timely notice, that it 
wil be beſt for his peace of mind to 
avoid looking either into this or ſome 
of the ſucceeding chapters. 4: 
PHE diſtance between Belinda's lodg- 


ings and my own ſeem'd now to 


to. be twice as long as uſual, though I be- 


lieve 
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lieve I meaſured much fewer paces than 
ever I had done before, 10 great was my 


impatience to be at home and examine 
the treaſure 1 brought with me. 


But as too 1 eagerneſs often im- 
pedes the accompliſhment of our deſigns, 
after I got into my apartment I ſhut my- 
ſelf into a cloſet; but, in the hurry of 
my thoughts, had forgot to give orders 
to my people to ſay I was from home, to 
any one that ſhould come to viſt me; 
and I had ſcarce unloaded my pocket 
when I was told a gentleman was below 
and deſir'd to ſpeak with me; — this 
was a perſon for whom I had a very great 
regard, and at any other time ſhould 
have been glad to ſee, but his company 
at this juncture I ſhould gladly have diſ- 
penſed with ; — I had no reaſon, how- 
ever, to be chagrin'd at the interruption 
he gave me, as will preſently appear. 


As ſoon as the firſt compliments were 
over, and we had ſeated ourſelves, he 
aſk'd me if I had heard the news to-day ; 
— I told him ] had not ſeen any 'of the 
papers. — © What I mean, ſaid he, is of 
too late a date to be got as yet into the 
public papers; — but 1 ſuppoſe to- 
* morrow they will all be full of it.“ 

ls it of any moment, cry d 17! — © Not 

"EM much 
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much, anſwer'd he, except to the parties 


3 ( «„ * 
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concern'd. — Selima was married chis 95 
morning.“ 


cSelima married! reſum'd J. And 


pray has Dorantes or Vanucius the 
name of bridegroom ? The fermer, 
reply'd he, for which 1 cannot help 


feeling ſome concern.“ — * Wherefore, 
demanded I? — Is it becauſe you do 
not think him worthy of her ?* — No, 
certainly, ſaid he; — and it is poſlible 


that ſhe alſo may be worthy of him.— 


I blame not the choice he has made of 


her for the reaſons many people do; 
but for another, which, I think, ought 


to have had ſome weight with him.” 


c Is it a ſecret, cry'd 17˙— 1 tall 


make none of it to you, er d he. 


— You muſt know I had the honour 


of being well acquainted with his father, 


— he was a perſon of great ſenſe, ho- 
nour and probity; — his chief care was 


to inſtil the ſame principles into his 


© ſon,; — among many other excellent 


A K „ 


precepts he gave him for his conduct in 


life, one was, not to be tempted with _ 
the grandeur of a court; — to avoid 

going there as much as he could do ſo 
with decency; and never to accept of 
bay” een — now I am very 


hl 
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apprehenſive that his marriage with 
Selima will, in a manner, compel him 
to break through this injunction,” 


As I could not well comprehend his 


meaning in theſe laſt Fords, I deſir'd he 


would be more explicit, and he very 


readily. oblig'd me in his reply, which 


Was to this effect : 


© T will tell you, ſaid he; the expences 


„ 


KK _ a _ 6 
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of a marriage bed are very great to per- 


ſons of quality, eſpecially in an- age ſo 
luxurious as this; and I much fear that 
the eſtate of Dorantes will be found in- 
ſufficient to defray them, without the 
aſſiſtance of ſome lucrative employ- 
ment; — and. it is for this reaſon, I 
could wiſh he had married a woman 1 of 
fortune.“ 1 


Perhaps, return'd I, chat as Selima 


brought with her nothing but her 

ſon, ſhe will content herſelf je” all 
any of thoſe ſuperfluities which other- 
wiſe ſhe would have had a kind 05 right 


to expect.” 


« You talk like one that Lad nothing 


of the world, cry'd he; people raiſed 


from indigence to grandeur, muſt have 
a head well ſtored with wiſdom not to 
* grow 
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grow giddy with the ſudden exaltation ; 
© Selima is young, gay, and vain to an 

* excels. — Have we not ſeen her thurſt 
© herſelf into aſſemblies where ſhe had no 

© pretence to come, and bear a thouſand 
< affronts for the intruſion, merely for the 
* ſake, of boaſting afterwards among her 
* acquaintance, that ſhe had been in ſuch 
© and ſuch company, and in ſuch and 
< ſuch places? — Then as to the article of 
© dreſs, no one n was ever more 
particular and affected. ; 


un it therefore be imagined, con- 
© tinued he, that a woman ſo paſſionately 
fond of ſhew, and ſo ambitious of ren- 
« dering herſelf conſpicuous, ſhould not 
take all the opportunities of doing ſo 
now, when fortune has put it in her 
power to appear with all thoſe real ad- 
* vantages, which before ſhe could only 


* 1 


ape in a tawdry manner? — And can it 
be ſuppoſed that the ſame love, which 
induced him to make her his wife, will 
not alſo induce him to indulge her in the 
full ſplendor of that dignity to which 
© he has raiſed her; nay, even to humour 
her in every folly and extravagance her 
© heart may happen to be ſet upon? 


N 


* 


Tho? I found a Bed deal of reaſon, 


according to e in what my 
friend 
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| friewd had ſaid, yet I ſuſpended. my judg- 


ment, *till I ſhould ſee in what manner 
this lady had unboſom'd herſelf to her 


confidante Belinda, which I was now more 


than ever impatient to do, ard heartily 


wiſh'd he would take his leave. 


At length he went, and I again retir'd 


to my cloſet, after having given proper 


inſtructions to prevent a ſecond interrup- 
tion. — To avoid confuſion, I examined 
the dates of every letter, and ſhall pre- 
fent them to my readers in the order they 
were ſent. 


LETTER I. 
1 HY Buß at Bath. 


« Dear BELIN PDA, 


00 1 Received the favour of yours with 


a double ſatisfaction; firſt, as it 


40 


brought me news of your ſafe arrival 


+ at that agreeable place, and that every 
« thing in it anſwered your wiſhes and 
expectations; — and, ſecondly, — as 


ait aſſures me of your friendſhip by the 
_ * Kind concern you are pleaſed to expreſs 


for my welfare. 


« As to my health, I have quite loſt 


s that ugly cough, which ſo much per- 


Yer MK. I „ & ſecuted 
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F6 ſecuted me when you left London; — 
e but as to my affairs, they are {till in 
© the ſame fluctuating and unſettled con- 
edition as ever; — Dorantes continues 
his addreſſes, Vanucius does the ſame; 
How happy might be if I was loved 
* but by one of them? — but both 
* equally purſuing me, impedes all the 
c good fortune I might enjoy with either, 
+ ſo that 1 may juſtly ſay with the 
* Poet, 1 


Too much plenty 1 me Poor. 
L 
Lou may remember bow 3 my 
£ mamma was tranſported when Dorantes 
„ firſt declared himſelf my lover; — 
%, Vanucius, tho? not quite dropp'd, was 
then little regarded either by myſelf or 
e her; but now the caſe is altered; — 
< ſhe charges me to treat both with an 
« equal freedom ; and, indeed, I think it 
5 would be highly impolitic to do other- 
£ wile, 


Cs The truth is, Dorantes does not come 
$ ſo directly to the point as could be 
6 wiſhed; — his courtſhip is paſſionate, Þ 
5 tender, and full of fire; z — he ſwears I 
& am the idol of his ſoul, — his earthly 
4 goddeſs, — that he could not live with- 
gut me, —and that all his hopes are 
s center'd 
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center'd in being one day happy i in poſ- 
ſeſſing me; yet, among all thele fine 
ſpeeches, he ſeldom mentions mar- 
riage; and when he does, it is in ſo 
Night and evalive a manner as gives 
me ſometimes cauſe to fear his deſigns 
are rather on my heart than hand. 


4 If this mould be his intention, and 1 
were weak enough to have fixed my 
affection on him. how miſerable ſhould 


I be? — bur, thank Heaven, 1 have 
none of that ſoft folly in my com- 


poſition, by which I have ſeen fo 


many of our ſex miſled ; — my ruling 


paſſions are intereſt and ambition; 5 


and I would not heſitate one moment 
to give myſelf to Vanucius, if the rank 
and title of Dorantes did not tempt me 


to wait a-while the reſult cf his preten- 
lions. | 


"0 T was yeſterday morning in the Mall 


with Vanucius, Dorantes was walking 
there with . ſome company; — he 


changed colour, and ſeemed in ſome 
agitation on meeting us together; — 
this I looked upon as a good ſign; but 


in the afternoon, when he came to viſit 
me, and I expected he would either have 


complained of my indifference to him, 


or reproached me for the gon en- 


2 1 courage | 
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* couragement J had given his rival; he 


„„ did neither, but behaved the whole 


& time he ſtaid with all the calmneſs and 


„ inſenſibility of a Stoick. 


1 muſt confeſs ] was never more dif. | 
e appointed in all my life, as I had fre- 


4 quently ſeen him kindle into jealouſy on 


& a leſs occaſion, and could not help 
e thinking that the violence of his paſſion 


„ was in a great meaſure abated, — ac- 
* cording to this maxim of mr. Deyden: 


Diſtruſt in lovers is too warm a ſun; 
But yet *tis night in love when that is 
Sone. | 8 


„ On conſulting with my mamma, I 


6 found ſhe was of the ſame way of think- 


ing, and it was agreed upon between us, 
6© not to ſuffer ourſelves to be trifled with 


* any longer, but that the next time 
Vanucius made an offer of his hand 1 
„„ ſhould accept it. 5 | 


„But, my dear Belinda, this morning 


« has put a ſtop to the reſolution of laſt 
„ night; — I was ſcarce out of bed when 
« J received from Dorantes the moſt 
6 paſſionate billet that ever was dictated 
s by the heart of man, occaſioned, as 
6 he ſays, by dreaming he had me in his 

Z | $65 arms; 


4\ 


The Inviſble 8p v. 173 


arms; — if his love be half ſo impa- 


1. « tient to have me there as he pretends it 

q „ is, he will certainly be now more prel- 

ug to make me his own than hitherto 

40 he has been. 

F « My next, perhaps, may bring you 

Y ee the deciſion of my fate; — in the mean 

5 time I ſhould be glad to Know what is 

4 e doing at Bath, and what new conqueſt 

a % you have made there ; for how much 

: * ſoever you may be envied by ſome of 

; your acquaintance, be aſſured that every 
© thing that contributes to your ſatisfac- 

| tion will always afford a ſecret pleaſure 

do her who is, 

With the moſt perfect amity, 

I | 

2 « Dear BLN pa, 

« Your. affectionate friend 

E 8 And humble Servant, 

] | 


* SrII a. 2 


9 L E T T E R II. 8 
t TO BELIND A, at Bath. 
nl Dear Berinva, 2 
+ 2 1 Am ſorry to tell you, that the 
perplexity of my own affairs has 
" hinder'd me from being inquiſitive 


13 eee 
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* enough into thoſe of other people, for 
* me to be able to ſend you the intelli- 
«* gence you requeſt; but as I flatter my- 
„ ſelf, and you are ſo good to fay that 
* what regards myſelf will be always 
moſt intereſting to you, I ſhall give 
you a brief detail of what has happen'd 
« to me in relation to Dorantes, ſince 
«« his laſt Kind letter mention'd in my 


. 


« He came the ſame evening, — the 
* diſcourſe he entertain'd me with was of 
& a piece with his epiſtle, — all love and 
* tranſport; — he begg'd I would fa- 
* your him with my company to the 
Theatre in Drury-Lane, where he had 
already ſent a fervant to keep places in 
* the box; — I conſented, and went 
© with him in his chariot, — the play was 
© Romeo and Juliet; — he - 1x fd all 
*© the tender things ſpoke by the former 
<©< of theſe javirks to his own paſſion, and 

* preſs'd my hand with a vehemence of 
tondneſs, whenever he had an opportu- 
** nity of doing ſo uhperceiv'd by the 


65 nos 


I ſaw TR again the next day, — we 
% were alone together in the dining- room, 
* and my gown being a little more off my 


6 ſhoulder than ordinary, he laid his face 
upon. 


* 


. 


„ ſpoke little, an 
6 ſhorter than uſual, 
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« upon my bare neck, crying,” „Oh! I 
| C 


eould dwell for ever here '— © On this 
I took courage to ſay to him,“ Yet; 
* Dorantes, when once I become your 


* wife, theſe ardours will perhaps ſink 


into a cold indifference.” — No, m 


angel] return'd he, deſire will 2 
. * Increaſe by enjoyment of your perſon ; 
= the ſweets contain'd in this dear frame 
are of too divine a nature ever to ſatiate.T? 


0 In ſpeaking theſe w_ he catched 
% me ſuddenly in his arms, held me to 
e his boſom, and joined his lips to 
„ mine with ſomewhat, I thought, of an 


unbecoming warmth ; I ſtruggled to 
get looſe, and when 1 had done ſo re- 


&« tired ſome paces from him, and ſaid, 
& with all the haughtineſs I could 2 | 
& Forbear theſe liberties, fir, till authoriſed 


„ by law to take them; — he aſked my 


pardon, — apologized for what he 
6 had done by the violence of his paſſion, 


and then ſat down; but appeared more 


«© than ordinarily Fan afterwards, — 
made his viſit much 


bs On my acquainting my mamma 
« with what had paſſed between us, ſne 


did not at all like it, and went directly 
to her old friend, you know who 1 


"E <4 % mean, 
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mean, to be adviſed by him how to 
proceed in a circumſtance at once ſo 
intricate and critical ; — he told her, 


40 


that my father ought to appear in this 
buſineſs, and that it was his place, and 
his alone, to demand of Dorantes an 

xplanation of his deſigns in regard to 


the courtſhip he ſo long had made to 


his daughter. 


« My mamma had always been of this 


opinion; but knowing the indolence 
of my father's temper, had forbore 
mentioning it to him; however ſhe 


now dd {o; and to engage his com- 
pliance, promiſed to make him a 
preſent of a new wig and ſilver-hilted 
iword ; but all ſhe could ſay or offer 
has been ineffectual; — his anſwer 
was, — That he di d not know how to 


ſpeak to a perſon of Dorantes's quality 


on any ſuch matter; — that he would 
not interfere in it, and we might act as 


we thought e ourſelves. 


46 This, you will own, 18 very vexatious; 


cc 


cc 


„ 


but there is no turning him out of his 
own way; — mamma is now reſolved,. 
„ ſince there is no other remedy, to take 


295 


the taſk upon herſelf, as ſoon as 


Dorantes comes to town; — he 1s at 
: 1 t preſent. 


my 
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preſent gone on a hunting-match with 
tome gentlemen, but 1s expected to re- 
turn in two days at fartheſt, and we, 
ſhall then ſee the event. 


„For my part, my ſpirits are ſo much 


fatigued and harraſſed with this ſuſ- 


pence, that there is but one thing hin- 


ders me from putting an immediate 
end to it by marrying with Vanucius ; 

— the perſons of the men are equal to 
me; but oh, Belinda, I am paſſionately 
in love with the title of Dorantes, — 
would to God he were half as much ſo 


with my perſon, he would not then 


delay one moment giving me the one 
in exchange for the other. 


n faithful Vanucius, who I have 


flattered with the belief of not being 
indifferent to me, is every day ſolliciting 
me to fix a time to make him happy, 
while Dorantes ſeems to dally with my 
expectations; ;— yet can I not reſolve to 
reward the onde ſervices of the one, 
nor to renounce for ever the charming; 
hope of rank, precedence, the thouſand 
d ar appendages of a woman of quality, 
which the other has it in his power to 
beſtow on me; — but I will trouble 
you no farther than to aſſure you, that 
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*in whatever ſtation my fate ſhall place 
66 me, I ſhall be ever, W Sa > 


With the beſt wiſhes for your happine 


% My dear BELIN DA, 


«© Your ſincere friend 
And humble ſervant, 


6 SELIMA. 


$:P: 8. Jam highly oblig'd to Philander 
« for the part you tell me he takes in my 
* concerns; — pray be ſo good as to 
„make my grateful acknowledgments 


0 acceptable to him.“ 


nt took the ſame. pleaſure in tran- 


ſcribing, as I, did in reading the letters of 


Selima, 1 ſhould not have ſtopp'd till I 


had laid them all before the public ; but 


my pen requires ſome relaxation as well 


as my eyes, and I muſt therefore entreat 


the reader will give a {mall truce to his 
curioſity. Oe 


CHAP. 


HAP. III. 


Preſents the Reader with the conti- 
nuance of Selima's Story, as related 
by berfelf, in ſeveral epiſtles to her 
friend, in a "_ natural and _ 5 
ing manner. 


1 E T T E R III. 
To Bs LIND As, at Bath. 


* Dear BerinDA, 


Would not let this poſt elle 
.« A without writing; — what I have 
« now to ſay to you, though greatly to 
{© the purpoſe, mult be compriſed in a 
„ few words; — I am engag'd to go 
« this evening with Dorantes, and ſome 
other company, on a party of plea- 
s ſure, and I am every moment expecting 
his landau at the door, ſo can put 
| *Juft ſnatch time to inform you, that 
„ my mamma has talk'd to him on the 
« affair in queſtion, — and that his 
<« anſwers have been conformable to our 
© utmoſt wiſhes ; — yes, I am now con- 


* vinced that all my apprehenſions were 
3 | % ground 
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cc groundleſs, — that he never meant to 


1 * act otherwiſe than honourably with me; 
be has aſſur'd both her and myſelf 


« that every thing ſhall ſoon be ſettled 
« for my future "happineſs ; E rejoice 

„with me, my dear creature, — I have 
© now a heart and head perfectly at eaſe, 
e and nothing to employ my thoughts, 
e but how to behave becoming of the 
« dignity to which, I flatter * a 
« few * will raiſe me. 
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- Farewel ; ; — the author of my Joys. 
« js already come, — they call me to re- 
16 « ceive him, — and I can add no more, 
1 than that I am, as ever, 
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„With an unfeigned regard, 
1 Dear BRLIV DA, | 


4 Your moſt humble and 


D C ne 


* Obedient ſervant, 
os SELIMA. 
4 P. 8. Let the length of your next 


* ſhew you forgive the enforced ſhort- 
* nefs of this.“ Te 
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LETTER IV. 
To BELINDA, at Bath. 


« Dear BzLinDa,_ 


ITTLE did I expect, and little is 
it in your power to imagine what 


J have now to acquaint you with; — 


fo ſtrange a reverſe, — ſo ſudden, ſo 
ſhocking a revolution ſure never any 
woman but myſelf experienced but J 
will keep you no longer in ſuſpence. 


& [| have loſt Dorantes, —irrecoverably 
lot him, — not through any miſma- 
nagement of my own, nor any want 
of affection in him, but through a pre- 
vious, much worſe, and more irreme- 
dable accident : — this is the ſum of 
my misfortunes; — I will now relate 


to you the particulars :. £ 


He came to me the other * and 


cc 


ee 


cc 
cc 
c 
cc 
00 


te 


though the ſalutations he approached 
me with had their accuſtom'd tender- 
neſs, yet I thought there were ſome- 
what in his countenance, and the whole 
air of his deportment, very different 
from any thing I had ever ſeen in him 
before : — he had not been in the room 
many minutes before he told me, that 
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« he had ſomething of conſequence to 
& impart to me, and defir'd I would or- 
% der myſelf to be deny'd to whoever 
\ ſhould happen to come, — I readily 
did as he deſir'd; after which he drew 
his chair cloſe to mine, figh*d, and lock- 
ing me full in the face, epi d me 
with theſe words : : 


« My dear Selima, fad . 1 * 
deceiv'd you: — have you love enough 
for me to forgive it ?? © Firſt, let me 
know the nature of your offence, re- 
turn'd J.“ *Tis death to me to de- 
clare it, anſwer'd he; yet can it be no 

longer hid: — I have impoſed upon you 
bya falfe pretence ; — promiſed what 

is not in my power to perform ; — I 
cannot marry you.“ | 


* Judge, Belinda, of my confuſion;— 
but it is as impoſſible for you to con- 
ceive, as it is for me to deſcribe what 

4] felt in that dreadful moment; — ſcarce 
4 could a thunder-bolt have transfix'd 


me more; — J had no breath, — no 
'«& voice, but to eccho part of his laſt 
© words, — © Cannot marry ! — cannot 


* marry, cry'd I!” and this I repeated ſe- 


8 veral times over. 


« He 
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He ſeem'd all this time in very great 
e agitations, and after taking one of my 
c hands, and tenderly preſſing it to his 
„lips, — Heaven knows, ſaid he, how 
« earneſtly I deffred the union I propoſed ; 
— gladly would I reſign the one half 
of thoſe years fate has allotted for my 
life, to have the other bleſt with the 
poſſeſſion of my Selima, in the way ſhe 
6 expects, from me; — but, alas! that 
hope is vain; — the fatal formed | 1s. this: 
« — ] am already wedded, — my heed- 
© Jeſs and unwary youth was enſnar'd to 
give my hand to a creature, who though 
© ] never did, nor never will live with as 
© a wite, all not, on any conſideration, 
be prevail'd upon to reſign the curſed. 
claim ſhe has to me as a huſband.* 
4 Bs +: 

0 deln . as I was, with various 
«© paſſions, I at laſt aſſum'd reſolution 
enough to tell him, that he had acted 
« 4 moſt. ungenerous and diſhonourable 
% part in making his addreſſes to me, 
© knowing hiniſelf under ſo indiſſoluble 
& an e to another. To which 
« he reply'd, that at firſt he hoped to 
« have got quit of his unfortunate tye; 
„ and that after he found all the offers 

© he had made to that end were fruitleſs, 


the paſſien he had for me would not 
„ << ſuffer 
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CC 


ſuffer him to reſtrain ſeeing me, con- 
verſing with me, and telling me how 


much che adored me. 


EC He then made a long harangue on 


the reſiſtleſs power of my charms, and 
the-violence of that flame they had in- 
ſpir'd him with; — ſwore a thouſand 
oaths that the wodd to him had no- 
thing in it but myſelf worth living for; 
and concluded with a propoſal, that 
ſince he could not make me his wife, 
he would ſettle a thouſand pounds a 


year upon me to be his miſtreſs, — and 


that it ſhould be at my option either 
to live publickly with him as ſuch, or 
to continue with my mamma, and re- 
ceive his viſits 1 in a private manner. 


“ This offer I 3 with more diſ- 
dain than I had ſhewn to any of the 
like nature which had ever been made 
to me fince my firſt being in the way 


of temptation;— nor will you wonder 


that I did do ſo :—to be courted for 

miſtreſs by the very man who had ſo 
lately flatter'd me with the hopes of 
marriage, made me now look upon 
that as an affront, which before my 
expectations had been raiſed to the 


6 8 mer had been, I might per- 


4 haps 


66 
ce 


6c 
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haps have taken as a Por of his 
affection. 


« ranted, — ſtorm'd, — concealed no 
part of the ſpite I was poſſeſs'd of; 
but all I ſaid ſeem'd to make no great 


| impreſſion on him;— he bore it with 


a temper which I thought was not at 
all conſiſtent with the violence of the 


| paſſion he had pretended ; and on his 


going away calmly told me, that he 


would make the ſame propoſal he had 


done to me to no other woman in the 
world; — that it was no inconſiderable 


one; and that, as he could do no more, 
he hoped my cooler moments would 


repreſent it as a thing worthy my at- 
tention. 


46 Indeed, my dear Belinda, I was half 
mad, and believe I gave myſelf ſome 
airs not any way becoming in me to a 


man of his quality, —l met him in the 


Park this morning, but though he was 


alone, and I had only F lavia with me. 


he never offer*d to join us, but paſs'd 
by with a flight bow: —I luppoſe he 
reſents my behaviour, but it is no mat- 
ter ſince he is Are. | 


« Vanucius | is now my laſt reſource; — 
if I could perſuade the man to purchaſe 
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a title, he would be full as agreeable to 
me as Dorantes ; — but he is an un- 
ambitious creature, and I almoſt de- 
ſpair of it, I ſhall try, at leaſt, how far the 
love he has for me will prevail; — my 
next will bring you news of what ſuc- 
cels my endeavours will meet; — till 


when, I am, 


by Even in the midſt * my perplexity, 


& Dear BELINDA, 


. * 


% Your very ſincere friend, 
„ And humble ſervant, 
A | SELIMA, | 
P. S. „I thank Philander for the ſett of 
Bath counters he has ſent me, but I 


know not when 1 ſhall be in a humour 
to make uſe of them,—I was laſt night 


at lady Swabler's rout, and play'd ſo 


11] that I almoſt empty'd my purſe 
of a ſmall preſent my mamma's good 
friend had made me to buy trinkets 
for ny . 


DDD 
Pp 
© 


LETTER 


e ſhew, at leaſt, the perfect confidence I 
have in your friendſhip and good: 
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rr 
To BzLIND 4, 5 Bath. 


aac Dear BzLINDA, 


T is almoſt a fin to diſturb the felis 
city you enjoy with any melancholy 


accounts; but freſh calamities will al- 


ways occaſion freſh complaints, and 
while I am giving you a detail of my 
misfortunes, methinks I am eaſed 1 
ſome part of the weight of them: 


you may ſay, indeed, that this is a 


ſelfiſn conſideration, and I cannot deny 
the accuſation ; but have this to anſwer 


in my defence, — however diſagreeable 


the purport of my letters are, they 


0 I am apt to think that before I tell 


cc 
cc 
cc 
66 


(c 


6c 


£6 


= 


you, you will ſuſpect I am allo deſerted. 


by Vanucius ; and tho' I cannot be po- 
fitive that ſuch a conjecture would be 
entirely groundleſs, yet I have little 


reaſon to flatter myſelf with the con- 
trary; — I have neither ſeen nor heard 
from bim for fiye whole days, and this 


morning he ſet out for Tunbridge, 


without taking any other leave of me, 
12 * than 
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than ſending a ſlight excuſe for not 
waiting on me before he went. | 


« But this is not all ; — a relation of 
his, who I know has always look'd 

upon his courtſhip to me with an evil 
eye, and had, not long ago, ſo great a 

quarrel with him on the occaſion, that 
he was foi Bid his houſe, is now ſo far re- 
inſtated in his good graces as to be gone 
with him to the country ; and I do not 
doubt but will take this opportunity of 
filling his ears with a thouſand ſtories 
to my diſadvantage, as he has ever 
_ ſince ay firſt acquaintance with 

im. x 


« Thus, my dearBelinda, from having, 
as I thought, my choice of two the 
beſt matches in the town, I am likely 
to loſe all hopes of both, and alſo to 


fall into the contempt and ridicule of 


all thoſe flirts who ſo lately envied my 
good fortune. DE 


& This laſt circumſtance is above all 


ſo truly mortifying, that after it I 
know not whether I ſhall ever be able 
to ſhew my face in ahy public aſ- 
ſembly, but rather take the ſame pains 


to conceal myſelf, as once I did to be 


ce 


* conſpicuous : — but farewel, the more 


I reflect 


The Hulk 2 189 | 


-— reflect on theſe accidents, the leſs I 
„ am capable of reſtraining my paſſion 
60 enough to aſſure you, 


«& With how much ſincerity 
4 am, 
00 My dear Biimp 1 
Jour moſt deen 
«© Tho? unfortunate friend, 
_ 155 . Sit- 
EETTER N 
Tv BELIND A, at Bath. 


cc „Dear BrLx Da, | 


1118 no leſs from your known 
goodneſs, than the conſolatory ideas 


A 


& 


K 


L 


you endeavour to inſpire me with z — 


„you would fain perſuade me that I have 


no reaſon for deſpair, and that the 
cc fa ame beauty which attracted the hearts 
Of Dorantes and Vanucius, will alſo 
« oain me others of equal eſtimation; 
YL 
9 


* 


myſelf, and of what the world thinks 


ce of me, to entertain ſo flattering a hope. 


56 — You Know very well, my dear, that 


„ on 


Dran nfs ma urge, 


but alas, I have too much experience of 
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on my firſt ſetting up for conqueſt, . 
% ſhew*d myſelf in all public 3 and 
* expoſed to the view of all who ſaw me, 


&« almoſt every charm that nature has 
& beſtow'd upon me, yet never was ad- 
« dreſs'd on the ſcore of marriage by 


any but thoſe two whom 1 have now 


5 loſt. 


- 


« Beſides, I am now wu they call 


blown upon; — that admiration which 


„ my firſt appearance excited, wears off 


„ by my being ſo often ſeen, and I begin 


te to be convinced that it was more owing 
eto the peculiarity of my dreſs and man- 
ner of behaviour, than to any real per- 
* fections of my perſon, that I was ſo 
* much follow'd by a Saping mytiruce. 


60 You his how 1 am embed; ; and, 


ce by what I have ſaid, may perhaps 
c imagine that I have ſo far done with 
© the pride of life and vanities of the 


«© world, as to take up with a little 


, mercer or woollen-draper, if ſuch a one 
6 ſhould offer me his hand; but do not 


e harbour ſo deſpicable an opinion of 


your friend; — no, I will never fit be- 
„ hind a compter, or be the wife of one 
e that does; — but I need not make this 
"oh declaration, — as matters ſtand I am 


4a not 


The Inviſible Spy -- Tar: 


” not likely to be the wife of any body, 
$6 but tin, 


66 „ With a an invigldble reſpect, 
“ Dear BELINDA, 
"66 « Your moſt obliged friend, 
"ag And humble ſervant, 


e S LIMA.“ 


CHA?P, Iv. 
Contains the Concluſion of & enki s 
letters, _ 
LETTER VII. 
To BLIND, at Bath. 


Dan BEeLINDA, 


e and wit inſpire my pen to de- 


< ſcribe to you 8s it deſerves, the bleſs*d 
* reverſe in my condition ſince the laſt 
% melancholy epiſtle you receiv'd from 


* 


e me; — I was then plung'd in the 


8 


5 


* Joweft pit of deep deſpair, and am now 
et raiſed to the e ſummit of human 
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Cc 


(e 


( 
cc 
( 


4c 
cc 
cc 


(e 


felicity : — in a word, I am the con- 
tracted ' ſpouſe of Dorantes ; and as 
ſoon as the preparations for our wed- 


ding can be got ready, ſhall be the de- 
clared KN * | of 245 


« Methinks I te the  farpriſe bove y you 


in; — you will doubtleſs cry out, — 


How can this be! when Dorantes has 


already confeſs'd himſelf the lawful 
huſband of another |—'t ſeems, indeed, 


* a paradox, — yet ſtands in no need of 


cs 
CC 


cc 


ſchool-learning to be explain'd, — as 


you will preſently OO 


« After the loſs of both my lovers, as 
then imagined, I ſcarce did any thing 
but lie upon the bed and weep for two 


whole days together; — my father, in- 


ſtead of ſaying any thing to conſole 


my afflictions, added to them by his 
reproaches ; — he told me, — that he 
knew what it would come to; — that 


« dreſſing myſelf up like a Bartholomew- - 
baby would never get me an huſband, 
„ and ſuch like ſtuff, as you know his 


« low way of expreſſing himſelf ; — but 


cc 
(e 


thank Heaven the tables are now turn- 


ed upon him; and if reſpect for my 
mamma did not reſtrain me, I ſhould : 


return his flouts with intereſt, | 


= Une - 
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One afternoon, as I was ſitting at 
cc the window with the ſaſh drawn up, 
« muſing on my unhappy fate, I ſaw 
„ Dorantes's chariot come to the door; 
& while his footman knock'd, he 
e look*d out and made me a very reſpect- 
ful bow ;—I was amaz'd, but thought 
„ jit would be too groſs an affront, to a 
e man of his quality, to be denied to 
« him as he ſaw I was at home; nor had 
J time for ſuch a thing, if I would 
% have done it; for the maid who open'd 
the door ſhew'd him directly up ſtairs. 


„ On his entrance I aſſum'd one of 

ce thoſe haughty and aſſur'd airs which 

„ vulgar low-bred people are apt to call 

«© impudent and ſawcy ; and with my 

« head half turn'd another way, ſaid 

* to him,” — © I am ſurpriſed to ſee you 
here, Dorantes, after the converſation 
you entertain'd me with at your laſt 

« viſit. | 
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Oh, Selima, reply'd he, I came not now 
to repeat the audacity I was then guilty 
of, nor to offend your modeſt ears with 
any future diſcourſes of the like nature 
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but humbly to beg pardon for the paſt. 
and hope that what I have to offer will 
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ET, 


« I do not comprehend your meaning, 
"4 return'd I; but whatever it may be, 
cannot think it becomes me to continue 
£ any correſpondence with a married man, 
who being ſo pretended to make his ad- 
0 dreſſes to me on an honourable ſcore.” 


I am not ES þ rejoin'd he eager- 
's ly, and the trial I made of your virtue 
* adds a double luſtre to the beauty that 
firſt enflam'd me, and I am now much 
more Four ſlave than ever,” 


Not married! cried I; — Why then 
did you tell me fo?? — Pardon the 
innocent impoſition J practiſed on you, 
« ſaid he, kiſſing my hand, — I was Wil- 
ling to ſee in what manner you would 
2 reſent it your behaviour has anſwer'd 
sto my wiſh, and I now offer you a hand 
£ which I never had one thought or with 
4 to diſpoſe of to any other woman. 


EE Boioda, — how! 8id my heart 
« flutter at theſe words, as Semandra wy 
il. the Play, 


1 whe them all and died 1 upon the ſound : 
To the driv'n air my flying ſoul \ was 
faſten'd, 
Each charming ſyllable he ſpoke was mine. 
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<< "Ia many paſſionate and endearing 
things he ſaid to me would not come 


within the compaſs of twenty letters; 


you muſt therefore, till J have a better 


opportunity of relating the particulars, 
content yourſelf with a brief ſummary 
of the whole; — which is this, that he 
is entirely at liberty to marry me, and 
is reſolved to do ſo; — that an agree- 
ment the ſame night was made between 


us for that purpole ; and that mamma 


and her good friend, who luckily hap- 
pen'd to be with her, were call'd 1 in to 
be witneſſes of * 


8 Shang every thing has been ſettled 
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thus happily tor me, ; ſome people have 
been impertinent enough. to affure me, 
that to their own knowledge Dorantes 


was really married ſeveral years ago, 


and that his wife is ſtill alive ;—but this 


gives me no manner of concern: — if 
there be any woman who has a claim of 


this nature on him, he has doubtleſs 


found means to prevail on her tg re- 


linquiſh it, — jo I look upon it as 
none of my affair; — he marries me 
in the face of the world, — has pro- 
miſled to preſent me at court, — and 
while I enjoy the title of *F*#**##* of 


 ###+##, and the grandeur annex'd to 
| KK it, 
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+ it, ſhall not trouble myſelf with any 


4 whiſpers that may go about the town 
ce in relation to the lawfulneſs or unlaw- 
* fulneſs of my marriage. 


„It is no inconfiderable addition to 
« my contentment, to hear that you de- 


* ſign to return to town in a ſhort time; 


„ Jong to ſee you, and to give you an 
4% airing in my own coach and ſix, with 


three flaunting rampant footmen, in 


4 rich liveries, hanging on the back of 
it: — we ſhall cut a better figure, Be- 
„ linda, — than when we made Our little 
„ excurſions together in a mean dirty 
% hack. — Oh, fortune ! — fortune! — 

* dear propitious fortune, how am I 
pound to praiſe thee ! — But no more 
at preſent, than that I am, 


1 With the greateſt: good withes, 
_ Dear creature, 
$6 Your moſt affectionate, | 
3 And very humble ſervant, 


0 n A. 


40 P. S. I need not delire you to tell 
6 Philander what has happen'd, — I 
16 _ you will, and alſo that his re- 


oy 82rd [ 


] 


as 


lived together. 


The Invifible Sp V. 197 


„ oard for you will make him partici- 
60 pate in the happineſs, of your friend. 


«© Once more, — adieu.“ 


Here end the letters of this celebrated 
lady; and, indeed, the picture ſhe has 


given of herſelf in them fo much re- 


tembles that drawn for her by my old. 
friend, that I cannot avoid being of his 
opinion, as to the manner in which we may 


expect ſhe will regulate her conduct. 


1 could not, however, acquit Belinda 
of ingratitude for the little regard ſhe. 


ſeem'd to have for one who was her in- 
timate companion, and ſo frankly truſted 
her with her boſom ſecrets ; — the eſteem 
I once had for her was very much lefſen'd 
by what I had diſcover'd of her temper 


in the Inviſible Viſit I had. made that 
morning at her apartments; — and the 


terms in which ſhe had expreſs'd herſelf, 


1n relation both to Philander and his wife, 


gave me a curioſity to ee how that couple 


1 
Tho” I ſcarce Joubted of his being in 
town, as Belinda was return'd from Bath, 


yet I ſent privately to his houſe, in ordes 
to be more affured, and finding he was 
there, went one morning, imagining that 
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to de the moſt 3 time to ſucceed in 
my deſign. 


I enter'd their houſe in a lucky mo- 
ment, — they were together, and deeply 
engag'd in a converſation, the beginning 
of which I cannot pretend to relate; but 
what paſs'd between them after I came in, 
will give the reader a ſufficient ſample of 


the diſpoſition both of the one and the 


other; — It was to this effect : 


Philander. * So then, you ſay, wa- 


dam, that there are ſome people who 
pretend to give themſelves airs concern- 
ing my gallantries with Belinda at 
, Bath 2 

* fe. © You know, very well, fir, that 
the world is opt to talk on ſuch occa- 
« ſtons,” 5 


Philander. Rot the world; — that 
© 1mpertinent part of it, at leaſt, whom. 
* you converſe with : — ridiculous ; — 


ag if there were any thing wonderful in 


* a man's defiring to be in. the good 
c © graces of one of. the fineſt women in 


lie may think, . 


that when A married man has ſuch in- 


s clinations 
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clinations he ought to be more private 


"mn them.” 


PRI 15 Private; — humph. „ 


What, they would have the men as 
great prudes as the women 


Wife. You. cannot think it ſtrange, 
however, that every one believes Be- 
linda, with all the charms you find in 
her, muſt be very deſtitute of admi- 
mirers, when ſhe encourages the ad- 
dreſſes of a man who has no right to- 
offer them.“ 


Philander. Envy, by gad, — mere 


envy of her power of making univerſal 
conquelts.' 


Wife. Scarce ſo; — a woman who 
behaves in the manner ſhe does, renders 


herſelf rather an object of contempt 


5 than envy,” 


Philander. © Look- ye, Ma 


may fancy what you NN but while 


Belinda has youth, wit, and beauty on 
© her ſide, ſhe will continue to be the 
toaſt of all the polite part of mankind, 


in ſpite of whatever malice or. iu 


7 * luggeſt.” 
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een fir, ce 


to Belinda, nor jealouſy of you, and 
give myſelf no fort of pain for what 
may happen between you behind the 
curtain; — but I do not chuſe to be 
publickly neglected for her ſake; — I. 
would have you remember that I am 
your wife.“ 


Philangder. * Faith, madam, it is little 


« to your intereſt that I ſhould remenber 


_ . 

Wife. Why ſo 

Philander. * Do you not know what 
a certain great poet, who underſtood 


nature better than either you or I, has 
_ us upon this head ? 


—.— Who loves to hear of wife ? 
That dull inſipid thing, without defires, 


And without power to give them. 


Wife. © Mighty well, Philander ; — 
but certainly a man of this way of 
thinking ought never to marry.” 


 Philander. © Stupid : : — Are you wi 
ignorant as not to Know Waren of 


* faſhion 


We Ivifible Sex. a 


© faſhion marries chiefly for the ſake of 
6 getting an heir to his eſtate * 


Wife. 5 Then love is quite out of the 
queſtion * 


Aa 


Philander. * Humph. — No, — nor 


abſolutely fo ;—a man generally chuſes 
the woman who moſt ſuits his taſte ar 
that time, provided her fortune and fa- 
mily be equally agreeable ; — but you 
are not to imagine that the conjugal 
hoop, like an enchanted circle, muſt 
never be leap'd over *till the ſpell is 
ended, which, you uo, laſts as Jong 


= as life - 


„ 


* 


* 


„ 


N And muſt not then the ſame 
latitude be . women?“ 


 Philander. « No, — there are very 


good reaſons to be given for the con- 


trary: — but all this is idle; — ſince 
* we are upon this topic, let us diſcuſs it 
© like rational creatures; — if we exa- 
© mine our own hearts, and confeſg®the 
truth, I believe it will be found that 
my conduct and your diſcontent pro- 
ceed from one and the ſame ſource, and 
are widely different from what the world 

generally aſcribes to either: — in fine, 
6. © madam, . it is pride,, —- mere pride 


K. 8 AZalone, 
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© alone, that makes me guilty and you 
8 unhappy.” 


Wife. * Pride; — as how oy 


Pbilander. I will preſently convince 

vou, — the pride of being thought to 
© be well with a woman that halt the 
* town runs madding after, makes me 
© fond of appearing in all public places 
« with Belinda; — and it is the pride 
* of engroſſing me wholly to yourſelf 
* that will not ſuffer you to be ealy in 
e ſeeing another woman prefenr” d before 

«you. . 


Wife. 5 Supyeth this to be the e 
which J am, however, far from grant- 
ing, mine would certainly be the moſt 


juſtifiable pride.“ 


Philander. Not at all; — pride is 
© one of the very worſt ingredients in 
the compoſition of a wife.“ 


ife. And falſhood in that of 2 
( husband. 12 


Philander. * If you accule me of 
© falſhood, you are, without exception, 
« poſitively one of the moſt ungenerous 


* Women in the world; — no man could 
deal 


The 222 8 20g 


deal more ſincerely with a wiſe than I 
have juſt now done with you; and J 
think you ought to value me for it, and 
« conſole yourſelf with the aſſurance that 
Belinda will grow ſtale to me the mo- 
ment I find ſhe becomes ſo to the town, - 
* — which, to let you into a ſecret, I 
6 believe will be very Tee” 


* 


Wife. « | ai very much of your 


opinion in that point; — but then the 


ground ſhe loſes in your heart, will 
perhaps be taken up by another, ſo that 
my misfortune will receive little abate- 
ment by the change of perſons.” 


 Philander. As to that, madam, there's 
no anſwering for future events; but 
* whatever happens of this kind, you wil! 
*-always find it the wiſeſt way to be eaſy; 
* — 1o, madam, farewel, —1 ſhar*t dine 
at home to-day.” 


__ 


With theſe words he went away, it is 


poſſible to Belinda, or ſome other engage- 


ment of the ſame nature, which I had 7 no! 


curiofity to pry into; — his wife ſeem'd 
more agitated after he was gone, than ſhe. 
had made ſhew. of when he was preſent z 
but having ſat for ſome minutes in a 

muſing polture, at length rous'd from . 

and ſpo! de thus to herſelf + =» 

K 6 N Wife. 
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Wife. He ſays true, indeed, — pa- 


tience is my only remedy ; — I may 
cry and fret myſelf till I grow ſo ugly 


that people will think 1 deſerve the 
flights he treats me with, and the beſt 
I. could expect would be the pity of 
my acquaintance : — Oh! how con- 
« temptible a thing is pity ! — How mean 
does the wretch appear who ſtands in 
6 * need of it! — I cannot bear the thought? 

— No, — the world ſhall never know 
6 "th miſerable I am ; — I will tell every 


body that I diſcovered the flirt was in 


love with my huſband, and that I put 
him upon pretending to admire her, on. 
purpoſe to make her more ridiculous. 


The thoughts of this ſtratagem feem'd 
to put her into great ſpirits; — I could 
perceive her eyes ſparkled with the innate 
latisfaction of her mind, and a dawn of 
chearfulneſs difſus'd itſelf through all her 
features. — After a ſhort. pauſe ſhe went 
on _ her ſoliloquy. | 


Wiſe. c It ſhall be fo — her vain 
coquette airs will give a ſanction to 
* what I ſay, and my ſpeaking of my. 
* huſband with the utmoſt tenderneſs. 
« prevent every one from imagming 1 
* find _ treated Pu him with 5 

C > 
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L coded or neglect. — Oh, Philander, 
for my own ſake I muſt conceal your 
« faults; — it is a provoking circum- 
6 ſtance, however, but I hope I ſhall have 


* reſolution enough to overcome it, and 


to follow mr. Brrden 8 advice.“ 


« Secrets of marriage ſhould: be ſacred 
&« held, 
Their ſweets and bitter by the wiſe 
„ conceaPd ; 
« Frrors of one reflect on t other ſtill, 


„ And when cs proclaim we've 
« choſen ill.“ 


H now fully ſatisfied my curioſity, 


1 left this lady to purſue her meditations, 


and retir*d to my. apartment;. in: oxder: to- 


indulge my own; which, I muſt confeſs, 
afforded me no. very. pleaſing ideas, as. I 
was convinced, by what I had ſeen and 


heard, that neither the huſband or the 
wife, or the favourite miſtreſs, had any 
thing in their characters that could be at 
all intereſting to a perſon of my way of. 


thinking. . | d 
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CHAP. V 


Confijts chiefly of ſome reflections of bs. 
Author's own on falſe Taſte, — the 


miſtaken road in the purſuit of Fame, 
and the folly of an ill. directed emula- 
tion; to which are added, a few faint 
tete bes taken from the moſt amiable 
originals in modern life, and exhibited 


in the hope of ſecing them Find 7 


a more able pencil for the improc 


ment of the public, 


H E celebrated Monſieur De Buſty 

tells us, that when we ſay a man 
has a fine or true Taſte, no more is meant 
by thoſe words, than that he has a ſound 
judgment, — a clear head, and a nicel: 
diſtinguiſhing capacity in judging of what 
is really worthy and becoming; and what 
is not ſo, whether it be in the choice of 
his amuſements, his equipage, his apparel, 
the furniture of his houſe, the covering of 
his table, or whatever elſe depends on the. 
direction of the will and fancy, 


Now, as every thing is beſt mern by its 
oppolite, if che definition given us by the 
F rench | 


e Eroifilde Sox; = 


French author of the true Taſte be juſt, as 
believe moſt people will allow it is, to 
think and act contrary to what he de- 
ſcribes, 1 is what we call falſe Taſte ; but, in 
my opinion, to think and do always what is 
wrong, and at the ſame time imagine that 
all we think and do is right, is not of it- 
ſelf ſufficient to take in the meaning of the 

hraſe in its full extent; — there mult al- 
fo be added an affectation of being ſingu- 
lar, — over curious, — over delicate, — 
over elegant, — ſomewhat above the com- 


mon level of mankind: — in fine, the 
man of a falſe Taſte muſt not be a fool of 


Heaven $ making but his own. 


The late witty Earl of Rocheſter has 


preſented us with a very pictureſque: 
character of the man of falſe Taſte, in the 
following moſt excellent and Pathetic 


lines: . 


6 He was a fool thro? choice, not want 


„of wit; 


His foppery, without the help of 


6. lenſe, 


© Could ne'er have widen to ſuch an 


© excellence: 


Nature's as lame in making a true 


© fo | 
* ASS * the * top. 


And 
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And dignity of folly, we attain 
By ſtudious ſearch, and labour of the 

brain; 

& By obſervation, council, and deep 
thought; | 

God never made a coxcomb worth a 
» oroat: | 

We owe that name to induſtry and 

arts; 

* An eminent fool muſt be a Man of 

© parts. 


A. perſon may be endow'd with great 
talents, yet, through a falſe Taſte in the 
manner of diſplaying them, be render'd 
ridiculous inſtead of reſpectable, and while 
he aims at attracting univerſal admiration, 
become the objet of univerſal. contempt. 


Hippias is profoundly learned. — is 
well ſkill'd in the moſt uſeful ſciences, 
and endow'd both by nature and education 
with every requiſite to: render him a 
worthy and beneficial member of ſociety ; 
yet, by. ſome unaccountable oddities: of 
manners and behaviour, he makes himſelf 
hated where he might be loved, — deſpis'd. 
where he might be reſpected, - and a mere 
oypher in a. world where he might. be a 
eure of the greateſt conſequence. 


He 


— 
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Hei is not at all diflatisfied that every 


one knows and ſpeaks of him as a man 


poſſeſs'd of a very opulent fortune, yet 
affects to look down with ſcorn on all the 
| pleaſures, and even innocent amuſements 

it might afford him; and to ſuch an ex- 
ceſs does he carry this humour, that what- 
ever is beyond the neceſſities of nature he 
' treats as luxury and epicuriſm, vainly 
imagining that the wearing of a thread- 


bare coat, and a wig that the head it 
covers ſcarce remembers ever to have had 


a curl, 'or the dining on a cut of coarſe 
boiled beef from a threepeny ordinary, en- 
titles him to the character of a Philoſo- 
| 1 


But this ente humility, as I 
think it may be juſtly call'd, is not the 
moſt unpardonable error into which Hip- 
pias is led by his falſe Taſte ;— this ſerves 


only to make him ridiculous ; ; — but. 


there is another which makes him hate- 
5 ful. 


E. * ambition he has of being reverenced 


as a ſtoic, renders him deaf to the dictates 
of humanity, and wholly infenſible of all 
ſocial feeling for his tellow creatures 3 
he partakes not in the joys or griefs 'of 
even | thole he calls his friends, nor very 
| 
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lift a finger, move a ſtep, or ſpeak a 
ſyllable, either to promote the one or diſ- 
fipate the other; — the moſt diſtreſsful 
circuniſtance has not the power to touch 
his heart, and if any one knows him little 
enough to employ his afliſtance or advice 
in the extreme exigence, he replies, 
with a ſolemn and magiſterial air, — 
that he can fay nothing to their com- 
plaints; that pity is a Paſſion; ; and that, 
by the force of his reaſon, he has diveſted 
himſelf of all paſſions of what kind ſoever. 


Thus does Hippias, by indulging one 
unhappy propenſity, forteit all the love 
and eſteem the qualities he is poſſeſs'd. of 
would otherwiſe attract; — the manner 
in which he is now look*d upon gives me 
room to ſuſpect, that whenever he makes 
his exit from this world he will have an 
epitaph ſomewhat like what I read on a 
tpmb-ſtone ina country church-yard : 


Here *, ſtretch-d at his full 
length is laid, 


0 Who living, no one lov'd, nor | 


c mourn 'd hen dead.“ 


Numberleſs are the inſtances might be 
given to prove the beſt capacities may be, 
and frequently are, perverted by falſe 
Taſte and miſapplication mas one of our 
moſt. 


The Inviſible 8p v. 1 


moſt eminent authors tells us, — the love 
of Fame is the univerſal paſſion, — it is 
imprinted, in a more or leſs degree, on 


every human heart; — thoſe who have 


great talents are apt to think they can 


never render themſelves ſufficiently con- 


ſpicuous; and thoſe of weaker intellects, 
yet poſſeſsꝰd of the ſame vanity, are ſome- 
times ſo infatuated, as rather than not to 
make a noiſe in the world, to do things 


which may incur a lampoon, ſince they 


cannot deſerve a panegyric. 


A private life, or as they term it, a 
life of obſcurity, is to ſome people the 


ſevereſt mis fortune they can labour under; 


E they will tell you, that they may as 


well be out of the world as of no conſe- 


quence in it; — and few there are who 
will take the poet” s word for a contrary 
paſſion. 


1 unknown, tals of man, is 


only bleſt; 


No anxious doubts his peaceful breaſt 


* annoy, 


From praiſe and cenſure equally re- 


£ mote ; 


Nor hopes, nor fears, his inn, 


deſtroys, 


8 Bur ſafe within himſelf, himſelf en- 
1 


„Joys. 


Dr 
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It is more than barely poſſible, that 
ſome of my witty readers will cry out, — 
that J have laſh'd myſelf in this remark, 
and if I were not as fond of being talk'd 
of as any body elſe, I ſhould never have 
preſented them with this work; — but I 
would have theſe cavillers think a little 
before they paſs ſuch a judgment on me; 
— however, for fear they ſhould not give 
themſelves the trouble of doing ſo, as the 
preſent age does not ſeem to care much 
tor thinking, ſhall give them a very ex- 
Plicit, though ſhort anſwer : * 


If I had exhibited theſe lucubrations 
« with any view of rendering myſelf 
«© popular, I ſhould certainly have pluck'd 
off my Belt of Inviſibility as ſoon as it 
« had furniſh'd me with matter for their 


entertainment, and appear*d in ſtatu 


% quo, with a long fawning preface in 
« my hand, humbly imploring the ap- 


«© probation of the public on my labours; 


« but as I have reſolved to remain in 


an impenetrable coneealment, they 


* muſt do me the juſtice to allow that I 
% have the honour to be of the ſame 
opinion with the author I juſt now 
* quoted.” 


This 
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This is all T have to ſay, — and enough 


too, I think, to clear me from any impu- 
tation of the kind I have mention'd ;— fo 


ſhall now go on with ſuch obſervations as 
at preſent occur on ſome few of the many 
branches which ſprout forth from that 
great root of wrong acting, commonly 

_ call'd falſe Taſte.” "TY 


There are people, who, having no pe- 
culiarities of their own, affect to imitate 


thoſe they may ſee in others, eſpecially if 


the perſon they copy after be of a ſu- 
perior rank, or has the reputation of a 
wit. 5 


Theſe may properly enough be call'd 
ſecond-hand fools ; for they generally take 
up the follies juſt when they are left off by 
the perſons they would be thought exact- 
ly to reſemble ; — according to a vulgar 
adage, — The fool will ſometimes peep 
cout of the wiſeſt man.“ — The leaſt 
failing in a perſon of a diſtinguiſh'd cha- 


racter is preſently adopted by his infeziors 


till it becomes a faſhion. 


Ho juſtly, therefore, though not the 
moſt elegantly, does Michael Drayton . 


expreſs himſelt when ſpeaking on this ſub- 
ject; — 1t is a long time ago ſince I read 
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the old gentleman ; but, as near as I can 
remember, his words are as follow : 


The great, "tis ſure, ſhould firſt © 
© ſelves amend ; 
For follies of all kinds will ſtill 
ea: 
What palaces begin, the cottage apes, 
© And no degree of men th infection 
apes.“ 


Emulation, however, when well di- 
rected, is one of the moſt noble propen- 
ſities of the mind; — nothing can be 
more truly laudable than an endeavour to 
ſquare our actions by a praiſeworthy 
model; but I am ſorry to ſay that this is 
not ſo often the caſe as every good man 
would wiſh it were. 


There are ſome 3 ſo 1 as 
to take for a pattern all the bad they can 
find, and neglect all the good; — and 
this, too, without deſign or any untoward 
inclination, but through mere careleſs- 
neſe; and provided they do ſomething 
ſuch a one or ſuch a one does, give not 
themſelves the trouble to examine whether 
what they imitate be a beauty or a blemilh 
or, indeed, whether it be either, or only 
a matter of indifference, and altogether 


_ unworthy of regard. 
And 


T.. 


a 
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And n now I am upon this 1 Lcan- 
not forbear relating an example of the 
lort 1 laſt mentioned; which, though it 


| happen'd ſome years ago, and is extreme- 


ly trifling in itſelf, may ſerve to ſhew 
how little care people ſometimes take in 


their choice of an object for imitation. 


1 young gentleman of my acquain- 
tance, and who paſs'd in the world for a 
very pretty fellow, either was, or affected 


to be, becauſe it was the mode, a pro- 
digious admirer of the late deſervedly fa- 


mous ſir Iſaac Newton; — he had the 
honour of being known to that truly 
great man, frequently viſited him, and 


had the opportunity of hearing many 


things from him, which doubtleſs were 
well worthy of being treaſured in his 
memory; — yet I could never find he 


took particular notice of any thing but 


this I am now going. to W 


Sir Iſaac had him at his table one - ww, 


and happen'd caſually to ſay, that he 
thought nothing ſweeter than a bacon 
bone; — my friend immediately catch'd 

up the word, and from that moment made 


it his own, and on all occaſions quoted it 
— if any one aſk'd him to eat with them 


| be would reply, — + Yes, if you have 


- © 


Y 
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any bacon ; for, as fir Iſaac Newton 
© ſays, there is nothing ſweeter than a 
c bacon bone.“ — In fine, he went to no 
place, — mingled in no converſation, 
without finding ſome means to introduce 
the ſweetneſs of the bacon bone, and re- 
eated the above-mention'd expreſſion ſo 
often, and ſo impertinently, that at laft he 
became the jeſt of all his companions, 
who, in deriſion, call'd him by no other 
name than the bacon bone. | 


Ridiculous as this may appear,. I can 
aſſure my reader, that the -gentleman I 
have been ſpeaking of does not ſtand. 
alone, but has many parallels in my cata- 
logue of obſervations on a miſguided imi- 
tation, as I could eaſily prove; — but my 
humour has on a ſudden chang'd its vein; 
and. I begin to grow too ſerious to recite 
any farther inſtances of ſo ludicrous a na- 
ture. | 


Degenerate as we mortals are ſaid to be, 
and to confeſs the truth, worſe cannot be 
ſaid of us than we, in fact, deſerve; yet 
even now, in this preſent equally corrupt 
and illiterate age, when no encourage- 
ment is given either to virtue or to wit, 
there are not wanting ſome few illuſtrious 
examples of both, whom even an endea- 
PITT | vour 
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vour to copy after would be ſome merit 


in the attempter. 


See where the nobles Altamont ſtands 
forth a ſhining patron of exalted virtue; 
— dignity in his countenance, — benevo- 
lence in his hand, — the ſtricteſt juſtice, 


| honour, and facial kindneſs in his heart; 
— near him you will always find the 


chaſte and fair Euphemia, his illuſtrious 


conſort, — a numerous and beauteous off- 
fpring, with joyous ſmiles play round their 


feet, — Juno and Hymen hover over their 
heads, and ſhower continual ene on 
the happy pair. | 


From Altamont and Evphemia: — ye 
husbands, fathers, learn the duties due to 
thoſe endearing names; and ceaſe to ima- 


gine that to ſwerve from them is polite- 


neſs. 


Learn you, who languiſh in a widow'd 
bed, from Eliſmonda learn to ſupport the 
melancholy of your ſituation as becomes 


you; — Eliſmonda, who, tho' as Lee ex. 


preſſes it, in all the full-grown pride of 
glorious beauty, diſdains all erg for 
a ſecond marriage, — ſhuns pomp and 
ceremony, — nor haunts the court nor 


public walks, but in her cloſet. ruminates 
what good is in her power to do, — who 


Vor. n L. moſt 
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reprimand co thoſe ho ſuffer themſelves 
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moſt deſerves, and who ſtands moſt in 


need of her relief; and all thoſe cares ſhe 
once employ*d to pleaſe the beſt of huſ- 


bands are now taken up with acts of 


piety and ſoft compaſſion. 


Learn you, fair ramblers after ſhow 


and hurry, — ye midnight gadders to 
maſquerades and balls, from lovely Ama- 
dea learn, the timid modeſty that beſt. 


befits and beſt ſecures the honour of a 
virgin ſtate ; — ſhe takes no pains to at- 
tract the eyes of the gaping multitude, and 

rather ſhuns than covets popular admi- 
ration; — ſhe avoids being the firſt in 
any new faſhion, and. never runs into the 
extreme of it; —goes to no routes, aſſem- 
blies, or maſquerades ; ; — ſeldom indulges 
herſelf even with a play or opera; and 
when ſhe does, is always accompany'd 
by ſome grave relation, whoſe preſence 
is a check on the impertinence of thoſe 
whifflers who ſkip from box to box, 
ſaying the ſame thing to every. fine wo- 
man they ſee there; — when ſhe walks in 
the Park, ihe makes choice of thoſe hours 
where the leaſt company are there; and 
the only public place you are ſure to find 
her in is at Church. | 


The example of Dorilaus is a noble 


0. 
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to grow old in riots and debaucheries ; — 
early he quitted the levities of youth, — 
and, as the ſilver Swan immerging from 
the ſtream, ſhakes off the drops that hang 
upon its wings; ſo Dorilaus but dipp'd 
into the follies of the times, — juſt taſted 
the licentious pleaſures of the town, — 

then deſpiſed and threw them from him 


with abhorrence. 


Temptations of every kind have ſince 
ſurrounded him, yet has he ſtill remain'd 
unmov'd, — equally inflexible to the in- 
ſinuations of luxury and to the bribes of 
corruption; — ſteady in virtuous. prin- 
ciples, the evil ones at length grew weary 
of their fruitleſs labour, and now ſuffer 
him to enjoy a calm and undiſturb'd re- 
_ poſe, in the ſociety of a few ſelect friends, 

who join with him in commiſerating the 
infatuation and ſtupidity of an abandon'd 
| and ſelf- ruin'd age. 


If there \ were no Fol” nor dice in the 
world, Favonius would be look'd upon 
as an almoſt faultleſs being, and the vice 
of envy have nothing wherewith to caſt a 
blemiſh on his name: — it cannot be 
denied, however, but that Favonius has 
wit, dee generoſity, affability, and 
an unaffected ſweetneſs of diſpoſition, — 


qualifications which would greatly com- 
LL penſate 


+ 
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penſate for his love of gaming, if it were 
not for two conſiderations, — which are 

theſe: | N . 


Firſt, That by indulging this unhappy 
propenſity, he laviſhes too mueh of that 
precious time which might be employ'd 
in the defence of the liberties of his coun- 
try, and for the benefit of a common- 
wealth which ſtands in the utmoſt need of 
Jo able a friend, CV 

Secondly, That his high character in 
the world, join'd to an almoſt general 
depravity of manners, makes many people 
ready, and even proud to follow his 
example in this, the ſole error of which 
he can be accuſed, while they neglect the 
leaſt endeavour to imitate any one of the 
numerous vittues he is maſter of. 


Bluſh, ye pretended patriots, who 
wrote and loudly bawPd for liberty ; — 
who inveigh'd againſt corruption, only to 
enhance the market of corruption, and 
ſell your conſciences at a dearer rate : — | 
bluf1, I ſay, at the awful Camillus! — 
Camillus, who ſo long and ſo ſtrenuouſly 
maintain'd the glorious cauſe he had 
undertook, *till deſerted, and left almoſt 
alone, prudence obliged him to retire, and 
employ thoſe cares the public were un- 

N | 2 worthy 
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worthy of, in private benefits on | his te 
nants and dependants. = 


E are many others of both ſexes 
ſtill living, whoſe characters would reflect 
honour on the imitators ; Ind ſome who, 
though the world has been ſo unfortu- 
nate as to loſe, have left behind them 
ſuch monuments of their virtues as can' 
never be forgotten; — their memory 
ſtrikes a damp on guilt, and will eternal- 
1 Y be venerated by all the wiſe and good. 


They are now removed from the vices 
and follies of an: age they had not power 
to reclaim ; but, as the divine muſe which 


directed the pen of Herbert truly ſays, 


In ſpite of death, the actions of the juſt, * 
& Will ſtill ſmell ſweet, and bloſſom in 
the duſt.” 


| But this is a e which, tho? per- 
_ haps little affecting to the oreateſt part K of 
my readers, may yet be too melancholy 
to ſome others, as well as to myﬀ#elf, I 
ſhall therefore dwell no longer upon it, 
but return to a ſubject more ſuitable to 
the preſent diſpoſition of the times, which 
I am not fo ignorant as not to know an 
author ought always to conſult, if he re- 
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gards either his own reputation or the in- 
tereſt of his Bookſeller. _— 


Gives a ſuccinct rela on _ tuo pretty 
extraordinary adventures that pre- 
ſented themſelves to the Author in a 
morning ramble , — which accounts, 


if they are not fund altogether fo | 


improving as ſome few readers might 
Aire, have full as good a plea to the 
oP . on of the town in general, 

— that of being very diverting. 


with a ſmiling ſun, and perfumed 
with a thouſand odours from the new 


budding ſpring, invited me to take the 


air in Hyde-Park ; — I girded my In- 
viſible Belt about me, for the reaſons I 


have already mention'd in a preceding 
chapter, and alſo put my Tablets in my 


pocket, though [ had not the leaſt expec- 


tation of meeting with any thing in that 


place which ſhould give me occaſion to 
make uſe of them. 


T he 


Clear and undiſturb'd ſky, mnated h 


> 


21 * 
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The ſweet ſolemnity of this olituds 
afforded me infinitely more pleaſure than 
ever J had found in a crowded Mall; 
it inſpired me with the moſt delightful 
ideas, which indulging, I wander'd for 1 
believe near two hours without meeting, 
with any one object to interrupt my con- 
templations. 


How much longer | might have con- 


tinued in this. agrecable relvery I know 


not; for I was rous'd from it by the 


ſudden appearance of a gentleman at ſome 


diſtance from me, but who was advancing 


directly towards the path where I was: 
on his approach I ſtepp'd a little on 


ene ſide, to prevent his running againſt | 
me; — he walk'd backwards and for- 


wards with ſome emotion, — look'd often 


on his watch, and diſcover'd many ſigns 


of the utmoſt impatience. 


By the cockade in his hat, and ſome 
other infallible ſimptoms I ſaw about 
him, I doubted not of his being a mili- 
tary. gentleman, and imagin'd that ſome 


diſpute of honour was that morning to be 


decided by the point of the ſword ; but L 
was ſoon convinced of my miſtake, and 
that the officer at that time had more of 
Cupid than of Mars in his head. | 

| : ha & —_ 
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T had not been many minutes before a 
coach came up and ſtopp'd very near to 
the place where I ſtood ; — there were 
three women in it, one of whom, and 
much the richeſt dreſs'd, I preſently 
knew to be the celebrated Lipathea; — 
the others, as I afterwards found, were 
her Woman and Nurſe ; — this, it ſeems, 
being the firſt time of her coming abroad 
Gnce her briaging into the world a ſon 
and heir, to the great joy of that honour- 
able family, — as the News-writers ex- 
preſs it. = 8 4 


On ſight of the th the young officer 
advanced briſkly towards it, — Lipathea 
ſaw him at the ſame time, and thruſting 
out her head, and half her body, with 
her accuſtom'd loud laugh, cry*d to him: 


Lipatbea. So, — my dear punctual 
—_— | 


an 


Officer, © More 1 . 
then your ladyſhip; for I have been 
here this half hour. 1 


5 


Lipathea. © Well, well, 8 come 'K 
— you know I ſhall recompence your 
attendance, 


K AB. 


With 
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Wich theſe words the door was imme- | 
diately open'd, —-the two women came 
out and the officer jump'd in, — after 
which the coachman was, order*d to drive 
as ſlow as he could to the Wallnut-tree 
Walk, and ſo round to the Ha-ha Wall 
and. back to the ſame place again. 


I had no opportunity to follow them; 
ſo was oblig'd to content myſelf with 
hearing the diſcourſe that paſs'd between 
the two women who were left behind, 
— to this end I kept as cloſe to them 
as I could, with my Tablets in my hand; 
but the ſubjects they talk'd on at firſt 
were ſo trifling, that I did not think it 
worth while to ſpread them for the i im- 
preſſion of their words, till all at once 
the Nurſe, lifting up her hands and eyes, 
burſt into this exclamation: | 


Nurſe. « Well, — theſe great folks, 
they may do any thing! but I wonder 
her ladyſhip is not afraid of being met 
by ſome one who - mig tell her huſ- 


band l'. 


„ 


Woman. - If 9 a chirig l. mould hap- 
pen, and he offer to reſent it, he 
would either laugh or fight him out 
of it.“ | . 


1 6 | Nur /e. T 


„& 8 
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* 0 What, do they Fight 4 


Woman. Fight, — aye, mrs. No. 
and ſcratch too; but my lady always 
better“ 


Nurſe. That is lkely chore truly, 
« if they go to handy-cuffs ; for ſhe is a 
good deal the moſt robuſt of the two.“ 


Woman. * Aye, ſome people are apt 
to ſay they ſhould change ſex. — But 
how can you be ſurpriz'd 7 at her making 
this excurſion ? — Do not you remem- 
ber that when ſhe had lain-in but ten 
days, Sam, her favourite footman, con- 
ducted the Captain up the back-ſtairs 
into her bed-chamber, in the very mo- 
ment her huſband was going into his 
chariot to take the 3 air after a fi of the 
gout.” 


Nurſe. Indeed T ſhall never forget 
it; — I was quite confounded :—Nurſe 
Danglle too was call'd to ſhew young 


maſter to him,— uſt as if he had been 
his father. 


Woman. * Well, ſhe has fine children, 
and I believe does not care a pin's 
point who the world thinks begot them,” 

Nurſe, 


Log 
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Null „ That's 2 plain caſe, or he 


would ber behave as ſhe does.“ 


moman. It is not our buſineſs, how- 
ever to find fault; for to do her juſtice, 


as covetous as ſhe is in other things, 
ſhe is liberal enough to thoſe who are 
any way aſſiſting to her pleaſures.” 


Nurſe. © ] believe POR for after the 


Captain was gone that day ſhe put a 
| broad-piece into my hand, and faid he 


had. left it for me. — But hearkye, — 
] was told for a great ſecret, that ſhe 


had an intrigue with my lord Triffii 


Traffli, — and that he made her the 


fineſt preſents. 


Woman. They nerd not have told it 
you for a ſecret, — all the town Knows. 
it, and he is as proud as ſhe is careleſs. 


of their _y ſo. 


Nurſe. © How does that matter ſtand 


reſent then ?— Has he forſaken her, 
or the him?“ 


Roman. Neither, I can aſſure you; 
— they are as fond of each other as 
ever when they are together; but he 


has lately got into a great employment 
which? 


4 
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« which takes up his time very much, 
and he cannot be ſo often with her as 
5 uſual, — ſo that ſhe would be quite 
: mop'd for want of amuſement if che 
Captain were not in the way. 


Nurſe, © Bleſs me! how times are 
* chang'd ! — When I was a young wo- 
man there were no ſuch doings; — I 
* have ſerv'd in many a great family, and 
nurs' d many a fine lady, but never ſaw 
formerly what I have lately ſeen in this, 
and ſome other TO which ſhall be 


4 nameleſs, - 


* "RY 41 have heard, 3 that 
n of the laſt age were very diffe- 
rent from what they are now; but we 
cannot live by the paſt but by the pre- 
« ſent, and I would not have you ſtand in 
your own light, mrs. Nurſe ; —my lady 
talks of recommending you to a certain 
great perſon, who will ſhortly have oc- 
© calion for one of your profeſſion ; but 
if you ſeem to diſapprove of theſe 


things you will ſpoil all. 


Nurſe, * Nay, for char: matter, I, hs 
I can hold my tongue when I find it is 
« for my intereſt ; — I am no babbler, — 


I will ſay chat for myſelf; — but 
8 ** thoughts, ou KNOW, are free. | 
This 


The Inviſible 8 P v. 229 


This prating woman, who would fain 
be thought no babbler, now began to run 
into a long detail of all the particulars ſhe 
knew, or could remember, that had hap- 

en'd in the ſeveral families where ſhe 
had been; but the matters ſhe related be- 
ing wholly inſignificant, and unworthy _ 
of record, I ſhut up my Tablets and 

gave no farther ear to what ſhe ſaid. 


I cas not the place, however, till 
the lovers return'd from the tour they 
had been making; — the coach ſtopp'd, 
and the Captain was ſet down near the 

end of the ſame path where he had been 
taken up, and Lipathea beckon'd her two 
| attendants to come in, who by this time, 
found, were heartily weary of their Pro- 
menade. | | | 


The well-known character of Lipathea, 
one would think, ſhould have hinder'd 
me from being much ſurpriſed at any 
* thing ſhe did; yet could I not be an ęye- 
witneſs of the glaring affront ſhe now put 
upon her huſband, and the modeſty of her 
ſex, without being ſeiz*d with a 3 


nation impolũbſe to. be exprelſs*d. - 


My meditations on this adventure had | 


perhaps laſted till I carne home, if they 
had 
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had not been interrupted by another which 
fell in my way, and afforded me, in its 


conſequences, more matter for diverſion 


than the former. 


Beauty, or what is more than: beauty, 
the power of attraction, is not confin'd to 
erſons of a high ſtation, — nature can 
exert herſelf as much in the cottage as the 
palace, and we ſometimes find more real 
graces under a plain homely coif than 
unde a fine gauſe cap ornamented with 
Jewels, — as the little incident J am about 
to rehearſe will abundantly evince. 


As I was paſſing through St. James's- 
Park, I met a young woman with,a por- 
ringer in her hand, fat upon a water 


plate, and neatly cover'd with a large 


earthen ſaucer ; — ſhe advanced with- 


flow and cauteous ſteps, left ſhe ſhould. 
ſpill any part of what ſhe had brought ; 


when ſhe drew near to the Parade, a tall 
luſty Grenadier ſtepp'd forth from among 
his cgmraces and receiv'd the meſs from 
her, as alſo a pewter ſpoon as bright as 
ſilver, which ſhe took out of her pocket 


and preſented to him at the lame time, 


Tho! every thing about her was clean, 
even to a nicety, yet, as the reader may 


eaſily ſuppoſe extremely mean; — ſhe 
lad 


The Inviſible Spy. 2 


had a face, however, that ſtood in need 
of no advantages from dreſs to ſet it off; 
— never had I ſeen a finer pair of eyes, 
more regular features, or a more ſoft and 
delicate complexion; — and to crown all 
the reſt of her perfections, there appear'd- 
not only in her countenance, but in every 
little motion and geſture, that which, in 
my opinion, is the very ſoul of lovelineſs, 
a molt perfect innocence and ſtmplicity. 


I was ſo much ſtruck at the ſight of her, 
that I could not forbear ſtopping in order 
to conſider her beauty with more attention, 
while ſhe ſtood waiting till the Grenadier, 
# who T found was her husband, had. done 
eating. , 


Ils was not, however, the only admirer 
whom her charms that morning had at- 
} tracted, — a certain officer of diſtinftion- 

in the army, who happen'd to be walking 
on the Parade with: another gentleman, 
* having beheld her at ſome diſtance, quitted: 
bis companion and came to the Grenadier, 

accoſting him in theſe terms: 


Officer. © So, Grenadier, — you are 
taking your morning's refreſhment , — 
Is this pretty damſel your. wife ?? 


Gre 2 
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Grenadier. Tes, pleaſe "our honour.” 


Officer. She ſeems very young, you 
can t have been married long.“ 0 


Grenadier.  * About three months, 
pleaſe your honour,” | 


Officer. I hope you uſe her well ; 
—1 dare ſay ſhe deſerves "= 


1 6 think ſhe has no rea- 
ſon to complain, fir ; — Have you Peg- 


9 
SY?“ 
IWife: * No, indeed.“ 


Meer. am glad of it; — I would 
7 always have the women uſed well. 


He ſaid no more, but turned upon his 
heel and walk'd away with a careleſs 
air, as if nothing farther than what he 
had made ſhew of were in his head; but 
| I -Perceiv'd he remov'd no farther than 
the end of the Canal, and kept an obſer- 
vant eye on thoſe be had left behind. 


The ca iniſh'd his little 
repaſt, mingled. with ſome ſoldiers who 
were on the Parade, and his wife trip'd 

= Out 


. 
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out of the Park with much more haſte 


than ſhe had come into it; — the officer, 


who had never loſt fight oi her, follow'd, 


tho' for a while at ſome diſtance, and I 
kept very near him, reſolving to ſee what 
it was he aim'd at, and what would be the 
iſſue of his deſigns, in caſe he had any of 


the nature I ſuſpected. 


She went through the Treaſury, and 
when he ſaw ſhe had enter'd there mended 


his pace, and coming up with her under 
the arch'd paſſage gave her a little flap on 
the ſhoulder ; — ſhe ſtarted and turn'd 
back, but on ſeeing him dropp'd a low. 
curtly, while he ſpoke thus: 


Officer. © Well overtaken, my Py 
* laſs ; — ] wanted to ſpeak with you; — 
I fancy I have ſeen you ſome em or 
other; — Pray what country-woman 
are you?! 


Mile. 8 8 born in Lancaſhire, — 
* lo pleaſe your honour.” | 


Officer. 1 thought fo; for ics 
© heard ſay all the Lancaſhire girls are 
* very handſome, — And pray what 
0 brought you to London - 


Wife. 
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Wife. © The hopes of getting into 2 

good ſervice, pleaſe your honour z but 
not hearing of one preſently, and hap- 

+ pening to get acquainted with my huſ- 


* band in the mean time, I chang'd my 
. condition.” 


Officer. © You did melts — there 18 
« *pothing like being your own miſtrels ; 

— but you country folks are generally 
afraid of a red coat; — How came you 
6 to venture on a ſoldier Fe | 


Wife. © BY die know, fir, — it was 
. my fate, I think.? 


Officer. © Well here is ſomthing to 
8 encourage you to love the rey. 


Wirh theſe words he drew a dr and 
thirty piece of gold out of his pocket and 
made an offer of puting it into her hand ; 
but ſhe drew back, either aſham'd or un- 
willing to accept it, and cry'd, 


Wiſe. « Oh, ſir, I have heard fiy that 


women ſhould never. take money from 
the men.“ 


Officer. 
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Oficer. That! is 1. your mean dirty 
fellows; but it is ill- manners to refuſe 


any thing given you by your ſuperiors.“ 


He now took bold of her EW! + 


ſecond effort obliging her to receive his 


g preſent, ſhe look'd on it, turn'd it two - 


or three times, and then ſaid, 


am not proud, and never r ſcruple to go 


Wi e., Bleſs 1 me, — what mult J do 
with this great piece of money??? 


Officer Oh you will find a uſe for 


it; — that pretty face and perſon of 


yours require a thouſand things that 


the Grenadier's pay will not enable him 
to purchaſe for you: — and now I think 
on it, — *tis pity he ſhould continue in 


that low ſtation ; — I have it in my 
power to raiſe him, and I will do it, — 


he ſhall have a Halbert forthwith ; — 
but I muſt talk to you a little firſt upon 


that ſcore. — Where do you live? — 1 


will come and ſee you.“ 


Wife. 8 Ob, dear ſir, — we bers not 


an habitation fit tor . honour to 
come into. 


Officer, No matter for that, — 


N 
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© to any place, how mean ſoever it be, 
< where I can either do a pleaſure to my- 


« ſelf or a ſervice to my friends; — there- 
fore no excuſes. 


*. Tour honour is very good; 

— but I do not know how to tell you, 

c | there is no ſign near us; — but we 
lodge up one pair of ſtairs at a button- 
* maker's, the next door but one to a 
* chandler's ſhop, in a little alley that 
turns out of King-ſtreet by a green- -ſtall, 

and is no o thoroughfare. 


- 


Officer. © I ſhall never find it by this 
« direction, — you ſhall ſhew me e where it 
is now?” 


Fife. © Lord, fir, what wall. 2 people 
© in the ſtreet ſay, to ſee me go cheek-by- 
* jole with ſuch a fine 9 as your 
4 honour : oy | 


Officer. Well then you ſhall walk. 
before and 1 will follow you. 


Wye. © But, Gr, my room is all dirty, 
© — I was juſt going home to clean it, — 


© now I have carry'd my husband his 
7 1 5 | 


| Officer 


„ 
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Officer. © I ſhall not go in, nor viſit 
« you *till after dark, to hinder, as you 
* yy the neighbours from ſtaring at me; 
— TI will come this evening about nine 
or ten o'clock ; — your huſband is to 
be upon duty, but do you take care 
not to be out of the way; for it is ab- 


ſolutely neceſſary I ſhould have ſome 


diſcourſe with you betore I do any 9 
for him ?? 


Wife, - Lond: fir, what bined can 
your honour have with me that he muſt 
not know.“ 


Officer. „ You may tell him after- 
wards, if you will ; — but I won't de- 


tain you any longer, — go home and de- 
light yourſelf with the aſſurance I give 
you that your huſband ſhall be made a 
Serjeant to-morrow, and that I ſhall 
uſe all my intereſt for his riſing ſtill 
higher; — ſo that he may come to be 
a Captain at- laſt.” 


Wife. * A Captain! — oh lae! A I 
ſhould never have thought of ſuch a 
uae 


Officer. It all 2 upon yourſelf, = 
ang what I have to communicate to 


you; 
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you; — ſo be ſure to be at home and 
alone when come. 


Wife. * Yes, pleaſe your honour, I 
I would not for all the world be ſo rude 


« as to diſappoint you; — though I am 
* aſham*d you ſhould come into ſuch a 


poor habitation as mine.“ 


Officer. : Never mind- char, my pretty 1 
one, I ſhall look on nothing in the Place 
but Jourſelf. 5 


While he was ſpeaking this he caſt his 


eyes about, and finding there was no- 


body in fight, oave her an affectionate 


kiſs upon the cheek, after which ſhe made 
a low curtſy and turn'd away to go home, 
bluſhing all the way ſhe went like the 
Sun through a gentle ſhower in an April 


morning; — he follow'd, as he ſaid he 
would, till he had fare! her enter into 


her little dwelling ; nor left the place 'till 
he had taken ſufficient notice of every 
thing, to be able to remember and know 


it again, 


1 5 
I was now under a molt ſenſible con- 


cern for this poor young creature, — thus 
likely to he berray'd, not by any inclina- 
tion to ill. but merely throvgh the fear of 
offending a perſon above her, — quite 

ignor . 
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ignorant of the ſnares of the world, and 

untaught how to reſiſt temptation ; ſhe 
Was, alas, juſt ready to fall into a real 
fault, by an endeavour to avoid an imagi- 
nary one, — as mr. Waller ſaid, tho? on a 
| different occaſion, 


"x nag and youth oft makes, 
In artlels virgins ſuch miſtakes.” 


Tho? I had not the leaſt Gand but that 
the young wife of the Grenadier would 
become a prey to the vicious inclination 
of her ſeducer, yet I had the curioſity 
to ſee in what manner ſhe would behave 


on the full een of his 1 upon 
Rer. 


Ac 1 went about nine o'clock 
to the little alley, and poſted myſelf on a 
bench at a door . Þ oppoſite to the 
dwelling of the Grenadier, reſolved to go 


8 : in with the Officer when he ſhould come. 


| - I had not waited bak half an Yale bes 
fore he appear'd; — he was muffled up in 
his cloak ; but by the help of a ſnfall 
winking light from an adjacent ſhop, I 
| ealily knew him ; ; — he had taken too 

much notice of the houſe to be miſtaken 
in it, and enter'd directly, the door being 
left open, as 1 ſuppoſe, for that Ta. | 
3 — | fol- 
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—l follow'd cloſe behind him, but never 
had my Inviſibilityſhip been in ſo much 
danger as it was now brought into by * 
adventure. | 


The 1 it fn. having been 
inform'd by his wife of every thing that 
had pad between her and the Officer, 
and more zealous in the defence of his 


= _ honour, than perhaps ſome in a much 


higher ſtation would have been, had pre- 
vailed, for ſome pots of beer, on a brother 
Grenadiec to do duty for him that night, 
ſo return'd home before the hour appoint- 
ed for his rival's approach, and having 
arm*d himſelf with a good oaken cudgel, 
ſtood on the middle ot the ſtairs ready to 
give a proper reception to that invader of 
his rights. | | 


My leader has not 8 "SIO five 
or fix ſteps of the ſtairs, when he receiv'd 
a violent blow on the head, which, toge- 
ther with the ſurprize it gave him, made 
him reel back and like to fall on poor 
Inviſible ; but I haſtily and prudently with- 
drew to the middle of the entry, and 
ſtood aloof to hear, at a more fate di- 
ſtance, what would be the end of this 


affair. - 
The 


5 


IC 
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The Grenadier 8 his ſtrokes, 


and the Officer, being in no condition 


to defend himſelf in that diſadvantageous 
poſture, thought it beſt to make his 
eſcape; but not having been accuſtom'd 
to ſuch ſteep winding ſtairs, fell down to 
the bottom z — his antagoniſt, though 
better acquainted with the paſſage, in at- 


Þ tempting to follow him had the ſame 

| fate; but being uppermoſt ſoon recover'd 
himſelf and catching hold of the Officer 
by the collar as he was endeavouring to 
| riſe, forced him on his knees, and con- 


tinued buffetiag him on the head and 
face 'till he was + cover' all over with the 
blood that guſh'd from his noſe and 
mouth, as I afterwards perceiv'd. 


The Officer made ſeveral efforts to 
draw his ſword, and at length did ſo; 
but the other finding what he was about, 


immediately ſeiz'd it by the hilt, wrefted 
it from him, ſnapp'd it in ſunder with 
his foot, and threw it over his head. — 
| © Raſcal, will you murder me! cry'd the 
1 Officer. — No, on, reply'd the Gre- 
> © nadier, I will only cool your courage, 
| © and make you remember running after 
© other men's wives.“ — Dog, — do you 
know who I am, demanded he?“ — 
I I only know you for a villain, ſaid the 


. I. M 1. other. 
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© other, that would debauch my wife, 
« and as ſuch I'll uſe you. — © Sirrah, 
« return'd the Officer, I will make you 
s pay dearly for this inſolence; — you 
«* know well enough that I am Cre 
£ — you lye, rejoin'd the other, and de- 
4 ſerve. to be hang'd for taking ſuch a 
£ 'gentleman's name in your mouth; — 
« **#X** would ſcorn to ſneek into fuch 
* 4 poor hut as this to ſeduce any man's 
s wife. 


The Grenadier* 8 hands were not idle A 


this time; but the Officer having at 
Jength got upon his feet, they continued 
wreſtling together for ſome minutes, in 
which combat the furious huſband had 
much the better, which put me in mind 
of what mr. Row ſays in his excellent 
tragedy of Jane Shore: : 


In ſpite of birth and dignity, a man 


4 * Oppos'd *gaiplt a man, is but a man. 5 


The Officer now finding himſelf quite 


| difabled, and being ſtill under the gripe 
of, his unrelenting enemy, calPd vehe- 
mently out for help ; on which ſeveral of 
the neighbours ran in withlighted candle 
in their hands, and the entry was pre 


ſently full of men, women and children; 
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demoliſh'd Beau. — « Bleſs mel what i is 


the matter, apy one ?? — © What is 
the matter ? — © Aſk no queſtions, — 
here is half a crown for any one that 


wo 


mouth before a cobler ran with all the 


ſpeed he could to do as he deſir'd. 


The Grenadier now affected the ue 
ſurprize, and faid, — All the world 


< ſhould never hans made me believe it 


* was your honour ; — I proteft I took 


you for a rogue that wanted to come 
to bed to my wife while I was abroad, 
and thought I could not uſe ſuch a one 
too ill. The women, on hearing this, 
gueſs'd how the buſineſs was, and look'd 
at one another and grinn'd; — one of 
them, however, was ſo charitable as to 


fetch a wooden bowl of water and a piece 


of clean rag to cleanſe the blood from off 


his face e garments; — he made uſe 


of what ſhe brought, but gave no other 


anſwer to what the Grenadier had ſaid 


than a look full of reſentment and con- 
fuſion. 4 | d 


A chair being brought, he carch'd up 


his hat and wig, which had fallen off in 
the ſcuffle, went into it, leaving behind him 


lufficient matter to employ the converſa- 
M2 - tion 


. 


will get me a chair immediately, ſaid 
| he;? and the word was ſcarce out of his 


4 
: 
1 
f 
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tion of the whole alley for a long time 
on hearing afterwards the whole truth of 
The affair from the Grenadier and his wife, 
every one applauded the conduct of them 
both, and laugh'd heartily at the diſap- 
pointment and correction of the laſcivious 


Officer. 1 


For my own part, after I got home, 
the ſatisfaction of finding myſelf ſafe 
from the dangers into which my curioſity 
had brought me, was ſucceeded by ſome 
conſiderations on the paſſages I had been 
witneſs of, and I could not help being 
_ AIFd with the utmoſt aſtoniſhment, that 
perſons endow'd with a liberal education, 
and from whom much better things might 
be expected, ſhould, for the ſake of gra- 
tifying a fooliſh inclination, the fleeting 
leaſure of a moment, not only be guilty 
of the greateſt injuſtice to others, but 
alſo of the moſt abject demeaning of | 
themſel ves. ; 


[1 


| | 5 
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J calculated rather for admonition thaw 


entertainment, and therefore is liꝶely 
Lo be but little rehſh'd ; — eſpecially 
as it may happen to give a pretty 
ſevere flap on the faces of ſome who 
think themſelves too great or too wiſe 


For amendment. 


: Hin do we boaſt the light of 


Reaſon, when we refuſe to ſubmit 
either our wills or actions to the guidance 
of its direction, when through every ſtage 
of life we ſuffer ſome darling paſſion to- 
gain dominion over us, and utterly ex- 
tinguiſh that glorious lamp we ſeem ſo 
proud of, and would be thought fo emi- 


| _ nently to poſſeſs above the reſt. of the 


creation? 


Prodigality is generally the vice of | 


| Youth, and Avarice of Age; but tho” 


both theſe propenſities proceed from a- 
wrong turn-of mind, and are diametrically” 
oppoſite to ſound judgment, yet I think. 


ſomewhat more may be ſaid in excuſe of 
the one than of the other. | 
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The Prodigal laviſhes his ſtores in ſuch 
things as do a pleaſure to himſelf ; and if 
he ſquanders away his patrimony in rio- 
tous living, and becomes miſerable in 
the end, there are ſome who profit by his 
misfortunes z — his money circulates, and 
the Public ſuffer N * his 2 


ruin. 


The Miſer, on the contrary, not only 
denies himſelf all enjoyment of the goods 
of fortune, but allo withholds them, as 
much as in his power, from every one 
elſe ; — he parts with nothing he can get 
into his clutches, — amaſſes heaps of 
treaſure, and ſmiles with a wicked ſatis- 
faction to ſee it lie ruſting in his coffers, 
while numbers of his more worthy fellow- 
creatures are periſhing for the want of it. 


Avarice, above all other paſſions, ſo 
takes up the ſoul that it leaves not the leaſt 
room for any of the nobler ſenſations ; — 
love, friendſhip, pity, and even natural 
aftechion, are excluded thence ; — the co- 
vetous man regards only the gratification 

of that one ſordid view, — all his fears, 
his hopes, his cares, are center'd there, | 

and he ſeldom [ticks at any thing to ob- | 
tain it. | 


Beſides, 


4 2 
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Beſides, what can be more abſurd in' 
itſelf, than for people to labour with all 
their might in the heaping riches, which 

they neither make uſe of, nor can aſſure 
themſelves but that the next moment may 
diſpoſſeſs them of? and it is remarkable, 
chat the nearer they approach to the time 
when they can expect no other than to 
be ſnatch'd for ever from the idol they 


have worthip'd, My grow the more 
eager to preſerve it. | 


Strange infatuation, not to be accounts 
ed for either by nature or common ſenſe ! 
— Our Engliſh Pindar, the inimitable 
Cowley, has an extreme pretty ſentiment” 
on this head ; — theſe are his words : 


* *Tis madneſs ſure treaſures to hoard, 
And make them uſeleſs as in mines : 
- remain, - 
To loſe the occaſion fortune does afford, : 
* Fame and public love to gain. 


* 


The condition of thoſe children who 
have the misfortune to be deſcended from 
parents of the humour 1 am ſpeaking of, 

can never be too much commiſerated, 
eſpecially if they happen to be born with + 
notions more juſt and elevated; — an in- 
| M 4 ſtance 
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ſtance of which kind I am now going to 
relate. 


A 11 whom ! ſhall diſtinguiſh 
by the name of Avario, is ſprung from 
a very ancient family in the Weſt of Eng- 
land, has a large eſtate, and might have 
been belov'd and reſpected by his neigh- 
bours, if the exceſſive parſimoniouſneſs 
of his diſpoſition did not make him do 
things which demean his rank, and even 
render him contemptible in the eyes both 
of his equals and interiors. 
He was marr * in his youth to a lady 
of birth and fortune; but had no child 
by her for near twelve whole years, at the 
end of which time, however, ſne brought 

a ſon into the world, which one would 
imagine ſhould have fill'd the father's 
heart with the higheſt ſatisfaction; but 
inſtead of thanking Providence for ſend- 
ing him an heir of his own bowels for his 
eſtate, he only repined at the additior al 
expence the new comer muſt neceſſarily 
occaſion. 

ec 

His lady was N afflicted at the 

little notice he took of the young Clya- 
mon, for ſo the ſon of this unworthy 
father was call'd ; but when ſhe reproach'd 


bim with his unkindnels, he only gave 
her 
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ter this churliſh anſwer : — That he ſaw” 
no cauſe for any great rejoicing ; for he 
ſuppoſed, as ſhe had now began to teem, 
he ſhould in a few years have more chil- 
dren than he ſhould be able to maintain. 


Clyamon, notwithſtanding, grew a very 
fine boy; but would have had little to 
boaſt of from education, if his uncle by 
the mother's ſide, who was exceeding rich 

and had no children, had not conceived a 
more than ordinary affection for him, 
and reſolved to beſtow on him all thoſe 
advantages which were denied to him by 
the niggard diſpoſition of his father. 


He told Avario, that if he would truſt- 
him with his fon he would breed him as: 
his own, and. take care that he ſhould 
want for none of thoſe accompliſhments. 
which conſtitute the truly fine gentleman, | 
incaſe he were capable of receiving them; 
© which, added he, I do not at all doubt 
of; from the early promiſe of his child 
© hood.? | 


This offer was too a: to both 
the parents not to be readily accepted; 
— the father rejoiced at being eas'd of an 
expence he could not foreſee without re- 
gret; and the mother was highly pleas'd 
e think that her little darling would 
NM 5 now 
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now receive a more polite education than 
ſhe could hope the too great frugality of 
her huſband would have allow” d him. 


Clyamon was about ten years of age 
when fir Arthur Frankwill, for ſo this. 

worthy uncle was call'd, took him un- 
der his protection, and carry'd him to. 
a fine ſeat he had about twelve miles 
diſtance from Avario's : — doubly happy, 
for him was now this change in his fitua- 
tion; for his mother dying ſoon after his 
removal, he would doubtleſs have been 
deprived of many indulgences he had 
hitherto enjoy'd at home; — but which 


were abundantly made up to him by the 


tender affection he was treated with * 
the good baypnet.. 


Sir Arthur, not approving of any. of. 
the ſchools in that part of the country, 
ſent him to Etan, under the conduct of. 
a faithful old ſervant; — and in that 
Place it was he receiy'd his firſt rudiments: 
of learning. 


The i improvements he made there were 
ſuch as did honour to the maſters as well 
as to his own capacity, in ſo readily im- 
bibing their inſtructions; — the accounts 
thoſe gentlemen gave of him, in their 
enters. to. ſir; Arthur, were _— by. 

thein 
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their pupil's behaviour whenever the times 
of breaking up gave him the liberty of 
going into the country: both uncle and 
father were ſurpriſed on finding the {wit - 
progreſs he made in his learning; — the 
one was charm'd with the ſucceſs of his 
endeavours, and the other quite tranſ- 
ported that his fon was in a fair way of 


being poſſeſs'd of ſo many accompliſh | 
ments without any coſt to himſelf. 


Having. perfected himſelf in al ha 
could be taught at Eton, he quitted the 
ſchool, by his ; uncle's permiſſion, and re- 
turn'd to the Welt ; where, after having . 

ſtaid ſome time to make an acquaintance 
with the gentry, and take ſuch diverſions 
as the country afforded, his uncle thought 
proper he ſhould finiſh his ſtudies at one 
of the Univerſities, and for ſome reaſons 

which he had within himſelf, made choice 
of that at Oxford. — Clyamon according- 
ly went thither at the age of eighteen, and 
had the good fortune to have for his 

Tutor a gentleman of deep learning, a 
keen diſcernment, and an unprejudiced 

judgment, who inſpired him with ſuch 
principles of juſtice and true honour as 1 

believe he will never depart from. 


The admonitions of this worthy Tutor, 
Join 'd to a natural love of yirtue in him- 
M 6 | | | let”. 
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felf, entirely preſerved him from running 
into any of thoſe exceſſes which too many 
of his age are guilty of; — though no- 
thing could be more gay and ſpiritous, 
yet every thing he faid and did was go- 
vern'd by a certain decorum, without 
ſeeming to be ſo. 


He could be chearful among the men 


of his acquaintance, without immorality' 
or prophaneneſs; — courtly among the 
ladies, without flattery or infincerity ; — 
reſpectful to his ſuperiors, and maintain” 
2 proper diſtance to thoſe below him, 
without pride or ill- nature: — in fine, 


his character and manners were ſuch as 


made him highly eſteem'd by all the wiſe 
and good, and beloved even by thoſe- 
who Foal not be at the md to imitate 
him. 


After a ſt ay of about three years at the- 
Univerſity he return'd to ſir Arthur 
Frank will's; for that kind uncle and 
atron would needs have him continue 
to. look upon his houſe as his chief home, 
nor ded. Avario at all oppoſe this motion, 


tha! he was now extremely proud of his 


ſon, went often to ſee him, and would 
always make him be preſent at every 
public aſſembly or meeting in waich he- 
was. himſelff a * 


2} 3:38 


The Troifble sv. 257 


Tr is certain, ideen that never any 
young gentleman was more happy or 
more contented in his mind than Clya- 
mon at the time I am ſpeaking of; — 
he had but one wiſh beyond what he al- 
ready poſſeſs'd, and that remain'd no 
longer ungratified than while he forbore 
to mention it. 


He was as ; well acquainted, as books: 
could make him, with molt foreign parts; 
efpecially with thoſe kingdoms and ſtates 
which compoſe this quarter of the globe; 
but when he conſider'd that the beſt. 
deſcription cannot but fall infinitely ſhort. 
of the proſpect, he was very deſirous of 
being an eye-witneſs of thoſe things and 
places he had read of. | 


Sir Arthur highly approv'd his ne- 
phew' s inclination. to travel; — it ſeem'd 
laudable to him, as he had kb often 


thought it was the only thing wanting to 


complete his other accompliſhments ; and 
one days as they were talking on that 
ſubject, My dear. Clyamon, . ſaid he, 

the deſire you have of ſeeing. the world. 
is truly praife-worthy, and T'think ycu-. 
cannot better employ two or three of 
thoſe years which I hope Heaven has 
allotted for you, than in viſiting the ſe. 
| veral. 
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e veral courts of Europe; — it will en- 
large your ideas; and the difference of 
their manners and policies will, I doubt 
not, enable you to make ſuch obſerva- 
tions as may hereafter be of ſervice to 

* your country. 


« I think, purſued he, that there is no 
« 'necefſity for putting you under the Care 
of any perſon. by way of governor, — 

you are now arriv'd at years, and I 
5 -flatter myſelf, at diſcretion enough to 
be truſted by yourſelf ; — as to the reſt, . 

you may depend that J ſhall ſpare no- 
thing to render the tour you make 
agreeable to you, and that whatever re- 
mittances you ſhall have occaſion for, 
from time to time, ſhall be punctually . 
© ſent to you on a letter of advice.” 


This crown'd all the other favours + 
Clyamon had receiv'd from his indulgent . 
uncle; and, it is not to be doubted, drew 
from him the moſt grateful acknowledg- 
ments: — it was neceſſary, however, 
that Avario ſhould be conſulted; — the 
matter accordingly was propoſed to him, 
on which he teſtified that he was not void 
of natural affection, by the reluctance he 
expreſs d for expoſing ſo deſerving a ſon 
to the dangers of travelling; but the ar- 
guments Med by fir. Arthur, and the 

entreaties ' 
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entreaties of Clyamon, at length pre- 
vailed on him to conſent. | 


chi ſoon made it appear that it 
was not to gratify a vain unprofitable cu- 
rioſity, but the laudable ambition of im- 
proving his mind, that had made him ſo 
deſirous of going abroad; ;— the letters he 
wrote to his father and uncle, from 
France, Italy, Sweden, and ſeveral parts 
of Germany, would have been very well 
worth inſerting in this work; but, to the 
misfortune of the public, I was not then 
in poſſeſſton of my wonderful Tablets, 
and tho? I heard them read more than 
once, can remember little of the particu- 
lars they contain. 


This: worthy young Soil had 
glean'd from every: field he paſs'd thro?” 
whatever he found capable of increaſing. 
the treaſures of his mind; and, in ſome- 
what more than two years return'd to- 
England, full fraught, tho? not burthenꝰd 
with underſtanding and an p far 
above his years. 


might here entertain my reads with 
the 3 joy he was receiv'd with by his father 
and uncle, the compliments made to him 
by the gentry in that part of the country, 
and acclamations of the lower ſort of 


People; 
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people; — but I have no time to waſte 
in ſuch minute particulars, and muſt pro- 
ceed to more material circumſtances. 


Clyamon had no great reliſh for the 
country; — he ſoon grew weary of its 
amuſements; — he lov'd company, and 
had been accuſtom'd to a good deal, both 
at Oxford as well as while he was on his 
travels, and on account of the great di- 
ſtance between the gentlemen's ſeats in 
that country, his uncle's love of retire- 
ment, and his father's parſimony, neither. 
of their houſes were much frequented ' — 
in fine, he wanted to come to London, — 
he had never been three whole weeks to- 
gether in it, and thought he ought to be 
better acquainted with what was done in 
the capital of the kingdom. 


Sir Arthur was alſo willing he ſhould. 
be known in a place where the accompliſh-_ 
ments he. had given him might be ren- 
der'd more conſpicuous ; but as he had 
more than perform'd the part of an uncle, 
and fully diſcharg'd him of the promiſe 
he hal made to Avario concerning his 
education, he thought it was now high 
time for that gentleman to take upon him 
the father, and make a ſettlement ſor his 
fon ſufficient to enable him to appear in 
; : „% =. DAY 
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the world according to the eſtate he was 
born to inherit. | 


This propoſition was not altogether ſo 
pleaſing to Avario as it ought to have 
been; but as he could find nothing to al- 
ledge againſt the reaſonableneſs of it, he 
only evaded complying with it at preſent, 
by ſome trifling excuſe or other, *till 
Clyamon, unable to conceal his diſcon- 
tent, ſir Arthur preſs*d more ſtrenuouſly 
in his favour than he had done before, 
and at length, tho' with much difficulty, 
drew from that niggard parent the ſcanty 
ſum of fifty guineas. 


This was a light loading for the purſe 
of a young gentleman bred in the manner 
Clyamon had been, and could not be ex- 
pected to hold out long in ſo expenſive a 
town as London; — Avario, however, 
accompany'd it with a promiſe of letting 
him have more as ſoon as he receiv'd 
money from his tenants, who he pretend- 
ed had been tardy in their payments of 
late, and occaſion'd his being very much 
out of caſh. | 76 5 


Clyamon could not keep himſelf from 
being extremely ſhock'd at this treatment, 
from a father who had been at no expence 
ior him ſince he was ten years old : — 
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fir Arthur was no leſs chagrin'd, though: 
he concealed it from his nephew, and 
putting a Bank Bill gf fifty pounds into 

his hand, ſaid to him, — My dear 
« Clyamon, I would not have you be 
diſconcerted, — you know your father's 

« temper ; but the more he hoards, the 

more will be your. own at his deceaſe; 

E in the mean time, be aſſured I will 
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| * not forſake you, — I will continually p 
urge him on your behalf, and alſo pri- 


j © vately ſupply you whenever he is de- 
« ficient ; — hve therefore like yourlelt, 
and be entirely eaſy.“ 


Theſe comfortable words, from a 
mouth on which he knew he might de- 
pend, made Clyamon ſet out chearfully 
for London; but what happen'd to him 


after his arrival muſt be the ſubject of na 
other Raptecr: 


n . 
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CHAP, VII. 


1 a continuance of what the former 
but began; — whoever therefore is 
not olaſed with the porch, had beſt 

not venture farther, leſt he JO: 
meet with ſomething yet more di- 
ng Within, 


HO! Clyamon never had an oppor- 

| tunity of making much acquaint- 
ance in this metropolis, and now arriv'd 

here at a ſeaſon in which great part of 

the nobility and gentry retire to their 

country ſeats, yet was he ſoon known, 

and his converſation courted by thoſe of 

the beit rank who ſtill remained in town. 


There were no Operas, indeed, no- 
Plays, no Maſquerades to entertain him p 
but the gardens of Ranelagh, Vaux- 
Hall, and Mary-le-Bon ; or, to ſpeak 
more properly, the gay company fhat 
frequent thoſe places left him no want of * 
any other amuſement; — the love of 
! pleaſure can never continue ungratified in 
7 a town like this, and it is not to be 
wonder*d at if it ſometimes got the better: 


of 
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of all Clyamon' s diſcretion; nor, if ſur- 


rounded with temptations, that he could 
not always keep himſelf from giving way 
to paſſions which in youth, and a ſpright- 


ly diſpoſition, are ſo natural that they 


{carce deſerve the name of faults. 


It is not my bunch t to detain the 
reader's attention with an account of his 
gallantries with the fair ſex, if any of the 
particulars had come to my knowledge, 
which I freely confeſs they did not, — 1 
ſhall only ſay that he had no amour which 
could call his honour in queition, bring 
him into quarrels, or. be productive of 
any other unhappy conſequences. 


The only miſtake in conduct he had 


any great reaſon to repent of, he was led 


into more by the prevalence of example 


than his own inclination ; — he had never 
been in the leaſt tainted with that epide- 
mic vice, the love of gaming; and rather 
wonder'd at the pleaſure he ſaw it gave 
others than deſir'd to be partaker of it 


himſelf ;— yet did he inadvertently ſuffer 


hinfelf one evening to engage in a party 
at that dangerous amuſement, which he 


knew had prov'd fo fatal to many of the 


moſt opulent fortunes, and utterly un- 


ſuitable to a perſon in his Prom cir- 


The | 


cumſtances. 
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The perſons he play'd with were well 
experienced, and great proficients in their 
arts; — they let him win at firſt ſome 
pieces, and this imaginary ſucceſs luring 
him to go on, he became at length a loſer 
about ſeventy pounds, — a trifling ſum 
to a gentleman of his appearance, yet 
three times more than he, at that time, 
was maſter of. 5 


1 He diſſembled his chagrine as well as 
be was able, but confeſs'd he had not that 
ſum about him, and would ſend it the 
next morning; — on which they told 
him his honour was a ſufficient ſtake for 
ten times as much as he had loſt, and 
JT would fain have prevail'd with him to 
have play'd on; but he now ſaw the folly 
he had been guilty of, ſo, pretending he 
had buſineſs, took leave of the company, 
carrying with him a humour very diffe- 
rent from what he had brought, and from 
what he had ever been Poſſeſs d of in his 
whole life before. | 
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Impothbie is it to expat, as he after- 
wards told me, how much he was diſcon- 
certed at this unlucky event; — he knew 

it was expected he ſhould promiſe to ſend 

the money the next morning, and 
what means he ſhould acquir W 
1 that 
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that promiſe, and redeem his honour, J 
puzzled him to a degree that made him 


almoſt diſtracted. 


He has often proteſted that he never 
cloſed his eyes in ſleep during that whole 
night, but paſs'd his reſtleſs hours in con- 
triving how to extricate himſelf from the 
labyrinth into which he had fo fooliſhly 
ſtray'd ; — after much revolving in his 
mind, he at laſt bethought him of bor- 


rowing the ſum he wanted of a young 
gentleman with whom he was extremely 


intimate, and had a a good fortune. 


Purſuant to this 9 he . he 
next morning more early than he was ac- 
cuſtom'd, and went to his friend, who 


was not yet ſtirring ; but on his ſaying he 
had buſineſs of conſequence to impart to 
him, was eaſily admitted to his chamber: 
— he told him, in few words, what had 


happen n'd, the vexatious ſituation he was 


in, and the neceſſity he was under of bor- 
rowing a ſmall ſum, *till he could receive 


a remittance from the country; — to 
which the other reply'd : 


* 1 my ſoul, dear Clyamon, 1 
* ſhould be glad to ſerve you on this oc- 


caſion; — but, faith, it is not in my 


8 at preſent; 3 it is not a week 
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ago ſince I loſt five hundred pounds at 
that damn'd Whiſt ; — and this, with 
ſome other demands lately made upon 
me, have quite drain'd me of all m 
ready caſh ; — but I will tell you what 
I can do for you; — I know a man 
who has often ſupply'd me, and ſeveral 


gentlemen of my acquaintance, when 
they have had a bad run at play ; 


he has always money by him, and 
will lend you what ſum you pleaſe on 
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your advancing a premium; — I will 
© riſe this minute and go with 1 to 
him.“ 


Clyamon was highly ws at this 
offer, and while the other was dreſſing re- 
flected within himſelf how his affairs 
ſtood, and that the little preſents he had 

receiv'd from his father and uncle being 
now almoſt exhaſted, he ſhould ſoon have - 

calls for more money than his gaming 
debt, thought it beſt, ſince he muſt bor- 
row, to borrow as much as would ſupply 
his expences *till his father ſhould be pre- 
vail'd upon to make him a ſettlement, 


which he flatter'd himſelf would be in a 
ſhort time. 3 
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He communicated his intentions to the 
geatleman, who approv'd it, and having 
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got himſelf ready, they went together to 
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old Grub, tor ſo the uſurer was call'd. 


The wretch was juſt coming out of his 
houſe when they came to it ; — on ſeeing 
them he turn'd back and conducted them 
into a little dirty parlour; but, as the diſ- 


courſe that paſs'd between them was ſome- 


what extraordinary, I thought it worth 
writing down, as Clyamon fome time 
after repeated it to me word for word: 


Grub. So, my young ſquire, — tis 
a wonder to ſee you out of your bed be- 
fore the ſun has run three quarters of his 


abroad thus early! * 


Gentleman. No faith, Grub, not at 


does.“ 


Grab. | « Your friend is welcome, — 
1 will ſerve him if I can. — Pray, fir, 
what can I do for 4885 A 


A £6 


chanan. « Sir, a preſent emergency 


* lays me under a neceſſity of railing two 


* hundred pounds immediately, — it you 
have that ſum by you, this gentleman 


will inform you who ! am, and that 1 
e want 
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courſe at leaſt ; — I ſuppoſe you want a 
little of my aſſiſtance that brings you 


6 preſent : ; — but I have a friend here that 
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« want neither the power nor the will to 
* diſcharge any obligation I ſhall enter 
into on that ſcore. 


Gentleman. Ay, ay, Grub, — his 
note is as good as the Bank of England, 
LA you need not fear your money, — 

5 his name is **. — he is an only fon, 
and heir to near two thouſand pouida a 
6 year.” 
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Grub. The gentleman has an honeſt 
A lace, indeed.” | 
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Gentleman. If you ho any ſcruple, 
Grub, I will join in the note with all my 
= *« Joul. | 


5 | „ 6 

2 Grub. 4 believe there is no great oc- 

2 caſion, — only in caſe of accidents a 
© collateral 50 may be neceſſary.” 


Gn, « Well, well, — you ſhall 
have it.“ 


1 mi., "SOR ſir, you have ac- 
| © quainted the gentleman with the gom- 
4 mon way of dealing i in theſe affairs! Fr 


Clyamon. c Sir, 1 am willing to allow 
you any intereſt for your money chat 
* you can in reaſon deſire.” 
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take no more than what the law allows; 
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Grub. *© Sir, I am never out of reaſon 


* with any man; — as to intereſt, it is 
quite out of the queſtion, — I ſhall 


I but when we advance money upon 
1 pinch a certain premium is expected. 


Clapamon. £ Pleaſe to name it. 


Grub. © Let me ſee; — you want two 
s hundred pounds immediately, you ſay; 


it is but a trifling ſum, indeed; 


but too much for a poor man like me 


to loſe; — we who lend money this 
* way run a great riſque ; 3 — Not that 1 
doubt you, nor am unwilling to ad- 
* vance the money; but J think 1 you can 


do no leſs than add an odd fifty 1 in the 


note you make. 


. ; How, fir! _ - fry pounds 
£ for the loan of two hundred, beſides 


6 the intereſt. n 


© 


Grub. x Wee ſir, I would not 
have you imagine I deal hardly with 


you; — if you brought me a note on 
the beſt tradeſman in the city, payable 


one month after date, I do aſſure you 
that I would not diſcount it a farthing 


s leſs than twenty per Cent. — Contider 
« ſir, 
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fir, I may lie a great while out of my 
money; — diſappointments ſometimes 

happen, and when they do I have not 
the heart to be ſevere in point of time; 
— ] icorn to diſtreſs a gentleman when 
1 find he has it not in his power to pay, 
unleſs I hear he is going out of the 
kingdom, or to enter into the army, and 
then, indeed, it behvoes me to take care 


La La) =_ 


(a 


of myſelf; for you know, fir, the old 


proverb, Charity begins at home.” 


Clyamon, in favouring me with the 
recital of this dialogue, told me that he 
had not preſence enough of mind to keep 


the ſhock he felt at ſo exorbitant a de- 


mand from being viſible to the Uſurer, 


who looking on him with no very pleaſing” 
| aſpect, laid to him. 


Grub. © I perceive you are diſatisfied, 
fir, and if ſo, I can keep my money, 


and you may try to ſupply yourſelf at a 


cheaper rate elſewhere ;—for my part, I 
am at no loſs how to diſpoſe of the little. 
CÞ have, — there are eno will be glad 
© to receive it on the terms I ofer'd ygu, 
and, it may be, not grumble to allow 
me a better nee 


Gentleman. © Nay, _ 1 — pri- 
thee, Grub, don't be out of humour, — 
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Note was preſently 3 for the ſum of * 
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my friend is not accuſtom'd to theſ- bt 


4 him before we came.“ 
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Grub. © Six, 1 a conſcience, and 
am above impoſing on any one; — Jam 
aſham?*d to think of what is practiſed at 
ſome great Coffee-houſes that ſhall be 
nameleſs, where if a gentleman is neceſ- 
ſitated to borrow ten pieces he returns 
twenty for it the next morning, or it may © | 
be the ſame night; — no, — no, — ſuch 
things are an abomination to me; —- ! 
deſire no more than a living profit, and 
whoever does not approve of my con- uz 
ditions is at liberty to reject them; — 1: 
there is no harm done.“ 


Chamon. 5 Not! in the leaſt, ſir, and 
as this 1s the firſt time I ever had ocl- 
caſion to become a borrower, and was ut- 7 
terly ignorant of the methods J ſhould © 5 1 


take in ſuch a fituation, I may deſerve 2 
forgiveneſs.” i * 


Thus was poor Wen compelb d, oy | 
hes impatience to diſcharge his debt of 
honour, to acquieſce to the excuſe made A 


for him by his friend, and comply with the 
was eaſily brought into temper again, —a 
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two hundred and fifty pounds, and being 
ſign'd by both the gentlemen, the whole 
um mention'd in it was deliver'd to Clya- 
mon, who put two hundred pounds into 
his pocket, and return'd the other fifty to 
Grub; — this ſir, ſaid the wary cur- 


'| mudgeon, I receive as a preſent from . 
and thank you for it. 


Clyamon alſo, in his turn, thank'd him 
for. the favour he had juſt conferr'd upon 


| kim, after which they departed, ſeemingly. 


wich the molt perfect good-will towards 
ach other; but it is a truth almoſt un- 
weten that the lender of this money 


had infinitely more ſatisfaction in his mind 


than the borrower could poſſibl y have. 


Dearly, 1 did he pay for the means 


of diſcharging an obligation which his 


inadvertency had brought him under; — 


it was, however, of this ſervice to him, that : 
it made him deteſt high gaming ever 
| ſince, and careful to avoid all company 


that might draw him into a ſecond miſ- 


fortune of the ſame kind, — as I remember 
to have formerly read in a very old, and 
now almoſt exploded author. 2172 


© Wiſe is the man, who by one error taught, 


No more is in the flame temptation: 


8 caught.“ 
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There is a way of 9 from being 
guilty of indiſcreet actions, without af. 
tecting to be over wiſe; — Clyamon had 
this happy talent, — 8 knew very well, 
that for a perſon of his years to ſet up 
for a dictator, inſtead of reforming his 
companions would only incur their ri- 
dicule ; and therefore contented himſelf 
with not making a party in the modiſh 
vices and follies he was ſpectator of, with- .Þ | 

out ſeeming to condemn or be diſpleaſed 5 
at them. 
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Conſcious that « on his firſt . in town 
he had not taken all the care he ſhnould 
have done to regulate his way of living 
according to his preſent circumſtances, he 
began to retrench his expences as much as 
© poſſible he could, without letting the world 
lee he did fo, or ſinking too much beneath 3 
the character of a gentleman born to inherit 
the ample fortune he wWas. Et 


But in de of this ſomewhat too late 
aſſumed œconomy, he ſoon found him- 
lf in very great neceſſity tor a freſh ſup- 2 
ply ; — he had been in London from tre 
latter end of the month of May to the be- 
ginning of October, and had received no. 
remittances from the country ſince he left 
it; — all his uncle's remonſtrances had not 


yet 
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5 | yet prevail d upon his father to make the 
propoſed ſettlement on him; the Uſurer's 
loan was quite exhauſted, arid he had, be- 


ſides, other ſmall debts to his trauen 
ſome of whom had already ſent in their bills. 


To add to theſe vexations, Grub viſited 
him almoſt every day, complain'd he was 
out of cath himſelt, and at length grew 
very importunate, and plainly told hint 


that he could lie no longer out of his 
money, and that if he did not {peedily diſ- 


charge the note he muſt take proper 
meaſures to force him to it. 


In this exigence he wrote a very preſſing 


letter to his father, intreating an order on 
his Banker in London, but the obdurate 
Avario only ſent kim an anſwer to this 


effect: — that it was inconvenient for him 
to break into the ſum in the hands of his 
Banker, — ſaid he muſt waite awhile, — 
that he ſhould be in town himſelf the en- 
ſuing November, on the meeting of the 


5 Parliament; and that he would then do 


{ſomething for him; — in the mean time 
bid him live ſparingly, and ſhun all Paces 
and company that might draw him into 
any unneceſſary expence. 


Poor Clyamon had need enough for all- 


that ſtock of ſpirits which. nature had en- 


N4, dued 
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dued him with, to enable him to bear up 
amidſt the perſecutions of his voracious 
creditors, and the unnatural behaviour of 

his father; — he had now no other re- 
ſource remaining than an application to ſir 
Arthur, but very loth he was to be 
troubleſome to that dear and beneficent 
uncle, to whom alone he was indebted for 
what he look'd upon as infinitely more 
valuable than his being, — his education ; 
and was with much debate within himſelf, 
whether it were not better to endure the 
inſults he was expoſed to, rather than run 
the riſque of diſpleaſing a patron he had 
{0 much caule to love and reverence. | 


But while he conan thus irreſolute 
in his mind, an accident happen'd which 
put a final end to all the contention in his 
thoughts on that ſcore, by preſenting him 
with a misfortune which was the more 
ſevere, by its being ſudden and unappre- 
hended. | 


The good ſir Arthur Frankwill died, — 
fate ſnatch'd him from the world at once, 
witRout the leaſt previous warning, and 
*2llow'd no time for the making bequeſts, 
either to his belov'd Clyamon or any 
other perſon, who elſe he might have 


thought wor orthy of a place in his remem- 
brance 3 
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brance ; — ſo that leaving no Will behind 
him, his whole eſtate, together with al! 
the perſonal effects he was poſſeſs'd of, de- 
vol ved on a fon of his elder ſiſter, as being 
the firſt of blood and heir at law, — a 
gentleman who had always look'd upon 
Clyamon with too envious an eye to have 
any ſincere friendfhip for him. 


Ihe firſt account of this misfortune was 
tranſmitted to Clyamon in a letter from 
the abo vemention' d kinſman, and con- 
tain'd the following lines: 


To CLy anon nnn, Eſq;- | 


ce Dear Covus1y, 


68 5 JS comes to acquaint you with 
the loſs we both ſuſtain by the. 
death of our dear uncle, who departed. 
*«« this life fix days ago; — he was ſeiz'd 
« with an apoplectic fit, out of which h2 
e never recover'd, in ſpite of all the en- 
«© deavours could be uſed: — I did not 
« ſend to defire your company at the 
<&« funeral, as it would have been a ſuper- 
* fluous compliment to him and a Seat 
fatigue and expence to yourſelf, in comꝰ 
« ing 15 long a journey; but as I am ſen- 
ec ſible of the alfection he had always for 
Nh *« you, I enciole a Bank Bill of twenty 
* pounds for mourning. 


N 5 | : 8 Fa 
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& T intend to diſpoſe of my uncle's houſe 
44 as ſoon. as | can hear of a purchaſer, 
% and am now ſending away all the fur- 
e niture, ſo can make no invitation to 
c you to come hither ; but ſhall be glad 
&« if you pals a few days with me at T—-, 
„ on your return into the country, — 
„ So the hurry I am in at preſent, per- 
& mits me to add no more, than that I 
66. am, | | 


as With ſincerity, 
« Dear fir, 
ec Your affectionate kinſman 
« And humble ſervant, 
« G, HawKSMORE. | 


It is certain at this time, and indeed 
almoſt at any other, there were few things 
could have happen'd more unfortunately 
for Clyamon than the dcath of his uncle, 
as he had not only loſt in him an indulgent 
parent, a tender friend, and a kind pro- 
tector. who had promiſed never to forſakxe 
him, but alſo the only perſon in the world 
who had the moſt influence over his fa- 
ther, and by whole interceſſion he hoped 

to 
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to have been ſoon reliev'd from the pre- 
carious ſituation he was at mien in. 


He had ſcarce time to recover himſelf 
from the firſt emotions of grief, on the 
abovemention'd melancholy account, when 
he receiv'd private intelligence that Grub 
intended to arreſt him, and had even em- 
ploy'd a Sheriſf's officer for that purpoſe; — 
he had no way to prevent this affront but 
by flying for refuge to the Verge of the 
Court, which he accordingly did, "and took 
a lodging in Sotland- yard; — Grub ſoon 
heard of his retreat, — traced him to his 
aſſylum, and endeavour'd, by all the means 
he could, to render it of no ſervice to 
him; but Clyamon had laid his caſe before 
the Board of Green-cloath, and thoſe 
gentlemen had aſſur'd him of their pro- 
tection, till the arrival of his father ſhould: 
diſcharge this troubleſome affair. 


The time was now near at hand in- 
which Avario was expected, and he ſtaid 
not many days beyond it; but his pre- 


{ſence rather augmented than put.an end to: 
"I 


the diſtreſs of Clyamon. — * 


That unnatural parent, on finding the: 
contin he was in, flew into the extrem-- 
eſt rage, — reproach'd his extravagancies, 
as he call) d them, in the moſt dien 
terms, — ſwore he would ſee him ſink un- 

„ der: 
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der the calamity to which he had reduced 
himſelf, rather than give a ſingle guinea 
to relieve him from it; and even curs'd the 
memory. of the good fir Arthur for hav- 
ing indulg'd him, as he ſaid, in notions ſo 
contrary to what he ought to have been 
inſpir'd with ;—it was in vain that Clya- 
mon endeavoured to alleviate his fury, — 
he would harken to no excuſes, — be ſoft- 
ned by.no ſubmiſſions he could make. 


One of the gentlemen of the honour- 
able board, on Clyamon's requeſt, urged 
the defence of that young gentleman in 
the ſtrongeſt terms; but Avario for many 
days continued deaf to all remonfirances 
in his behalf, and gave no other anſwer, 
than that as his ſon had brought himſelf 
into this trouble by his folly, he muſt en- 
deavour to get out of it by his wit. 


This 8 ſarcaſm, when repeated to 
Clyamon, made him almoſt forget the 
duty of a ſon, and, as he confeſs'd to me, 
ready to burſt into exclamations, which 
he would after wards have reproach'd him- 
elf Jor having been guilty of uttering, or 
even thinking of. 


Grub, and ſome other of his creditors, 
Hinding they could do no more to him in 
the place where he was, tcok their re- 

| venge 
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venge in perſecuting him with unceaſing 
cCclamours, which threw him ſometimes 
into ſuch. fits of melancholy, that if he 
had not been well furniſh'd with a great 
ſtock of morality and good ſenſe, would 
doubtleſs have puſh'd him on ſome deſ- 
perate method to end thoſe misfortunes: 
which he ſaw no probability of being re- 
lie ved from. 


Avario, in the mean time, notwith- 
ſtanding his churliſh and ſordid diſpoſi- 
tion, was far from being eaſy in his 
mind, the firſt guſt of paſſion being 
blown over, the merits of Clyamon rote 
in oppoſition to the fault he had been 
guilty of, and made it, by degrees, ſeem 
leſs ; — he could not forkeas remember- 
ing chat he was his ſon, and ſuch a ſon 
as every one who was a father wiſhed his 
own might copy alter. 7 


In fine, nature and reaſon join'd their 
forces, and pleaded ſtrongly in the be- 
half of Clyamon, a and almoſt wrought 
him to forgiveneſs; but as often as he re- 
flected how much it would coſt to paKlon 
him, and that he could not receive hi? 
into favour without the payment of his 
- debts, the thoughts of parting with bis 
money gave a ſudden check to his pa- 


ternal inclinations. 
| At: 
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At length, however, ſome hints which 
Clyamon dropp'd in one of the many pe- 
titionary letters he ſent to him, making 
him apprehenſive that the molt dreadful 
conſequences: might attend the deſpair of 
his offending ſon, he became determin'd 
to do ſomething for him. 1 


He ſent a perſon to him with ten 
guineas for his preſent ſupport, and an 
offer of making up his affairs, in caſe he 
could prevail -on his creditors to com- 
pound for the one half of what was owing, 
to them; — Clyamon accepted his 
father's preſent, trifling as it was, with 
ſubmiſſion ; but could not forbear teſtify- 
ing the utmoſt diſdain at propoſing of a 
compoſition ; for beſides being certain it 
never would be comply'd with, the thing 
in itſelf appear'd to him ſo abject, that 
he choſe to ſuffer any thing rather than. 
demean himſelf to mention it. 


This refuſal put Avario into a ſecond 
flame; but he ſoon cool'd again, and 
fter ſome little conflict within himſelf, 
the neceſſity there was of reſtoring the li- 
berty of an only fon, got the better of. 
his love of money. = | 


: Loth, 
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Loth, however, to part with his darling 
pence as long as there was a poſſibility of 
keeping them, he found out an expedient 
to protract the doing a thing ſo irkſome 
to him, — he communicated his inten- 
tions to Clyamon in a letter, which that 
young gentleman ſhewing to me after- 


wards, I found contain d words to this 
effect: | 


To CLYAMON. 


„SON, 


60 H O' I have been juſtly irritated 
„ 4 againſt you, firſt by your extra- 


„ yagances, and ſince by your late ob- 

« ſtinacy, yet I cannot forget I am your 
e father, nor ſuffer you to fink beneath 
e thoſe misfortunes your folly and diſ- 
e obedience have brought you into; — I 
have reſolved to pay Ball your debts be- 
& fore J leave London; but as it is not 
convenient for me to do it ſooner, 
„ would not have you venture out of the 
Verge, for fear of bringing yoyrſelf 
« into diigrace, and an additional en- 
% pence on me for your releaſe; — in 
« the mean time am content to allow you 
« two guineas and a half per week, for 
the ſubſiſtence ot yourſelf and ſervant. 


« Ir 
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ce It is expected that we ſhall be diſ- 
ee ſolved about the middle of February, 
& when Writs will be iſſued out for a new 
« Election; and I ſhall then ſet you 


« clear in the world and take you home 


& with me; for I do not think it at all 
„ advileable that you ſhould live in this 
4 luxurious Town, till you are better 
« acquainted with the true value of 


% money than you ſeem to be at preſent; 


«© — hope, notwithſtanding, that your 
& future behaviour will attone for the 
e errors of the paſt, and I ſhall have no 
& occaſion to repent the proof J now give 
you of being 


« Your affectionate father, | 


50 AvAk10. 


The joy which Clyamon would have 
felt, on finding that full ſatisfaction 
would be given to the demands of his 
impatient creditors, was very much abated 
by the thoughts of being obliged to reſide 
conſtantly with his: father in the country, 
as the manner in which he knew he muſt 
Þþve with the old gentleman would be 
very diſagreeable to his humour, and 
widely different from what he had been 
accuſtom'd to with his uncle. 
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It alſo ſcem'd a little hard to him, * 
by delaying the diſcharge of his debts till 
his departure, he ſhould be ſecluded from 
all enjoyment of the pleaſures and amuſe- 


ments of the town, even while he con- 
tinued in it; — but he ſaw into the po- 


licy of his father in doing this, and as 


there was no remedy, endeavour'd to 
as contented as poſſible. 


In the anſwer he gave to his father's 


letter he expreſs'd himſelf 3 in terms which 


were highly pleaſing to him, and brouglit 


on a perfect reconciliation, as will pre- 
ſently appear, on occaſion of an accident 
which "ON — after. 


CHAP. IX. 
Cincludes a narrative which has ſome- 
what in it that will, in a manner, 


compel thoſe who ſhall be mol end. 
ed, to counterfeit an approbation, for 


the Jake of their own : intereſt and re, 


putation. 


HO* the oreateſt | intimacy with Clya- | 
mon, and a long acquaintance with 
Avario, made me no ſtranger even to the 
minute, 
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minute particulars of the tranſaction I am 
relating, I mean, as far as I could be 


inform'd by the perfect confidence with 


which I was honour'd by both theſe 
gentlemen ; yet as no ſure dependance can 


be placed either on what people ſay of 


themſelves, or the report given of them 
by others, I ſhould never have ventur'd 
to ſpeak ſo poſitively in many things as 1 
have done, if the gift of Inviſibility had 
not afforded me an opportunity of ac- 


companying them when they thought 
themſelves entirely alone, and of beh old- 


ing them in thoſe unguarded attitudes 


which are the beſt, and, indeed, the only 


certain diſcoverers of the inward workings 


of the human mind. 5 


It was my dr Belt could have alone 


convinced me that, contrary to the general 
opinion of the world, it was not ill nature 


in Avario, or ignorance of what he ought 
to do, which had hinder*d him from being 
an affectionate huſband, a tender father, a 


faithful friend, and an indulgent maſter; 


but merely his inordinate love of money, 


andean unaccountable apprehenſion of be- 
fag reduced to the want of it, that made 
him center his whole cares on his- bags, 
regardleſs of all the ties of blood and na- 
ture; and, in fine, render*d him almoſt 
incapable of practiſing any ſocial virtue. 
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It was by this beneficial preſent that 1 


became aſſur'd Clyamon wes much more 


worthy than he took any pains to appear 
— that in all ſerious matters he was ſteady 
and unſhaken, and in his pleaſures decent 
and well manner'd ; and that, young as he 
was, he had ſet up a tribunal in his own 


heart, where Reaſon preſiding as ſole judge 
carefully examin'd all his actions, and 
whenever any unruly paſſion had got the 
ſtart, ſtopp' d it in its full career, and 


brought It back to obedience. 


Many incerefling circumſtances, res 
lating to this affair, between father and 


ſon, are loſt to the public by my having 


been depriv'd. for ſome time of my Chry- 


ſtaline Tablets, which had been ſtolen from ; 


me, with ſeveral other things of much 
leſs, tho? more ſeeming value, by an un- 
faithful ſervant; but the villain, finding, I 


ſuppoſe, that he could make nothing of 


the Tablets, and looking upon them only 


as a curioſity which would pleaſe no body - 


ſo much as myſelf, ſeal'd them up and 
cauſed them te be left for me at a cMee- 
houſe; — my joy at getting them agaifi 
made me forgive the Teſt of the robbery, 
and ſeek no farther after the Thief. 
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J recover'd | my purloic'd treaſure Juſt 


about the time that Clyamon was in the 
abovemention'd ſituation ; ſo that what re- 
mains to be recited of this narrative will 
be chiefly taken from the mouths ol the 


* eqncern'd in it. 


I was one morning in Clyamon' s apart - 


ment, under cover *of my Belt, when a 
young gentleman of the name of Careleſs 
came to vilit him; — after exchanging 


the hon jour, and fome other cuſtomary 


ſalutations, Careleſs began the converſa- 
tion between them in theſe terms: 


Careleſs. Where do you think I was 
« yeſterday ?? mr”. 


Clyamon I am no conjurer.* 
Careleſs, * Gueſs. 


Chyamon. 5 It 19 be a needleſs 
trouble; — e ſpare it me, 


Careleſs. 0 Why, faith, in the gallery 
2 zz of the Houſe of Commons.” 


Clyamon. The Houſe of Commons !— 
© jt muſt be a buſineſs of vaſt importance 
res that could carry a fellow of thy 


2) 


oo 


£7. 


0 


* 


0 


* 


3 


* 


The Inviſible pv, 285 
gay ſprightly temper into that grave 


: venerable place.“ 


Careleſs, No, — thank Heaven, bu 
ſineſs and I are perfect ſtrangers to each 
other; but J had an hour or two upon 
my hands, and went thither merely to 
Kill time; — but was never more di- 
verted in my whole life, than to ſee how 
ſome young members, who had got 
their heads together and were giggling 
over a copy of verſes inſcrib'd to Fanny 
Murray, were put to ſilence in an inſtant, 
and look'd as filly as a ſchool- boy un- 
der the laſhof correction, on theSpeaker's 
crying out with an audible and auſtere 
voice, — To order, gentlemen, — for 
ſhame—to order.“ 


Chamen, * Methinks, © indeed; they 
might have found a more proper place 


and time for . — Was my father 


in the Houle, Pray? 


ca O yes, and ] aſſure you the 
old gentleman made as wiſe a figure as 


any there; — he ſaid nothing , ingleed, 


Q E 


but ſat as ſerious as a judge upon a 
criminal cauſe, leaning both his hands 
upon his gold-headed cane, and his chin 
upon his hands, and liſtning with great 

attention 


| 
l 
\ 
i 
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C attention to a very long, and 1 ſuppoſe, 


learned harangue of a leading member. 


A 


Chamon. What was the matter in 


debate?“ 


Carcleſi. * Why, on Ways and Means, 
how to undo handſomely what they 
were doing laſt ſeſſions; — the Jew 


0 bill. s 


Clzamen. © Is it like to be repeal'd *' 


Careleſs. < Nay, I did not ſtay to hear 
the end of it; but was told, aſter I was 
come out, that the clamours of the peo- 
ple would prevail: — there is doubtleſs 
a great ferment among the buſy part of 
the town, — the Court of Requeſts and 
Lobby were as full as they could hold 

of petitioning Chriſtians and remon- 


QA A K A 


* ſtratingJews,the latter of whom, I think, 


Foreigners. 


ſeem tobe a little creſt-fallen, and good 
reaſon they have to be ſo; for whatever 
favour they may find within, they are 
ſure to be inſalted without doors; — I 
was half deafen'd as I went down ſtairs 
With the noiſe made by 
ceſſantly bawling out, — No Circumci- 
lion, — no Jews, —no Naturalization of 


the rabble in- 


Clyamon. 
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Chamon. Then I believe there is no 
great room to doubt of its being re- 
« peal'd; for, according to all the ac- 
« counts I ever read or heard of, when- 
ever the bulk of the people were una- 


* 


* 


d nimous in any thing, they were always 


* 


ſure to get the better of the miniſter.“ 


* Carcaſs * it may be ſo, — and the 


thoughts of a new election coming on 
may alſo poſſibly contribute a good deal 


to the complaiſance of the Parliament; 


* 


— but theſe things are of no ſort of con- 
* cern to you and I. — How do you de- 
* {ign to diſpoſe of yourſelf to day?” 


- 


C/yamin, ] have not yet conſider' d. 


Careleſs. *© *Tis a glorious morning; 


are you for the Park? — I come on pur- 


«. pole to alk you.” _ | 


Chamon. © With all my heart.“ 


Careleſs, Come along then, — I dare 


* ſwear the Mall is half full by this time, 


* —let us go and laugh at the great vul® 


* gar and the fmall,—as Congreve ſays.” 


Jutt as they was going out of the room 


* 


8 The Irvijible Sp v. | 


his facher, which he turning back to read 


1 ſtepp'd behind him, and found it con- 
tain'd theſe lines: 


To Rs 
«© Dear CLy, 


« [| Have fomething to {part to you, 
« 1 which is of the utmoſt conſequence 
% to my peace of mind and your future 
« happineſs, — be careful, therefore, not 
& to be out of the way to-morrow morn- 
ec ing, when I ſhall call upon you as I go 
6c the baſe ; for what I have to prepole 


te cannot be ſettled too ſoon ; — be aſſured 
I am impatient to ſee you make as good 


< a figure in the world as I think you de- 
5 ſerve, and that no more is requir'd of 
«© you than a juſt ſenſe of your duty to 
«© me, and a regard for what is your own 
9 intereſt, to preſerve me always 


1 80 Your very indulgent 
" nw loving father, 


_ Av arto. 


EClyamon was fo tranſported with the 


Kindneſs of this epiſtle, that he could not 
forbear ſhewing it to Careleſs, who, know- 


ing the temper of Avario, had no ſooner 
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Careleſs. « I will lay my life upon it, 
« that the old gentleman has found out 
+ ſome rich widow or heireſs for you, with 
© whoſe fortune you may make a figure in 
the world, and fave his own *tiH he can 
: keep i it no longer. 


Clyamon. I . not ſo, for as yet 1 
c hank no inclination to marry ; and when 


ever I do ſhall like to have a wite of my 
«© own chuſing.“ 


Careleſs. Tou muſt be cautious, ne- 


vertheleſs, not to venture a ſecond brulee 
© with him; for he ſeems to have ſet his 


heart very much upon this buſineſs, 
Whatever it is that he has now got into 


- his head.“ | 


Clyamon. 0 Pune tube you fos put- 
ting it into mine; — but !] will think no 
* more on it: — if the thing ſhould be as 

you imagine, I ſhall have time enough 
© to [bs uneaſy after knowing it; — but 
© come, — tis almoſt two o clock, — let 
a 
With theſe words they went on their 


promenade, and I return'd home; where 


reflecting, as I always did after theſe ex- 
curſions, on what J had ſeen and heard, 
Vol. II. O | I could 
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I could not help being of the ſame op. 
pinion with mr. Careleſs, as touching the 
intentions of Avario, and fear'd that poor 
Clyamon, with all his merit, would be 
oblig*d to become a prey to ſome old well 


Jointur'd Jezabel, or rich Dowdy, who 
ow'd her virginity to her uglineſs. 


By what T have aſhes freely confeſs'd, 
concerning the inquiſitiveneſs of my diſ. 
poſition, the reader will eaſily ſuppoſe 
felt no ſmall impatience for the event of 
Avario's viſit to his ſon; and, indeed, I 
believe that young gentleman himſelf 
; could ſcarce be more anxious. 


That 1 might * nothing of what 
ſhould paſs between them, I took care to 
poſt myſelf very early in Clyamon's a- 

artment, and it was well I did ſo, both 
for the ſatisfaction of my own curioſity and 
8 the emolument of the public; — for 
Avario came in preſently after me. "0 


| As they bad not ſeen each other for 
| ſome-time, Clyamon threw himſeif on his 
knees, and in that poſture thank'd his fa- 
ether for the pardon he had vouchſafed to 
his offence, as well as for his kind promiſe 
he had given for the diſcharge of his debts: 
| Avario ſeem'd very much pleaſed with 


this ſubmiſſion, raiſed and embraced _ 
1 wit 


The Inwijible 8 5 v. : 202 


with great affection, and after they were 


| ſeated reply'd to what he had ſaid in aß 


terms: 


Avario. * It is a great deal of money, 
© indeed, the folly you have been guilty 


of will coſt me; but it is the firſt, and I 


« flatter myſelf will be the laſt I ſhall have 
to complain of, — ſo we will ſay no 
more of what is paſt; — I came now to 
talk with you on a ſubject more 2 
s able to us both. e, 


= Clyamon. , T have the greateſt reaſon in 
ain the world, fir, to hope every thing 


: * from your goodneſs.” 


Avario. * Ay, Clyamon, — you are 
my only ſon, —you may be ſure I have 
nothing ſo much at heart as your wel- 
fare, and I think I have now hit upon 


* ſomething that will make you as happy 92 


* as you can wiſh to be.“ 


Clyamon returning no other anſwer to 
theſe words than a low bow, the old gentle 


man continued his diſcourſe. 5 


* 
Avario. Your late uncle, fir Arthur, | 
was always teazing me on the ſcore of 


a a conſtant allowance for you out of my 


6 eſtate, to the end you might be in a 
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manner independent, and I have at 
length reſolv d to do it. 


F Clamon. © Whiatzees you are pleaſed 
to grant, fir, T {hall take care to employ 
* ſo as to give you no cauſe to Rene 
your bounty.“ 


Avario. But that is not all, Clya- 
mon; — what I ſhall do for you will 
put you in a way of making yourſelf a 
much greater man than you would be 
by what mY will enjoy on my deceaſe. 


IR M K „ 


chamon. © ] am not ambitious, "fir; i 
but ſhall readily embrace any laudable 
* means of raiſing my fortune.“ | 


Avario. ©* Why that's well ſaid, and 
© what have to propoſe is not only laud- 
< able but honourable too: — it is this, — 

you ſhall be a Member of the Houſe of 


6 Commons.” 
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Fee Sir 1 ſhould be proud to 
s ſerve. my Country in any capacity; but 
© in this fear my youth and inexperience 
£ Will be very juſt e 


Lewario, „ Tut; we Mito there are 
* much younger than you in theHouſe, and 


# tho” I ſay it, of much leſs underſtanding *? 
too; 
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too. — As to the forms that are to be 
obſerv'd there, I can inſtruct you in 
themz— and as to the reſt, you will 
eaſily come into it of yourſelf; — there- 
fore no more of ſuch idle ſcruples: — 
an over modeſty and diffidence of your- 
ſelf is the worſt quality a man that 


aims to riſe in the world can be 


poſſeſs'd of. — I have conſider'd on 
this matter in all its circumſtances, 
before I mention'd it to you; and in 
order to quality you for a Member, have 
reſolved to aſſign over to you five 


hundred pounds per annum of my 


; eltate,” 


Chamon. © That, ſir, is more than I 


could have preſumed to aſk.“ 


Avario. I mean, the rents of ſo 
much ſhall be received in your name; 
— as to the caſh, I think it much ſafer 
in my own hands than yours; but you 
ſhall want nothing that is neceſſary, and 
when the buſineſs of Parliament calls 
you to London, give you leave to 


draw upon me for what ſum, or ſums, 


you ſhall find occaſion for in reaſon.” ? 


Clyamon., This, fir, is far from put- 
HY me out 2 a ſtate of dependance. 


O 3 5 Avario 
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Avario. Lou ought not to defire it; 
— your uncle talk'd fooliſhly, — very 
fooliſhly on this head; and if it had not 
been for the obligation I had to him on 
the fcore of your education, I ſhould 
have told him ſo: — a ſon ought always 
to be dependant on his father, and [ 
think you have very great caule to be 
content in being ſo, as you have ex- 
perienced the paternal affection I have 
for you by my readineſs to forgive your 
faults, and to diſcharge thoſe debts your 
extravagances had contracted “ 
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Clyamon, Sir, I ſhall always retain a 

grateful and dutious ſenſe of all you 

have done for me; — but, pray ſir, 

ſince it is your pleaſure that I ſhould be 

a Candidate at the enſuing Election, 

what Place have you in your eye for 
me? — I ſuppoſe for ſome Borough.?Z⁊E5 
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A vario. No, no, — for our own 


La 


Lg 


Glyamon. Then, fir, do you decline | 
© ſtanding yourſelf?” _ pl 


Avario. Yes, Clyamon, — I grow 
* old, and am weary of the fatigue of 
coming up to London once every year; 
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— I find it very expenſive, as well as 
troubleſome; for tho* I board while F 


A &@ 


am here at a pretty cheap rate, with 


« one that was formerly my ſervant, yet 
© I know not how it is, money runs 


«© ſtrangely away in this town; — belides, 


* 


J do not think I have been well uſed, — 
J have had the honour of repreſenting 
the County of ****, in three ſucceſſive 
« Parliaments, and have got nothing by it, 
E but the honour; — and tho? I have 
« conſtantly voted on the {ide of the court, 
and whenever any Debate of conſequence 
was to come upon the carpet, have al- 


« ways previoully attended the Levee of 


the Miniſter, to know his will and 
« pleaſure; all the recompence I have had, 
© has been ſometimes a ſhake of the hand, 
© a gracious nod, a ſmile, and, how does 
my good friend Avario.” 


Clyamon. © You amaze me,. fir, — I 
never imagined a gentleman had any 
other intereſt in his Election, than the 

* pleaſure of having an. nn to 
5 terve his Country.? 


ub 0 Serve his Country; 2 
fiddle on the Country; it would Be 


well worth a gentleman's while, indeed, 
to cajole, treat, and bribe every little 
n dirty fellow that has à Vote to give. — 


O 4 — to 
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to ſpend ſo much time and money, and, 
it may be, drink himſelf half dead into 


the bargain at his Election, if it were not 


tor the ſake of ſerving himſelf, inſtead 
of the rabble who make choice of him 
for their Repreſentive; — no, no, — 
boy, if we had not honour, favour, and 
preferment in view, our Ele&ors would 
be obliged to court us to accept their 
Votes, not We to lolicite them.” 


wes. 0 Ha; fir, ſuppoſing this: to 


be the caſe, how do you think it poſſible 


I ſhould acquire any of thoſe advan- 
tages which you ſay you have fail'd in 


the iin of yourlſelt 7? 


Avario. * VII tell you, 8 I 
could only give my bare Vote for or 
againſt any Queſtion ; —I never had the 
gift either of ſpeaking or writing; — 
now I am pretty ſure you can do both; 

and a pathetic ſpeech, or a ſtrong pam 
phlet are prevailing arguments with the 


Miniſtry ; — a man that can do theſe 


may have any thing, — may make his 
own price; — fo, Cly, it will be your 
fault if in a Seſſions or two you are 
4 above eien any aſſiſtance from 


me DP 


_ Clyamon. 


A 
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Clyamon. + Sir! ſhall be always ready 
to exert the little talents I am maſter of 


to promote whatever I think is for the- 


good of the Commonwealth.” 


Avario, © Tut, — what have you to 
do with the Commonwealth? — you: ' 
are not to ſet up for a judge of what 


is for its good or what is not ſo ;—your 
buſineſs is to pleaſe the Miniſter, and to 
think every thing right: he takes upon 


him to maintain. 


Chamon. 6 But, fir, how is this con- 


ſiſtent with my conſcience or my 
honour ?? 


Avario, * Idle, — very idle; — I do 


not like theſe notions, Clyamon,—they 
may tempt you to an oppoſition; — I. 
all be afraid you are a e ee, 


Clyamon. © Why, fir, are all men cf 
honour Jacobi tes? — 


tas c 8 but this romarho, 
| . 18 
unproſitable honour you talk of, is“ 
either Jacobitiſm or ſomething as bad; 


— enthuſiaſm and bigotry. — Is not 
the Court the ſource of true honour ? -— 
Do not all honours, dignities and pro- 


SHE» motions. 
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© motions flow from thence ? — There- 
fore I ſay, whoever is againſt the Court 


* will never riſe to honour, or any 8 
elſe that is valuable. 


* 


* 


Clyamon. A certain right honour- 


8 (a 


has very different ſentiments upon this 
© head, —if you will give me leave, fir, I 
will read to you ſome part of what he 
© wrote on the dagen of Honour.“ 


In king theſe words he took up a 
a book and read this paſſage out of 1285 late 
Lord Hallifax's works.“ 


Not all the threats or favours of a Crown, 

* A Prince's whiſper, or a Tyrant's 
* frown, 

© Can awe the ſpirits, or alkire the mind 

© Of him, who to ſtrict Honour is inclin'd. 

* Tho' all the pomp and pleaſure that 
does wait, 

On public Places, and affairs of 
State, 

Should fondly court him to be baſe 
and great, 

* With even paſſions, and with gerte! 

4 face, 

He would remove the harlot's falſe 
6 eee 

+ Tho! 


able and learned author of the laſt age | : 


© Tho! all the ſtorms and tempeſts ſhould: 
c ariſe, | 

That Court Magicians in their cells 
« devile, 


«: And iis their fei beds nations 


tear, 

He wou'd unmov'd, the mighty. ruin 
bear; 

6. Secure in innocence, condemn them. 

1 

And decently array'd i in Honour fall: 

Honour, that ſpark of the celeſtial 
fie, 

That above n nature makes mn aſ- 
+ pads 

© Ennobles- the rude paſſions of our 
raste 
With thirſt of glory, and deſire of 
fame, 

TFhe richeſt treaſure of a genꝰrous s breaſt, 

And gives the ſtamp and ſtandard to: 
« the reſt. 


« Wit, ſtrength, and. courage are mi 


hy dang” rous force, | 

„ Unleſs this loften and dire tl eir 
courſe. n 

Of Honour, men at — like women 
nie, 

© Raiſe maiden ſcruples, at unpractis' d. 
1 vice; Ly | 
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But once this fence thrown down, when | 


© they perceive, 
That they may taſte forbidden fruit ind 


: 4 hve, 


| * 


« ſafely in, 

Grow firong, luxuriant, and bold in fin: 
True to no principle, preſs forward 
« ſtill, 

And only bound by appetite their will; 
Now fawn and flatter, while this tide 
c prevails, 
But ſhift, with ev'ry veering blaſt their 
< ſails, 

On higher ſprings true men of Honour 
move, 

Free is their ſervice, and unbought their 
love, 


& 


N 


* 


* 


He was going on, but was ſtopp'd by 
Avario, who puli'd him 188 the ſleeve and 
cry'd out: 


. Hold, hold, ian, 


© enough, — all this is mighty pretty, 


& and ſounds well; but you are to con- 
\ « that it 1s a- great while ago ſince 

the noble Lord wrote this Poem; and 
£ what was look'd upon as Honour in his 


days, may probably wear another aſpect 


* now; — and *tis wiſdom to conform 
to the times.“ 1 
Clyamon. 


They ſtop not here their courſe, but | 
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Cliamon, Reaſon, fir, will ſtill be 
reaſon, in all times and ages.“ : 


* 


Avaria. I do not know that; for 
« they ſay every age improves in under- 
« ſtandings — but be that as it may, I 
can anfwer your quotation with one 
from another author of great reputation 
for his wit and learning; — it is this: 


4 


— © Money is the only Power, 
That all mankind falls down before: 
© *Tizs Virtue, Honour, Wit, and all 

« That men divine and facred call; 

« For what's the worth of any thing, 

6 But ſo. much. money as 'twill bring. 


So you 7-0 Clyamon, that karned 

© men, tho' cotemptoraries, are ſome- 
times widely different from each other 
in their opinions in this point.“ 


Clyamon, The lines you have re- 

8 „ Peaten co not prove it, ſir; — I be 
vou will be pleaſed to reflect, that the 
© ingenious author of Hudibrafs doesWigr 

utter theſe ſentiments as his own, bi 
puts them in the mouth of his mock 
hero, a wretch that was in open Rebe]- 
lion againſt his lawful King, and are in 
tended as a latire, not an argument.“ 
| Avanio... 
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Avario, Odſheart, boy, thou art in 
the right, —I never thought of that 
but *tis no matter what any of them ſay; 
— tis plain that what is now meant by 
Honour implies a title, a riband, a pen- 
ſion, a place, or any thing that denotes 
the favour of the Court to the perſon 
who poſſeſſes it; — therefore, I fay 
again, — get rid of theſe prejudices, 
— ſail with the Tide, — keep cloſe with 
the Miniſter, and endeavour to make- 
yourſelf of conſequence to him, 


X GG GE KK a A A A A „ 


Clyamon, Sir, you may be perfectly 
aſſur'd that I ſhall always do my beſt in. 
the ſupport of every meaſure which 
tends to the real. honour of his Majeſty, 
and the good of my Country; — and 
never oppoſe any which. do not oppoſe- 


— 


the Conſtitution.* _ f 


% 8 - + 


Avario, © But you muſt not examine 
too ſcrupulouſly into theſe things ; — 
you are to ſuppoſe that thoſe who are 
« entruſted. with the management of Pub- 
2 Affairs are better acquainted with the 
Conſtitution than you can pretend to 
be; and muſt therefore take it for: 
granted, that whatever they ſay or do is. 
i 7 


* 


© 


Chamon. 
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Clyamon. * But, fir, does not this 

© implicit faith in the judgment of others, 

and giving up my own entirely, ſavour 
« ſomewhat of a ſlaviſh ſubmiſſion ?? 


Avario. No, it is only good policy, 
and look'd upon as ſuch by all who 
know the world; — indeed, if after 
« your Voting, Speaking, and Writing, 
| © they ſhould: take no notice of you, it 
* would behove you to pluck up a ſpirit, 
and extort that reſpect to your reſent- 
ment, which they were not grateful 
enough to pay to your compliſance; — 
© I ſhall then give you leave to oppoſe 
* them in every thing, whether it be 

* wrong or whether it be right.“ 


Clyamon, But would not this chang- 
* ing fides, fir, make me become con- 
* temptible to both Parties?“ 


Apwario. | © Not at all; it is a thing too 
* commonly practiſed to be wonder'd at, 
and has often had a very good effect 


when nothing elſe would do: Wire = 


for example; — it was a good Wh. 
indeed, before they bid up to his price; 
but he found it neceſſary at laſt, and he 
© now enjoys the fruits of his labour.“ 


Chyamen. 
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ed 3 ſir, and J have hear 


of many others who have been bought 
off the ſame way ; but whatever has 
been done 1n former adminiſtrations, I 
hope the preſent will attempt nothing 
that out to be oppoſed. s 


Avario. No, no, — you are not to 


ſuppoſe they will; unleſs, as I juſt now 


& obſerv'd, they force you to it by neglect- 


3 


2 


* 


ing to . * ſervices.” 


Clyamon, : F to this, ſir, it 
will be very difficult, if not altogether _ 
impoſſible, for the People to diſtinguiſn 


between thoſe who would defend, and 


thoſe who would betray and ſacrifice the 
Liberties of their Conſtituents.” 


Avario. If the People a are betray d. 
and ſacrificed, as you call it, they can 
blame nobody but themſelves, — Why 


do they take money for their Votes? 


Why do they, like Eſau, fell their birth- 
rights for a meſs of pottage ?— When a 
ntleman buys a County, a Borough, 


for a Corporation, he has, doubtleſs, a 


C right to make the moſt of it he can. 5 


Clyamon. > This, fir, is pun: 'ſhing Cor- 
ruption with Corruption,” : 
| Ao iris. 


vo 


Avario. - Ay, — is it not juſt it 
ſhould be ſo, — as I remember to have 


read ſome where or other?“ 


This world is all a trick, — then who 


will dare, 
Among known Cheats to play upon the 
ſquare ? : 


, Lookye, Clyamon, your are a novice 
in theſe affairs as yet, but a little time 


will make them familiar to you; — 1! 


do not doubt but I ſhall hear of your 


being cloſetted by the great man; and 


wen once you are cloſetted your buſi- 


neſs is done ;— you will have no farther 
occaſion for my inſtructions or aſſiſtance 


either; — but I ſhall ſay no more at 
preſent on that head, — you muſt think 
of preparing yourſelf to ſet out on 
your journey to #***, in a day or two. 


Clyaman, © What, fir, before you — 


| Avario, .* Yes, yes, — we ſhall not be 


diſſolved ſo ſoon as we expected, — I do 
not believe I ſhall be able to get do 


theſe. ſix weeks or two monthes J there 


have been ſome odd turas of late; — 
but no matter, — they are ſecrets, - and 


muſt be kept — — but it is highly 
15 . 5 5 neceſſary 
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* 


17 „„ 


N 


neceſſary you ſhould begin to 8 
vyour intereſt; — you are already known 
to the greateſt part of the gentry, and 
IJ. am pretty ſure that they will all be 
for you to a man; — but you muſt 
cultivate an acquaintance with the 


Freeholders, — ride about among them, 


— invite ſome of the moſt leading men 
home, — treat them handſomly, — and 
make little preſents to their wives and 
daughters, of ſnuff-boxes, rings, neck- 


laces, and ſuch toys, to pleaſe their 


fancies z — I will get a friend of mine 
to purchaſe a cargoe of them for you to 
take down, and will write to my ſteward 
to furniſh you with what money you 
ſhall have occaſion for.“ 


Croton, : Do they know, fir, that 
you intend to decline ſtanding any 
more!? 


Avario. Not yet; but I ſhall write 
to-night to inform them of it, and to 


urge All my friends in your behalf : — 
I hear your couſin Hawkſmore has taken 
it into his head to offer himſelf as a 


andidate, and tho? he is not beloved, 
on account of the buſtle he made about 


_ © the Turnpikes, yet the large eſtate he is 


* now in poſſeſſion of, by the death of fir 
; Arthu r, may give him an influence over 


« ſome | 
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ſome people, — ſo there is no time to be 


loſt;—1 would have you leave London 
on Monday next ;— I have given orders 


full demands this day, and I think you 
can have no other buſineſs of conſe- 
0 quenes to detain you here.“ 


 Clyamon. None at all, fir. 


Avario. Well then, what friends you 
have to take leave of you may lee this 


afternoon, and come to dine with me 
to- morrow; — it is Sunday, and you 


know is a leiſure day, and I ſhall be at 


home, — tho* lama boarder, J believe 
you will be welcome, — or it may be 


„an in te be chere- 
« fore do not fail to come,” 


Clyamon. * You may depend, fir, _ 


this command is too agreeable to me 
* not to be punctually obey'd.“ 


The old gentleman then ſaid no more, 


but after giving his ſon a gracious nod 


went out of the room, with a countenance 
which denoted the moſt perfect ſatisfact! 
of mind; — Clyamon waited on hin 
down ſtairs, and I intended to follow as 
ſoon as his return ſhould give me an op- 


Funn of going down; but was re- 


tar ded 


* that all your creditors ſhall be paid their 
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tarded by mr. Careleſs, who came in im- 


mediatly after Avario was out of the 
houſe. ö 


This gentleman, who it ſeems has a 
ſincere friendſhip for Clyamon, had been 
extremely impatient, and, indeed, more 
anxious than could have been expected, 
from a perſon of his gay thoughtleſs dil- 
poſion, to know the event of the letter he 


had received from his father, had been 
come to the houſe ſome time, and waited | 


in the parlour till the departure of Avario 


made it proper for him to appear. 


Almoſt the firſt Salutation he gave to 
Clyamon contain'd an entreaty for the 
ſatisfaction of his curioſity in this point, 
which the other very readily comply'd 
with, in general terms; but had too 
much diſcretion to expoſe his father's 
mercenary views; or by relating the de- 
ſign he had of making him a Member of 
Parliament, reveal the motives he had 


for doing. fo, or the inſtructions he had 


given him for his behaviour after he 


| ſhould be elected. 


Mr. Careleſs, after taving congratu- 
" lated his friend on his being re-eſtabliſh'd 
in the good graces of his father, and the 
honour that was about to recede to him, 


ſaid 


The Inviſible Spy. 3og 


ſaid a great many pleaſant and ſpirituous 


things to him, on the occaſion of his 


being likely to become a Member of that 
auguſt and reſpectable — 


But the particulars of this diſcourſe, en- 
tertaining as it was, I am entirely un- 
able to repeat, my Tablets being already 
crowded with the preceding dialogue, 

and all I can remember is, that the two 
gentlemen, after chatting away an hour, 


agreed to dine together that day, and to 


that end adjourn'd to a tavern in the 
neighbourhood, leaving me at liberty to 
retire to my own apartment. 


1 was extremely pleaſed with finding, 


by what I had ſeen that day of Clyamon, 


that I had not been deceived in the high- 
raiſed expectations I had entertain'd of 
his good ſenſe and probity ; and alſo with 
perceiving that Avario, in ſpite of his 
ſordid and avaritious diſpolition, could not 

help allowing the merits of a lon, whole 


1 {ſentiments and principles were in almoſt 
every thing ſo directly oppoſite to his own. 


The evening of the next day 


worthy young g gentleman call'd upon ws. 


as he return d from having paſs'd the 
former part of it with his father; — he 
Was much leſs reſery'd with me than he 
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had been with mr. Careleſs, which con- 
vinced me he knew how to refrain un- 
boſoming himſelf to thoſe whoſe ſolidity 
he had cauſe to doubt, and took a plea- 
ſure in being intirely open to thoſe on 
whom he could depend, that his confi- 
dence would not be abuſed, either by 
wantonneſs or neglect. 5 


I am pretty ſenſible, that on my ſaying 
this not a few of my readers will ſet me 
down in their minds as a vain preſuming 
fellow, and be apt to cry out againſt me 
as if guilty of the very ſame folly I have, 
in ſeveral pages of this work, with ſome 
ſeverity, laſh'd in others; but I would 
have them conſider, the only merit I pre- 

tend to is a ſerious humour, which I think 
is no great boaſt; and alſo that there is 
a juſtice due from every one to himſelf, 
as well as to thoſe he ſpeaks of. | 


But to return to a ſubje& more intereſt- 
ing than any thing relating to the praiſe 
or vindication of myſelf; — when Clya- 


mon repeated to me the rules preſcribed I 


to him by his father for the regulation of 
conduct in Parliament, he expreſs'd 
# the little obligation he thought himſelf 
under to him on that ſcore in terms the 
moſt ſtrong and pathetic; — theſe are 

ſome of his words: | 
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The love of my Country, ſaid he, I 
look upon as the firſt and greateſt moral 
duty of mankind ; — and I think I may 
venture to aſſure myſelf, that I never 
« ſhall be tempted to renounce it on the 

proſpect of any 3 _— in 
what ſhape ſoever. 


py then rol him, that believed TRE | 


- bulk of the People owed the grievances 


they complained of greatly to the luxury of 


theirRepreſentatives, who having impair'd 


their eſtates in the modiſh exceſſes of the 


times, found themſelves under a neceſſity 

of entering into meaſures which otherwiſe 
they would never have comply'd with. 
Perhaps too, added I, to gratify the am- 
< bition of a beloved wife, or prevent the 
© clamour of a trubulent one, may be one 


« reaſon to which the infringement of 


public Liberty may be aſcrib'd. . 


* 


Clyamon liſten'd with great attention 
to wah I ſaid, and joining in my opi- 
nion, reply'd, that his own obſervation of 
ſome late inſtances confirm'd the truth of 


this argument, — The firſt of theſe 


* citements, continued he, I have — 5 


experienced the danger of through my 


R 4 A 


. . 


inadvertency, and fhall be wary to avoid 
the ſnare i in which I have been once en- 


o 
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< ed — and as for the other, if ever | 
1 marry, ſhall endeavour to get a wife 


as near as poſſible to the deſcription 
k given by the Poet of his miſtreſs ; ; 


— — 4 maid 
Who 1 not Courts, yet Courts 
< does far outſhine, _ 
In every ſtarry beauty of the mind ; 
One who array*d in native lovelineſs, 
And ſweet ſimplicity, deſpiſes art; 
And as a ſoul too great to ſtoop to pride, 
With the mean ways by 8 it aims 
at grandeur,” 


R 


———— 


With theſe diſcourſes we pal d the time 
he ſtaid ; — I have not ſeen him es, 
but heard of his ſafe arrival at & 
whether he will be elected for that County 
cannot be determin'd at the time of my 
writing this; ſo can only ſay, that if he 
is, I doubt not but his character will ap- 
pear to much more advantage than in the 
faint iketch J have ** been able to give 
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* of the Second VOLUME. 
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